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PREFACE 


His Treatiſe which is deſigned to lay a 
| Model for the Education of Young 

Gentlewomen was chtefly Written by 
the Abbot 42 Fenelon : His Book came forth the 
laſt year at Paris, and was ſo happy as to meet 
with a general Acceptation. Whence it was 
preſently Reprinted in another Country, for the 
benefit of Proteſtant Children, tho it ſeem'd to 
have been purpoſely deſigned for that only of the 
Roman Catholick; and came to be very perticus 
larly recommended by the ſeveral Diaries of the 
Learned, Tho it 4s true, they diſapproved his 


way of mixing particular Controverſies in 


| what ought to be of Univerſal Uſe. It was 
1 however put forth entire by a Refugic, who 


A 
3 
: 


| makes ſome Remarks upon thoſe paſſages that 


have an expreſs aim of mſtilling the Opinions 
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of the Roman Church. He ſays the Refor- 
med ought to be ſo far from ſhunning the read- 
3ng of Books of Morality, wherein Ingenious 
perſons that are R. C. ſtrive to inſinuate the 
ſentiments of their Church, that on the contra- 
Ty it us uſeful they ſhould read them to be con- 
firmd in their Religion : For that nothing, he 
thinks, #s more proper to perſwade a Proteſtant 
of the obſcurity of the Opinions which he re- 
gefts, than to behold on one hand the Evident 
proofs which one of his Adver/aries brings m 
fawonr f the Fundamental Doctrines , im 
which they agree; and to Remark on the 0- 
ther the weakneſs of the Reaſons which he al. 
ledges, for maintaining the Opinions wherein 
they differ. Thus, whereas this Author 1s 
Admirable, when he ſhews with how much 
eaſineſs one may make Children , cven the 
oft upid to retam the Holy Hiſtory , and 
to grue them a preat Idea hereof, whereas he 
brmgs folid Proofs, and ſuch as are concetva- 
ble to the plaine# perſons of the Diſtin&ion of 
the Soul and of the Body, of the Exiſtence 
of God, of. his Spirituality, and his other per- 
fections , of the Creation of the World, of 
the Immortality of the Soul, of Sin, of the 
neceſſity. of Grace, of future Rewards, and pu- 

ſhments, &c. His ordinary Clearneſs and 
Solidity ſeem to forſake him when he handles 
any 
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any particular Doctrine of the Church of 
Rome. Upon this the Proteſtant Prefacer 
Triumphs, and thinks this as good as a de- 

mon#ration, that ſo underſtanding a Man as 
My. Fenelon, ſheuld not be able to maintain 
the particular Dottr ines of his Church , but 
by the wer Authority of this Church, whons 
he is obli liged to believe e pon her Waord,or at leaſt 
to make a ſhew of it for fear of feeling the 
terrible effett of her Me: aces, for lack of gt- 
wing credit to her fp o74ijes. Here he runs 
our into a very tender Subjed , which alone 
he thinks enougy to overtarow the main prin- 
ciple, which 1s, the infa lible Authority of the 
Church, 1-4, Fer clon would have in reading 
the Ser. prure laid down as the principal Foun« 
datin , the Aut 'bority of the Church , the 
Mother of all the Fit bful, who is to be 
beard, becauſe the Hot Ghoſt nlightens her to 

expia; 7; £ us the Scr /prures | wherefore be 
doi es thoſe paſſages, that promiſe to maintain 
and animate the Church /o a5 FO lead her 
Children into all Trut 2, be frequently read to 
Children. This Gives Ca fion to the other to 
compare the Methods of the G.ican Cler- 


2), vith thoſe of the peru of / "eſs ; and 
to bring the New [jones he La 
Rapines, r0 plea lt for ihe P #4 

Tet after all this beat, - C1 OX 
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Treamly ſuperſtitious, and ſeems to have added 
but unwillingly ſome fFrokes of Popery. He 
paſſes wery ſlightly over ſome difficult Opini- 
ons of his Church, and explains them im the 
mildeſt, and the moſt general Terms, that he 
could find. He fab, 

being well comprebended may be of great help 
to the Enlightuing ſeveral Members of hw 
Church, There are not in bim the Words of 
Tranſubſtantiation, Adoration of the Sa- 
crament, mor that of Purgatory , tho he 
could not well avoid mentioning them, - He 
teaches not Children to proſtrate themſelves be- 
fore Images, or to invocate the Saints', or to 
pray for the Dead, or to gain Indulgences. 
He adviſes in his ſeventh Chapter to admit 
nothing into Religion but what is taken out of 
the Goſpel, or Authoriſed by a conſtant Appro- 

bation of the Church ; whereupon he ſays, that 

Children ought to be prudently cautioned, as 
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as one is tempted to look upon them, as points 
of the Diſcip ine of the preſent Church. He 
counſels that Daughters who are naturally too 
eredulous ſhould be accuſtomed not to admit 
hghely certain Hiſtories without Authori- 
ty , and ſo he throws off the Legends ; and 
not to give themſetves to Certain Devotions 
introduced by an indlilcreet Zeal. _ be 
ays 


ſhes Maxims, which | 
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gainſt certain Abuſes which are ſo common , | 
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fas, that the true Method of teaching -them 
phat they are to think as to theſe things, 1s 


” ot to critiſize upon them , which a Pi0us 


Motive has often introduced, and which for 

his Reaſon ought to be reſpected ; #5: to 
thew without blaming them, that they have 
no ſolid Foundation. Among theſe he af- 
terward reckons the Exceſſes about Images, In» 
wocation of Saints, Prayers for the Dead, ani 
Indulgences. This I thought my ſelf obliged 
fo give notice of, leaſt I might be reckon'd to 
injure Mr. Fenelon, by paſſing over ſuch paſ- 
ſages. I was wery ſorry to find his Work not 
calculated for Chriſtians in general : I have 
Pudied to let nothing that belongs to any, parti- 
enlar diftinfion of them to paſs in theſe Pa- 
pers ; _ perhaps ſomething in the Polt- 
Icript, where ſpeaking to an Honourable La- 
fy, 1;:45'd I might take ſomewhat more Li- 
py than 1 had done before , may be counted 


To have too particular a Reſpect, T confeſs I 


bave been no where ſcrupulous of receding 
from our Abbot where I thought it needful, or 
of adding new Reflexions : Tho 1 have been 
very cautious not to break the Method he has 
ſet me. Only the Title of the eighth Chapter, 
wherein the ſeven Sacraments were handled, [ * 
found it not improper to alter : But 1 ſhall for- 
bear to Apologize for what is of this Nature : 
which 


The Preface: | 
which perhaps it may be thought weedful to do 
for all the Work, after Hy--rhw a Piece, 
as has lately appeared of a Noble Author upon 
this Subjeft. This objeftion will yet wholly 


them together : That being being chiefly for A+; 
dult perſons, as this a Adode 


vaniſh, if any one take the pains to ak 
from the very Cradle, 


I to accompany them \ 
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CHAPTER LI 


*—— 


Of the importance of the Education of 
Young Gentlewomen. 


; Othing is more neglected than the 
Education of Daughters. Cu- 
ſtom and the Capricio's of Mo- 


thers do ofcen wholly decide it, 

upon a ſuppoſal, that bur a little Inſtruction 

is due to this Sex. The education of Sons 

| ' paſſes for one of the principal affairs with 
"relation to the Publick Good ; and tho there 
%be herein hardly tewer faults, than in that 
of Daughters, we are however per{waded, 
'that there is need of a great deal of kill to 
B make 
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makeit ſucceed. The moſt able men are 
imploy'd in giving Rules in ths -marrer ; 
what a number of Tutors and - Maſters of 7 
Sciences do weſee? How much expence for 'þ 
the Impreflion of Books,for the inquiries in- 
to Learning, for- the Methods of teachin 
Languages, for the choice of Profcilors ; a 
theſe great Preparatives have often more of 
ſhew than ſubſtance : But, to conclude, they - 
work up that high Idea, which we have of 
the Education of Sons. 

As for the Daughtersit is ſaid,that it is not 
needful they ſhould be learned ; curiofity 
makes them vain and ſtately ; it is enough, - 
that they be hereafter able to govern their 
Families, and to obey their Husbands with- 
out Reaſoning- Neither is there lacking ' 
experience for this , that there are a great ; 
many Women, whom learning has rencred 
ridiculous : whereupon we believe qur faves on 
in the right, when we blindly give $Þ oor 5; 
Daughters to the conduct of their ignorant gg; 
and indiſcreet Mothers. as 

It is true there muſt be caution not to ,; 
make them ridiculous by making them lear: 
ned: Women as they areordinarily of a wea-, 
ker and more inquiſitive Temper than Men, 
15 it is not proper to engage them in Stu- yg. 
dies that might turn their Prains ; they t 
ouglit 
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ught neither to govern theState, nor make 
oe nor enter into the Miniſtry of facred 
Fhings ; fo neither are they able to maſter 
me Sciences which appertain to Policy, 
4hc Military Art, Law, Philoſophy, and Di- 
Finity, which require too large an extent. 
. The molt parc even of Mechanical Arts 
gre not fit for them : They are made for mo- 
 gerate Exerciſes : Their Bodies as well as 
their Souls are not ſo ſtrong, or fo robuſt, as 
thoſe of Men». In recompence, Nature has 
beſtowed upon them Induſtry , Neatneſs, 
and Occonomy, for an eafie imploymenc 

' Within doors. 
' .4 But whatis the conſequence of this na- 
" tural weakneſs of Women { The more 
> Weak they are, the more important it is to 
. _ them. Have they not Dutics to per- 
rm, evenſuch Duties as are the Foundati- 
? Mn of all humane life ? Is ic not they who 
7 mine or maintain Families, who rule every 
© thing falling under Domeſtick affairs, and 
who conſequently decide that which touches 
neareſt all Mankind ? Hereby they have 
"* &þ= principal part in the good or evil man- 
a" ,ners of almoſt all the World. A judicious 
> Woman, that is diligent and Religious is the 
very Soul of a great Houſe: She gives order 
Y rthe good things of this life, and for thoſe 
ow 2 to 
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of Eternity. Men themſelves, who have al 
the authority in Publick cannot by their de 
Iiberations eſtabliſh any effectual Good, ii 
the Women aſliſt them not in having it ex: 
cuted. 

The World is not a meer Phantom, it is 
the Aggregate of all particular Families ; 
and who is there that can civilize or refine 
them with an exacter care than Women 
who beſides their natural authority, and 
their afliduity in their houſes, have the ad 
vantage beſidesof being born careful, atten: 
tive in little things, induſtrious, infinuating 
and perfwaſive» But can the Men hope for 
themſelves any content of Life, it their ſtrict 
eſt friendſhip and alliance, which is that 0 
Marriage, be turned into bitterneſs? And thi 
Children,which in the next Age are to con | 
{ticute all Mankind, what will they come t 
if their Mothers ſpoil them in their fir! 
years. 

Thus you have the imployments of We + 
men, which are hardly leis important to th 
Publick than thoſe of Men, ſince they hai 
a Houſe to govern, a Husband to make ha; 
py, Children to educate : To which yc 
may add, that vertue is no lefs the buſine 
of this than of the other Sex ; without ſpe 
king of the good or ill, which they mig! 


» 
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doto the Publick, they are the halt of Man- 
kind redeemed by the blood of feſus Chr!ff, 


. and defigned to eternal lite. 


Laſtly chere is to be conſidered, beſides 
the good that Women do when they are 
well brought up, the milcheit that they 
cauſe in the World, when they want thac 


, education which inſpires them with Vereue. 


It is certain, that the ill Education of Wo- 


men doth more miſcheit then that of Men, 


ſince the diſorders of Men come often both 
from the ill education which they received 


..of their Mothers, and from the Paſlions 


which other Women have inſpired into 


; them in a more advanced Ape, 


What intrigues occur tous in Hiſtories; 


what overturning. of Laws and Manners, 


what bloudy Wars, what Novelties in Re- 
ligion, what Revolutions of State have been 
cauſe} by the diforders of Women ! Fhus 
we have cen the necetlity of a right Edu- 
cation of our Daughters ; the means where 
of we arc now to enquire after. 
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CHAT 1k 


The Incomvenienties of the Ordinary 
Educations. 


Tz rgnorance of a Girl is the cauſe that 
ſhe is tired with her ſelf, and that ſhe 
knows nct how to buſie herſelf innocently. 
After ſheis come to ſuch an Age, without 
having applied her ſelf to ſolid matters, ſhe 
can then have no reliſh or eſteem for them: 
Whatever is ferious appears to her ſad; what- 
ever requires a continued attention 15 trou- 
bleſome. The bent to pleaſures, which is 
ſtrong in our Youth, the Example of Per- 
ſons of the fame Age, who are wholly taken 
up with trifles and amuſements, all ſerve to 
make her dread an orderly and a laborious 
Life. In thisearly Age ſhe lacks experience 
and authority to govern any thing in her Pa- 
rents Houſe : Neither doth ſhe underſtand 
the importance of applying her {clf to it, at 
leaſt if her Mother doth not take care to 
make her obſerve it in every particular. If 
tht be a Perſon of Quality, there is more 
danger {till ; ſhe is exempted from the work 
or her hands ; ſhe will work therefore not 

2 bove 
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above an hour 'n a day; this the will do , 
but withour knowing wherefore ; the has 
heard it fad, bur the cannot tell why, that 
it 5 Honourable for Women to Work ; But 
often this will be bur a hw, and the will 
never ule her 1e'f ry continue T abour. 

In this Condition what i th-re to he 
done? The Company of a Mother who ot 
ſerves her, who Chides her, who thinks ro 
bring her up rightly by Pardon og her 1N 
NO! hine, who is ſftarched before her, who 
makes her go through all her Humours,who 
always appears to her Laden with all the 
Cares of the Fan nily , torrents, diſcoura- 
ges her : She has round about her flattering 
Women, who lecking to infinuate them- 
{-Ives by mean and dangerous Compliances, 
£0 along with all her Fancies, and entertain 
her with whatever may take off her Reliſh 
for whatis Good : Piety appears to her a 
Melancholy ny ment, and ſuch a Rule 
as Is an Enemy to : |1 Pleaſures. Wherein 
then ſhall the bufie her ſelf ? In not] hing pro- 
firable. So that this want of Application 
turns into an incurable Habit. 

In the mcan while behold a vaſt ſpace, 
which one cannot hope to fill wit fold 
Matters. 'I herefcre frivolousones muft take 
their place. In this Idienels a Maid gives up 

B 4 her 
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her ſelf ro her ſloth ; and Sloth which is a 
weakneſs of the Soul is an inexhauſtible 
Spring of Diſcontents. She uſes her ſelf ro 
fleep one third part more than would be 
needful to preſerve a perf2& Health, This 
long Sleep ſerves only to jotten her, and to 
make her more Delicate, more expoſed to 
the Vapours ; whereas moderate Sicep ac- 
companied with an orderly Exerciſe, ren- 
ders a perſon Gay, Vigorous and Robuſt ; 
which makes without doubt the true perte- 
&ion of the Body, without mentioning the 
Advantages that accrew thence to the 
Mind. 

This Softneſs and Idlenefs being joyned 
with Ignorance, there ariſes thence a perni- 
cious eagerneſs after Diverſions and Sights. 
It is this alſo that excites an indiſcreet and 
inſatiable Curioſity. 

Perſons Inſtrutted and buſied in ſerious 
Matters,have ordinariiy but a moderate Cu- 
riofity. "That which they know gives them 
a Content tor a great many things they are 
Ignorant of ; they ſee the Ulcleisnels and the 
Ridiculouſneſs of the moit part of things , 
which the little Spirits who know nothing, 
and who have nothing to do, are Trant- 
ported to Learn. 

On the contrary,Y oung Women without 

Inftauction 
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Inſtrution and Application, have always a 
roving imagination. For want of ſolid Nou- 
riſhment,their curioſity violently turns them 
toward vain and dangerous Objects. Such as 
have Wit, oftenſet up for ſtately Dames, and 
Read all the Books that may nouriſh their 
Vanity ; they are cxtreamly affected with 
Romances, with Plays, with the Relations 
of Chimerical Adventures, in which pro- 
fane Love bears a mighty ſhare ; they fill 
their minds with empty Nations, by uſing 
themſelves to the magnificent Language of 
the Heroes in Romances, they ſpoil 
themſelves too hereby tor the World : For 
all theſe fine Airy Sentiments, all theſe Ge- 
nerous Pailions, all theſe Adventures which 
the Author of the Romance hath invented 
for Pleaſure, bear no proportion to the true. 
Motives which cauſe our Actions in the 
World, and which decide our Controver- 
ſies : Or to the miſtakes, which are met 
with in all we undertake. 

A poor Girl filied with the tender and the 
ſurprizing ſtrains which have Charmed her 
in-her Reading, is altoniſhed not to find 
i2 the World real Perfons, who refemble 
theſe Heroes : She would live like theſe ima- 
ginary Princefles who are in the Romances, 
always Charming, always Adored, always 
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above all kind of Wants : What a diſguſt 
mult it be forher to deſcend from this He- 
roical State to the meaneſt parts of Houlz- 
Witery. 

Some carry their Curioſity yet much far- 
ther, and ſet themſelves to the deciding 
matters of Religion, tho” they be not at all 
Capable of the Employment. But ſuch as 
have not extenſion of Mind enough for 
theſe Curioſities, have yet others which are 
proportioned to themzthey long impatiently 
to know what is ſaid, or what is done,they 
can attend to a Song, an Intrigue, News , 
to receive Letters; they long to Read thoſe 
which others Receive; they are impationt 
to have all told them, and they are asdeſit- 
rous to tell all ; they are Vain, and Vani- 
ty makes them talk a great dea] : 'I hey are 
Fickle, and Fickleneſs hinders thoſe Reflexi- 
ons which might oiten oblige them to hold 
their Tongue. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. TIL 


What are the Firſ® Foundations of 
Ed, ucation. 


O remedy all theſe Miſchiets, it is a 

great " Adiantion to be able to begin 
the Educari on of Young Women from their 
moſt tender Infancy + this Firſt Age which 
is given up to indifcrezt, and ſometimesdil- 
orderly Y'omen, 1s vet that wherein the 
devpeit Imprettonsare made,and which by 
confeque:ce has a great influence upon the 
reſt of their Lives. 

Petore Children are able pertecly to 
ſpeak, thiy may be Prepared tor Inſtruction. 
It will be thot: ght pernaps that intns I have 
laid roo much : But onengeds oniy conſider 
that which the Infant doth who 1s not able 
to ſpeak yer. Ir Learnsa Language which 
it ſhall ſpeak in a ve ery ſhort time more ex- 
actly than the Learncd can ſpeak dead Lan» 


euages, which they. have Studied with fo 


much Labour in a riper Age. Eut what 1s 
the Learning of a Language 7 It is not on- 
ly to place in our Memories a great Number 
of words; lt is allo, tant St. Auſtin, to ob- 

lerve 
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ſerve the ſenſe of each of theſe Words in 
particular. The Child, ſaith he, Amidſt its 
Cries and Plays, obſerves of what Obje&t this 
or that Word is the Sign, which 1s done ſome- 
times by conſidering the Natural Motions of the 
Bodies, or of thoſe other things which ſhew the 
Objeft that is mentioned; ſometimes the being 
ſtruck by the frequent repetition of the ſame 
Word to ſignifie the ſame Object, It is true that 
the Temperament of Childrens Rrains gives them 
an Admirable facility for the Impreſſion of ail 
theſe Images. But what attention of Spirit :s 
required to diſtinguiſh them, and to fix them e- 
wer'y one to its proper Objetts, 

Conſider alſo how the Children at this 
Age ſeck to go to thoſe who flatter them, 
and ſhun thoſe who conſtrain them ; how 
they know to Cry, or hold their Peace to 
have that which they deſire; how they al- 
ready have Cunning and Jealouſie : I have 
feen, ſaith St. Auſtin, A Child that could not 
ipeak Jealous, who with a pale Countenance 
and fierce Eyes looked upon the Child that ſuck- 
es! with it. 

We may therefore reckon that Children 
40 know then more than is ordinarily ima- 
gined : Thus you may give them by Words 
which ſhall be afhifted by Tones and Ge- 
Fures, an inclination to be with perſons of 

an 
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an Honourable and Virtuous Character 
whom they ſee, rather than with the looſer 
ſort whom they might be in danger of Lo- 
ving. Thus may you too by the different 
Airs of your Countenance,and by the Tone 
of your Voice, repreſent to them with Hor- 
rour thoſe perſons whom they have ſeen in 
a ragezor in any other diſorder, and to take 
the {ofteſt Tones with the ſereneſt Counte- 
nance to repreſent to them with Admirarti- 
on whatever they have ſeen that is Wiſe and 
Meodelr. 

T .inſtance not in theſe ſmall matters as 
great ones. Burt theſe remote Diſpoſitions 
however are the beginnings which oughr 
not to be neglected ; and this manner of 
preventing Children afar oft,hath inſeniible 
Conſequences toward the facilitating their 
Education. 

IF any doubt yet of the power which 
theſe firlt Prejudices of Childhood have 
over Men, ſuch need but conſider how the 
Remembrance of what was beloved in 
Childhood, is {till freſh and affecting in a 
riper Age. If inſtead of giving Children 
vain fears of Fairies and Ghoſts, which 
weaken their Brains, which as yet are very 
tender, by too {trong Commotions : And 
inſtead of lecting them tollow all the imagj- 
nations 
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nations of their Nurſes as to thoſe things 
which they are to love or ſhun, they would 
ſtrive to give them always a pleaſing Idea 
of Good, and a frigh:tulone of Evil : This 
prejudice would very much facilitate to 
them hereafter the Practice of all manner 
of Vertnes. Whereas a Clergy Man is ufu- 
ally repreſented to them under no delirable 
Figure, Death is not mentioned unlels to 
afrizht them, they have Tales allo told them 
of taem that are Dead, coming againin the 
Night in hideons Shapes : Ail which turns 
to no other end but to make a Sou! Weak and 
Timorous, and ro prepoilets it agrintt better 
Martecers. 

It is very uſeful in the Firſt Years of 
Childhood to manage the Chiics Health,to 
{weeten th2 Blood by ths choice of Food , 
and by the Regimen of a plain Uiet, that is 
{oto order her Mzals, as ihe may very near 
keep always tothe ſame hours, to ear often 
enough in proportion to her nzed, ' *' not 
but at the iet times, becauſc this is tu load 
the Stomach before the Digeition be ;'ni{h- 
ed, not to Eat of any high Sawces, o: Bits 
which excite an Appetire without Caulz , 
and a diſreliſhing of thoſe Vidtuals that are 
moſt proper for her Health, and laſtly thar 
ſhe bz not ſerved with too many different 

things, 
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things, for the Variety of Victuals coming 
one after another, maintains the Appetite, 
after the true ends of Eating are fatished. 

It is likewiſe of very great importance, to 
let the Organs ſtrengthen, by not prefling 
them with Inſtruction , to avoid all that may 
kindle the Paſſions, and gently to accuſtom 
the Child to the want of thoſe things tor 
which there is teſtified too great heat of af: 
tection, lo thatit may not ever hope to ob- 
tain the things lo longed atcer. 

Thus tho' the Childrens Nature be not 
very promiſing, they may be rendred do» 
cile, Patient, Firm, Gay and Contented ; 
whereas 1t wc neglect this irlt Age they be- 
come afterwards paſlionate and unquier for 
their whole Lite ; their Blood burns, Ha- 
bits grow, the Body being yet render, and 
the Soul yet free trom any inclination to 
any Object, they are bended towards Evil, 
there is made in them a kind of ſecond Or1- 
ginal Sin, which 15 the —aighe of a thoutand 
Diſorders as they grow up 

Ailoon asthey come toan Age, wherein 
their Reaſon appears, all the Words ſpoken 
to them muſt tend to the making them in 
Love with Truth, and the inſpiring them 
with the contempt of all Diffimulacion. Thus 
ve ought notto make uſe of any Cheat to 

Pacitie 
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pacifie them, or toperſwade them to that 
which we deſire.For hereby they Learn that 
Craftineſs which they never torget ; they 
muſt as much as pollible be led by Rea- 
ſon, and not by Tricks, 

Butlet us. Examine more nearly the Eſtate 
of Children, that we may more particularly 
ſee what is proper for them. The ſubſtance 
of their Brain is ſofr, and it hardens every 
day ; as for their Souls they know nothing, 
every thing is new to them. This ſoftneſs 
in the Brain cauſeth every thing to beeaſily 
imprinted into it, and the f{urprize of No- 
velty maketh them very apt to admire, and 
to be very Curious. It is alfo true that this 
Moiſture and this Softneſs of . the Brain 
joyned with a great heat,give it a facile and 
continual Motion ; whence proceeds that 
Azitation of Children, who are no more 


able to fix their minds on any one Obje , 


than their Bodies in any certain place. 

On the other ſide Children underſtand 
not yet howto think, or to do any thing of 
themſelves, whence they obſerve all, and 
ſpeak bur little, unleſs they be uſed to {pcak 
a great deal, which 1s carefully to be taken 
heed of. 'The Pleaſure oftentimes which 
we deſire to take in brisk Children {'- ileth 
them ; we accuſtom them to vencu.e ar e- 
very 


' 
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very thing that comes into their mind, and 
to ſpeak concerning things of which they 
have as yet no diſtin&t knowledge, whence 
all their Life after the Habit of judging with 
precipitation continues, and they are uſed 
to ſpeak of things, of which they have nor 
any clear Idea's; which isa very pernicious 
Temper. 

This Pleaſure which we deſire to take in 
Children produceth another deplorable et- 
te&t ; They perceive that they are looked 
upon wich delight, that every thing they do 
is obſerved, and what they ſpeak is heard 
with Pleaſure. Hereby they accuſtom them- 
ſelves to an Opinion that the World muſt 
be taken up with them. 

During this Age wherein they are applau- 
ded,and have not as yet tryedContradiction, 
they conceiveChimericalHopes, which make 
= for infinitediſappointmentsfor thewhole 


* Life that is to come. TI have ſeen Children 


who believed that people weie {peaking of 
them,as often as they ſpoke in ſecret, becaule 
they had obſerved they had often done nt. 
They fancied there was nothing in them bur 
what was extraordinary and admirabie.Care 
therefore 15 to be taken of Children, with- 
ou letting them ſee that we think much on 
them. Make them fee thatir is out _ 

neſs 
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neſs and the need they are in of being, re- 
drefſed that you are mindful of their Con- 
duct, and nor our of any Admirarion of 
their diſpoſition. Be contented to form 
them by lictle and little as occaſions natural- 
ly fall in; nay tho' you might very much 
advance the Underſtanding of a Child , 
without pre{ling it, you ought to be atraid 
of doing ir, for the danger of Vanity and 
Prefumption is always greater than the Fruit 
of theſe early Educations which make ſo 
much noiſe. 

You muſt be contented to follow and help 
Nature; Children know but a little, they 
muſt not be encouraged to ſpeak : Bur as 
they are Ignorant of a great many things,io 
have they a great many Queſtions to make 
about them, in which they.are notto be dil- 
heartened, but muſt have preciſe Anſwers 
directed tothem, and ſometimes it would 
be well to add ſome lictle Compariſons to 
render thoſe Expoſitions you give them 
more ſenſible, If they judge of any matter 
without well underſtanding it, they mult be 
perplexed with ſome New Queſtion to make 
them ſenſible of their faule, withour con- 
founding them quite : at the fame time 
you muſt make them perceive not þy wide 
Commendations, but by ſome real Mark of 

elteem, 
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eſteem, that you approve of them much bet- 
ter when they doubt, and when they ask 
what they know not, then when they de- 
cide the beſt, This is the true Method or 
getting into their Mind with a great dealof 
poliſhing a true Modeſty, and a great con- 
temp: for thoſe Conteſts which are fo ordi- 
nary in young Peſons who begin to know 


a Inttle 


As ſoon as it appears that their Reafon 
hath made fome Progrels, this Experiment 
may be made uſe of to fore arm them a- 
gain{t Preſumprion ; You ſee, ſay you,that 
you Under{tand more now than you did a 
year ſince, Withina year you ſhallſee ſtill 
things which you are not capable of ſeeing 
at this time : If the laſt year you had under- 
took to judge of thoſe things you now un- 
derſtand, and which you were ignorant of 
then, you would have made a wrong judg- 
ment. You would have done your felt a 
great injury in pretending to underſtand 
what was beyond your capacity. Ir is the 
ſame at this time with Relation to thoſe 
things you are yet to know- You will one 
day fee how your preſent Judgments are inr 
perte&, In the mean while truſt your ſeit 
to the Judgmentsof Perſons, who judge as 
you will judge your ſelf, when you ſhall have 
their Age and their Experience. The 
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The Curioſity of Children is a propevit- 
on of Nature, which gocth as it were before 
Inſtruction ; Fail not to make good uſe of 
it. For Example, if in the Field they lee a 
Mill.and they would know what it is; you 
muſt explain to them how the Foot] with 
which weare Nouriſhed is prepared. They 
perceive Reapers, you mult make them 
underſtand what they are a doing : How 
Corn is fowed, and how it multiplies in 
the Earth. In the Town they ſee Shops 
where ſeveral Arts are exerciſed,and where 
divers Merchandizes are Sold. You muſt 
not be wearied ever with their Demands : 
Theſe are the Openings which Nature offers 
youor facilitating Initruction: Let chem ſee 
you take Pleaſure in them ; hereby you will 
infenſibly teach them how all things aredone 
which are ſerviceable to Men, and upon 
which Commerce turns. By little and little 
without particular ſtudy they will under- 
ſtand the good manner of making all theſe 
things which are for their uſe, and the jult 
price of each of them ; which is the true foun- 
dation of Houſe keeping. Theſe Notices 
which ought not to be detpiſed by any body, 
ſince all people have need to tak? care of be- 
ing cheated in their expences,arc principally 
neceilary for the Female Sex. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. I\. 
Imitation to be feares. 


HE ignorance of Children in whoſe 
Brain nothing is yet imprinted, and 

who have not as yet attained any Habits, 
renders them pliable, and inclinable to imi- 
tate whatever they ſee 3 wheretore it 1s a 
thing of the higheſt conſequence not to lay 
before them any other then the belt Paterns. 
You muit not ſuffer any to come nearthem, 
but ſuch whoſe examples are uſeful to fol- 
low ; but as it is not poffivle bur they ſhould 
ſee, notwith{tanding all the cautions that 
can be taken, a great many irregular things, 
you muſt make them obſerve berimes the 
impertinenc? of certain vicious and unrea- 
ſonable Perſons, whoſe reputation 15 utter- 
ly gone : You multihew them how one is 
deſpiſed, and worthy fo to be; how ano- 
ther is wretched, when he givcs up himſelf 
to his Paflions, and cultivates not his Rea- 
ſon. Thus you may without uſing them to 
mockery, torm in them an exact relith, and 
make them ſenſible or true decencies : nei- 
ther ought you to forbear preventing them 
1:1 


_ _ - 


& = — - 
= m_— © p 
= _—_ = _ EE nn 


K.. ; m_ 
nk. Oh 


22 The Education of 


gencral with a notice of certain defe&s, tho 
it may be teard their eyes will be hereby 
opened to diſcover the weakneſles of ſuch 
whom they ought to reſpe&t ; for 
beſides that it is not to be expected , 
and that it 1s not at all juſt to keep them 
in ignorance of the true Rules hereupon ; 
the ſureſt means moreover of holding 
them in their Duty is to perſwade 
them that they muſt bear with each others 
defects, that thzy ought not likewiſe to judge 
of them ra{hly ; that they appear often grea- 
ter then they are; that they are ballaaced 
with advantagious qualities; and that no- 
thing being pzrtect in this World, weought 
to admire that which hath tne leaſt imper- 
fetion ; Laſtly tho ir would be needful to 
reſerve ſuch in{tructions for extremiry, yet 
is it necefiary to give them the true piin- 
Ciples, an to preſerve them trom imitating 
all the bad which they have betor2 their 
eVes. 

You muſt alſo hinder them from acting 
ridiculous perſons : for thele jeering and co- 
mical Fathions have ſomthing mean in them, 
and which is contrary to worthy princip.es. 
It is to be teared that Children may take to 
them by reaſon of the heat of their imagi- 
nation, and the volubility of their Bodies, 
joyned 
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Jo) ned to their brigkneſs, which make them 
 Falily cake all forty of torms to repreſent 
what they ſee is ridiculous, 

This Faculty which is in Children pro- 
fuces a vaſt number of evils, when they are 
delivered to fuch as are without vertue, and 
who ſcarce endeavour to hide this before 
them. But God implanted this propenſion 
for a quite contrary end, that they might be 
able eaſily to conform themſelves to what 
good is ſhewn them. Often one had need 
do more then to let:them ſce in another 
that which one would have them do : and 
this is commonly a more eftectual, becauſe 
an mdirect way of teaching chem their 


Luty. 


CHAP V. 


Indire& Inſtructions : Children onc ht not 


0 be preſſed. 


T 1s my opinion, that jt would be well 
to make trequent ute of theſe indiret In- 
ſtrucltons, as being not 10 tireſom as Leflons 
and Remonſtrances, it ir were cnly to a- 
waken their attention unto the Examples 

which we give them. 
After 
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After this manner a Perſon might in thei 
preſence ask of. another, why do you this Þ 
and the other may anſwer, I do it for fuck 
a Reaſon. For in{tance why have you con} 
teſſed your fault ? it is becauſe I ſhould 
havecommitted a much greater one in cow-. 
ardly denying it by alie, and becauſe no 
thing is handſomer thanto ſay frankly I wa: b 
in thewrong. Whereupon the firſt Perſon 
may commend the other for this ingenuity 
in accuſing himſelf; but care is to be taken |. 
that this be done without. affetation : for ? 
Chilciren are more penetrating than we 
think : and as ſoon as they perceive any cur: ; 
ning in thoſe who govern them, they fling 
off the ſimplicity and the confidence which ; 
arenatural to them. b 

We have obſerved , that the Brains of 
Children are both hot and moilt ; which 
cauſes in them a continual motion ; their 
ſoftneſs doth not only mak all things to be 
eaſily imprinted, but the in:ages allo of all 
ſenſible objects are there very freſh and 
ſtrong. So it is requiſite to make haite to 
write in their heads, while the Characters { 
may be eaſily formed there» But choice 1s ; 
to be made of the Images, which you deſign 5 
to ingrave ; for in fo ſmall and precious a , 
Cabinet as this , ought no other but exqur , 
ite 
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2 ite things to be placed ; it muſt be remem- 
**ÞSred that at this Age you muſt not inſtill into 


ct eir Minds any thing but what you defire 
i laſt there for their whole Life. The farſt 
7 mages Engraven while the Brain is. ſoft, 


ad hath yet nothing Written upon it, are 
"the deepeſt ; they harden too according to 
® the meaſure as Age dries the Brain ; conſe- 
” uently they become undefaceable: Hence 
7 £ tis that when we are Old, we diſtinctly 
- zemember many things done in our Y outh 
of at ever fo great diſtance, whereas we do 
' " hot near {o well retain thoſe which we ſaw 
ws ' in riper Age ; becauſe the Traces of theſe 
| > latter were made in the Brain, at the time 
in which it was already dryed and filled 
with other Images. : 
4 When we hear ſuch kind of Reaſonings 
- WE.Can hardly believe them : Tho? it be 
_ * truethat we Reaſon after the ſame manner, 
Ml without perceiving it at all. Are therenot 
thoſe who daily talk after this rate ; I have 
taken my Track, I am too Old now to 
rs COAnge, 1 was bred up after this way. Be- 
* ſides, perceive they not a lingular pleaſure 
in recalling the. Images of Youth ? The 
þ a Inclinations are they not thoſe 
* Wh ch were taken in this Age ? Proves not 
hs ” all this that the _ {t Imprethions and tho 
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firſt Habits are ſtill the moſt durable? m 
| 


If Childhood be fit for the Engraving of g; 
Images in the Brain, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that it is not altogether ſo for Rea- 4, 
ſoning. The moiſture of it which renders yy; 
the Impreflions eaſie, being joyned with a ye; 
great Heat, makes an agitation which hin- gr; 
ders all continued Application. | 
A Child's Brain is liketo a lighted Torch Jhf 
in a place expoſed to the wind : Its Light go 
3s always blazing here and there as the Wind Jt 
drives it: 'The Child makes you a queſtion; H; 
and before you can have anſwered her, her gif, 
Eyes are tofled up toward the Cieling, ſhe  ] 
is counting all the Figures that are there fad 
Painted, or all the Panes of Glaſs which the 
are in the Windows : It yougd to bring anc 
her back to her firſt Obje&t, you Torment ple: 
her as if you held her in Priſon : So that Fm 
you ought with great care to manage the pur 
Organs of Children till they be ftrength- and 
ned : To ſuch Queſtions as are put to you the 
by them, make ready and apt Anfwers,ne- Ma 
ver hinder them from making as many as wht 
they pleaſe. Do you but maintain their in t 
Curioſity, and make in their Memory a ys þ 
Collection of good Materials ; the time will in t 
come when they will adjuſt them together 
of themſelves, and when the Brain having Ve; 
more 
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more conſiſtence they will reaſon more Lo- 
ically : In the mean while confine your 
lves to ſet them right, when they are our 
mchcir Reaſoning ; and to make them feel 
without Violence, according to the Diſco- 
ycries you ſhall give them, what it is to 
draw a true conſequence. 

Suffer therefore Children to play and mix 
Inſtruction with their Sport 3 ſo that Wiſe 
dom may not be diſcovered to them but by 
Intervals, and with a ſmiling Countenance. 
Have a care of wearying them with an in- 
diſcreet Exactneſs. 

If Children once frame to themſelves a 
fd and melancholy Idea of Vertue, all is 
then as good as loſt : When Licentiouſneſs 
and Irregularity are preſented to them in a 
pleaſing Shape, it is no wonder if they 
Embrace them; you may then labour to no 
purpoſe. Wheretore never let mean Spirits, 


and ſuch as are under no Rule come near 
| them to flatter them.We are uſed to love the 
| Manners and Opinions of thoſe Perſons 


whom we reſpect , and the Pleaſure we take 


' in the Company of Profligate Men, makes 


SY WAY "© 


us by degrees even to eſteem what we find 

in them the moſt contemptibles 
To make Children delighted with che 
Vertuous, you muſt make them to obſerve 
C 2 what- 
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whatever they have in them that is either 


Lovely or Uſeful, as- their Sincerity, their 


Modeity, their Diſintereſtedneſs, their Fi- 
delity, their Diſcretion ; but above all their 
Piety which is the Ground of all the reſt. 

If of this number there be any who hare 
ſomething in them thatis offenlive, as it of- 
ten happens; you may tellthem, that Piety 
doth not cauſe theſe Defe&s : Which it per: 
te& it expels, orat lcaitwiſe ſweetens, and 
makes tolerable. After all you need nor, 
nor muſt not be pertinacious in making 
Children reliſh certain Pious Perſons who 
have a diſreliſhing Outſide. 

Tho? you ſhould watch over your ſel! 
very caretully not to let any thing be ſeen 
in your behaviour but what is good; cx 
pec&t not therefore that the Child will b: 
able to diſcover no fault in you, who wil 
often perceive even your lightelt ones. 

St. Auſtin informs us how from his Chil: 
hood he obſerved the Faults of his Tutors 
Now that which is beſt and moſt importan' 
for you to doin this caſe, is to know you: 
RIf your own Faults, which the Child wil © 
know as well as you, and to cauſe fincer: » 
Friends to. Advertiſe you of them. Ordr 
narily thoſe who Govern Children do Pat 
don nothing in them, and every _ 

non 
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themſelves. This ſtirs up in Ciutdren a Spi- 
rit of Cenforiouſnels and Spitz ; jo that 
when they have ſeen any Fault commitrecl 


by thoſe who have the Tuition over tie 
they are preſently raviſhed at ic, as it they 
' had found matter enough to recrimunate. 


Avoid this inconvenience: Be not afraid 
to ſpeak of the Defe&ts which are viſible 
in you; and of the Faults which may have 
eſcaped you in the Child's Preſence : If ſhe 
be capable of underftanding Reaſon about it, 
tell her you will give her an Example of cor- 
reing her Faults, by correcting your own, 
Hereby you will have even from your very 
Imperte&tions wherewith to inſtruct, and 
to Edifie the Child, wherewith to Encou 
rage her for her Amendment ; you will a- 
void too the Contempt, and the diſguſt 
which your Failings might have given her 
as to your Perſon. 

At the ſame time,you muſt ſeek all means 
of making thoſe things pleaſant to the Child, 
which you require trom her. Have you az 
ny thing that is troublelome which you 
would propoſe, give her to underſtand that 
the pains will bs ſoon followed wich plea- 
ſure; ſhew her always the uſefulneſs of the 


' things you teach her; make her ſee the uſe 


with relation to the Commerce of the 
C2 World, 
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World, and the Duties of particular Con 


ditions : Without this, Study appears to he: : 
an abſtracted, barren, and thorny Labour: : 
to what ſerves it, ſay they in themſelves © 
to learn all theſe things, which never com: * 


into Converſations, and which have no kind 
of reſpe& to what ever we are obliged tc 
do. Itis therefore neceſſary to give Chil 
dren the Reaſons of all that 1s taught them: 
'This 15,you may tell them, to put you into 


a condition of doing well that which you 


are hereafter to do; this is to form your 
judgment 3 this is to accuſtom you to 
Reaſon juſtly upon all the affairs of Life; 
it is alwaies neceſſary to ſhew them ſome 
ſolid and pleafing end, which may be able 
to ſupport them thro the labour , and ne- 
ver pretend to ſubdue them by a dry and 
abſolute authority. 

According as their Reaſon increaſeth, fo 
35 it requiſite to reaſon more and more with 
them about tne needs of their Education, 
not to follow all their thoughts, bur to pro- 
fit by them, when they make their true e- 
ſtate to appear, to try their Diſcretion, and 
to make them reliſh the things we would 
have them to do. 

Never uſe without an extream neceſlity, 


an auſtere and imperious Air, which makes 
Chil- 
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Children tremble; it is often an affecation 
2 and pedantry in thoſe who govern : for 
'* Children are commonly too timorous and 
ſhamefaced. You will doſe their heads,and 
| take away from them the conhiience, with- 
out which there is no fruit to be hoped for 
by Education ; make your felt beloved by 
them, that fo they may b2 free with you, 
and may not dread the letting you ſce their 
defets. To ſucceed herein be indulgent to 
thoſe who diſguiſe not themiclves before you. 
Do not appear ſtartled or provoked by their 
evil inclinations : on the contrary comply 
with their weakneſles : now and then there 
may follow hence this inconvenience, that 
they will be the lels seſtrained by tear ; but 
to take all together, confidence and tince- 
rity are more uſetul to them than a rigorous 
authority. 

Otherwiſe authoriry mult not fail to taks 
its place, if confidence and Periwaſion are 
not ſtrong enough : but it is needful alwaies 
to begin with an open, gay, and familiar 
conduct, yer ſuch as is too without a baſe 
meanneſs ; that you may have the mear:s 
of ſeeing Children act naturally, and with- 
out any diſguiſe, and of knowing them tho- 
roughly, laſtly when you ſhall have redu- 
ced them by authority to obſerve all your 
C 4 Rules 
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Rules, you will not reach your end ;. all 4! 
will turn into forced,and paintul formalities, {9 
and perhaps into hypocriſie ; you will dif. ?.. 
guſt them with goodneſs, the love of which #1 
oughtto be your only endeavour to inſpire 4? 
into them. voy 
If the Wiſeman gave this perpetual ad- )*©! 
vice to Parents to keep the Rod lifred up 
over Children ; if he ſaid, That a Father, 
who plays with his Child ſhall afterwards weep 
he did not hereby blame a gentle and pati- 
ent Education. He only condemns thoſe 2? 
weak and inconſiderate Parents, who flat- 
ter the Paflions of their Cluldren, and who 
ſeek not but to divert themſelves with © 
them during their Childhood , even to 
the ſuffering in them all kind of Excel- P* 


ſes, ay 
Hence we may conclude, That Parents ? 
ought alwaies to preſerve authority for cor: = 


re&ion : For there are ſome Natures which 
muſt be tamed by fear ; but this {till is ne- Y 
yer to be done but when you can do 'no 


otherwiſe. P 

A Child, who acts but by imagination, 
and who confounds in her head all theſe * 
things, which appear connected together " 
in 'one and the ſame repreſentation, hates * 


Study and Vertue, becaulc ſhe is r=" 
wit 
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with an averſion for the perſon, who ſpeaks 


;to her of them. 
; Hence proceeds that melancholy and 
frightful Idea of Vertue, which ſhe retains 
all her life; this is oftentimes all that re- 
\mains of a ſevere Education. You mult of- 
ten tolerate things which want correction, 
and wait the moment wherein the Chil 
ſhall be diſpoſed to profit by correction. 
Never rebuke her either in her firſt motion 
after the fault, or inyours : it you do it in 
your own, ſhe will perceive that you at 
through humour and diſpoſition, not thro? 
Reaſon and kindnels : You will lofe with- 
out recovery your authority. It you check 
her in her firſt motion ſhe is not in a tem- 
per free enough to acknowledge her fault , 
to overcome her paſſion, and to be ſenſible 
of the importance of your Advice. This 
is likewiſe to expole the Child to loſe the 
reſpe& which ſhe ows you : Shew her that 
you are alwaies Mittreſs ci your kit; no- 
thing will make her better lee it than your 
Patience. Obſerve all the n:oments tor le- 
veral daies, if it be neceilary to place well 
a correction. Tell not a C|l:i!d of her fail- 
ing without adding jomc means to over- 
come it, which may cncourage nerto goits 
tor it ;5 necdtul to avoii tl mrouble ani the 
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diſcouragement, which bare correction in. ?ar 
ſpires. If there be a Child that hath ſon Jal 
meaſure of Reaſon, I believe, it would b: 1if 
well inſenſibly to engage her to ask that one 3c: 


would tell her of her faults. 


This is the *w 


means to let her know them, without being }le: 
afflicted ; however you muſt not then tell ? pl 


her of them many times together, or with 
much aggravation. 

It muſt beconſidered, that Children nave 
a weak head, that their Ages makes them 
not yet ſenſible of any thing but pleaſure, 
and that we eften require from them an 
exacneſs and a ſeriouſneſs of which they 
are altogether uncapable , and not onely 
they, but the very exacteſt, perſons them: 
ſelves, who are already grown up : A dan- 
gerous impreſſion too is made of dillike and 
{dneſs upon their Temper, by ſpeaking to 
them alwaies of words and things that they 
Co not at all underſtand ; no liberty, no Jo- 
cundnefs, alwaies Leilon, Silence, forced Po- 
{tures, Corrections and Threatnings. 

The Ancients underſtood this better : 
[t was by the Pleaſure of Verics and Mu- 
tick, that the principal Sciences, the Ma- 
ximes of Vertue,and the refinement of Man- 

rs were introduced among, the Hebrews, 
the Egyptians, and the Grecians, Such as 
alc 
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{are without reading can hardly believe it ; 
{all chis is remote from our Cuſtomes : yer, 
{if one know but very little of Hiſtory, there 
+can be no meansof doubting, but that this 
| was the vulgar praQtice for many Ages. Ac 
{leaſt let us endeavour in ours to joyn the 
| pleaſant to the profitable as foon as we 
' CaNe 

But tho' one can hardly hope to proceed 
alwaies without uſing terrour , for the ge- 
nerality of Children whoſe Nature is ſtub- 
born, and not eaſily teachable , recourſe 
however muſt be had to it, but atter having 
patiently tryed all other remedies. You 
muſt likewiſe mak? the Children alwaies 
diftin&ly to underſtand all rhac is required 
of them, and with what you will be con- 
tented from them : for it 15 requiſite that joy 
and confidence be their ordinary dſpofitt- 
ons, otherwiſe you may break their Tem- 
pers, and their courage will be abated; if 
they are lively, you may provoke them 
and if they are folt they are {tupiftied. Fear 
is like violent Remedics, that ace made uſe 
of in extream Diſtempers; they purge, but 
they alter the Temper, and wear the Or- 
gans ; a Soul led by fear is thereby alwaies 
weaker. : 

Moreoyer, thy you ſhould not corftant- 
l/ 
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ly threaten 'without- chaſtifing, for fear of 
-rendring threats contemptible : :yet neither 
muft-you chaſtife as often -as you threaten, 
As for Chaſtiſements the puniſhment ought 
to be as light as poflible it can, the fault 
conſidered, but accompanied with all the : 
circumſtances that may affect the Child 
with thame and remorſe. For inſtance, 
ſhew it all that you have done to avoid com 
ing to this extremity ; appear to be trouw 
bled tor what you do z ſpeak before it with 
other perſons concerning the unhappynet ' 
of thoſe who are deſtitute of Reaſon and 
Honour, even to the bringing themlſelve: 
under the laſh ; withdraw the marks of or: 
dinary kindneſs ſo long till you ſee a need 
of comforting : Let this chaſliſement be ei 
ther publick or private, according as yo 
ſhall judge it moſt uſeful to the Child, either 
co affe& her with a great ſhame, or to let 
her ſee that. ſhe is ſpared. Reſerve this pub 
lick ſhame to make uſe of it as the laſt re 
medy ; imploy now and then ſome body © 
Reaſon to comfort the Child , who maz 
tell her that which you ought not then 
tell her your ſelf: who may cure her of her 
vitious ſhame, cliſpoſing her to come agaii 
to you, and to whom the Child in her emo: 
tion may open her heart more freely = 

v 
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The conld do before you. But eſpecially 
you muſt not levit eyer appear, that you 
require from the Child any but ne- 
cellary ſubmiſlions ; trie therefore to bring 
it ſo about, that your Daughter may con- 
demn her ſelf, that ſhe may execute her 
own ſentence, by handſomly ſubmitting, 
and that there may no more remain for 
you todo than to {weeten the puniſhment 
which ſhe ſhall have accepted: Every one 
ought to qualifie general Rules by parti- 
cular needs. Men, and eſpecially Chil. 
dren, do not alwaies reſemble themſclves ; 
what is good to day 1s dangerous to mor- 
row: A conſtant uniform conduct cannot 
be uſeful. 

The fewer formal Leſſons you give, it 
is ſo much the better ; a vaſt number of 
inſtructions of greater uſe than ſet Leſſons, 
may be inſinuated into gay Converſations. 
L have ſeen ſeveral Children , who have 
learnt to read in playing : One nced only 
tell them ſome diverting things, and then 
pull out a Book in their preſence, and in- 
ſenſibly make them to underſtand the Let. 
ters. Afﬀeer this they will be deſirous of 
themſelves to be able to go to the fountain 
of that which hath'given them pleaſure. 

Two things there are which ſpoil all : 

which 
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whichare, that they are taught, Boys eſpe- 
cially,to read preſently Latin, which takes 
away from them all the pleaſure of read- 
ing ; and that they are accuſtomed general- . 1 
ly to read witha forced and ridiculous Em- | 
haſis. A Book muſt bz given them that is 
well bound,guilded on the Back and Edges, | 
with fine Cuts,and Printedin a very good 
Character. - Every thing that rejoyces or 
enlivens the imaginations facilitates Study, © 
You muſt endeavour to chooſe a Book . 
\ 

? 

t 


that is full of ſhort and wonderful Hiſto- 

ries ; this being done trouble not your ſelf 
with fear leaſt the Child ſhould not come 

to read ; vex her not, nor weary her, e- 

ven tho' it be to make her read exactly ; 

let her pronounce naturally, according as f 
ſhe ſpeaks, other tones are never good, and V 
look Pedantically, when her Tongue ſhall 
be unlooſed, her breaft itronger, and the C 
habit of reading greater, ſhe will read #© 
without pain, and with mors Grace, and 
more diſtinctly. 

The manner of teaching to write ought <C 
to be very near theſame : When Children d 
underſtand a little to read, you may make © 
a diverſion of forming of Letters; and ut V 
there be many together, it will be conve- [ 


nient to put emulation among them, Chil- 
dren 
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dren are of their own accord carried to 
make Figures upon paper ; it you help 
but a little this inclination, without too 
 muchracking ir, they will form Letters in 
playing, and by degrees accuſtom them- 
ſelves to write, From which propenſion 
ſo viſible in them ſome have thought it 
would be more agreeable to begin with 
writing, than to inſtra& them after the 
common method ; and to have two or 
three alphabets ot Letters engraven on 
Copper Plates, with double lines having 
whites betwixt, which che Children would 
be ſtriving to fill, and then when they 
have made them they would be inquilt- 
tive to know what they are. It is adviſed 
for them to begin with great Letters, after 
which well done to procecd to the leſs, 
then to the Numerical Figures, and ſo to 
Circles, Squares, and the like. What Mr. 
Paſcal did in theſe laſt is known to all,and 
how he was forced to give Names to what 
he had formed, as to call a line, a Bar, a 
Circle, a Round. Some are of opinion that 
this might be advanced to other great ends, 
to many excellent uſes of Humane lite, 
which Children would infenſibly learn. 
Let it beas it will, however it 1s uſeful to 
go along here with their curioſity : They 
may 
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may be likewiſe excited to this by ſome 


Reward which may be pleaſant to them, 


and of no dangerous conſequence. 

Write me a Billet one may fay, ſend 
ſuch a thing to your Brother, or to your 
Couſin, all this makes pleaſure for the 
Chiid, provided that not any melancho- 
ly image of a ſet Leflon diſturb her. 4 free 
curieſity, ſaith St. Auſtin, upon his own ex- 
perience, ſtirs up the Spirit of Children, more 
then a Rule and a neceſſity impoſed through 
Fear. 

Obſerve a great defe& of the ordinary 
Educations : All the Pleaſure is put on one 
ſlide, and all the trouble on the other; all 


the trouble in Study , all the pleaſure in ; 


Diverſions : What can a Child do but im: ; 


patiently bear this Rule, and eagerly run 
after Recreation ? 

Let us endeavour therefore to change 
this Order, let us render Study plea- 
lant, let us hide it under the appeat- 
ance of liberty and delight ; let us utter 
Children now and then to break oft itudy 
by lictle fallies and diverſions ; they have 
need of theſe diſtractions to give reſt to 
their minds. 

Let us give them leave to walk, permi: 
'em from time to time fome diyertion or 

lome 
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fJome play, that their Spirit may be enlar- 
ped ; then Jet us bring 'em back ſweetly 
ito what we deſign. A regularity too exact 
/in requiring from *em ſtudies without in- 
{terruption, doth hurt *em very much : ve- 
iry often thoſe who govern them aftec&t 
this regularity, becaule it is more conveni- 
'ent to them, than a continual ſubje&tion 
ito make uſe of every moment. At the 
{ſame time let us take away from the diver. 
[ſions of Children what ever may be able 
(to affe&t em with too great paſlion : what- 
-ſoever diverts the Spirit, offersit a pleaſant 
yariety, fatisfies its curioſity for things ule- 
'ful, exercifes the body to convenient arts, 


{all this ought to be imployd in Childrens 


diverſions , thoſe which they love moft 
where the body 1s in motion they are con- 
tented with;provided that they often change 
place , a flight or a bowling is enough. 
Thusit is not needful to be concerned tor 
their pleaſures, they will invent enough of 
themſelves, it is ſufficient to let *em fol- 
low them with a gay countenance, and to 
moderate 'em when they are too much 
heated. It is good only to make 'em ſenſible, 
as much as it is poflible of the pleaſuresof 
the Soul, as converſation, News, Hiſtories, 


and ſeveral Playes of induſtry, which 
in- 
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includes ſome inſtruction. All this will hay: » 
its uſe in its time, but the guſt of Chil. ? 
dren muſt not be forced, as to this on 
ought only make a few overtures tothen, 3 
hereafter their bodies will bs leſs expoſel ? 
to motion, and their minds will act mor ' 


readily. 


The care which muſt be taken in th: © 
mean while to ſeaſon ſerious buſineſle: * 


with pleaſure will greatly ſerve to qualifi 
the heat of Youth againſt dangerous di 
verſions. It'is ſubjeion and trouble whict 
give ſo much impatience of being divert 
ed. Ifa young woman would be lefs tired 
with being near. her Mother, ſhe wouk 
not have ſo much trouble to eſcape 


from her to go to look out for Company 


ons, that are not ſo good. 

In the choice of diverſions all ſuſpected 
ſociety ought to be avoided, Boyes are not 
to be with Girles, nor theſe too with thof: 
of their own Sex, who are not of an or- 
derly and fixed temper. The Plays which 
ſpend the Spirics, and which atfe& too 
much, or accuſtomes them to an agitation 
of body which is immodeſt ina Girl, fre: 
quent goings abroad, and Converſation 
which may -give an anxiety to go olter 
abroad, are to beayoided. When a Chill 


h 
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| 1s not yet ſpoild by any great diverſion, 


, 2 and has not caufed any violent paſſion to 


ariſe in her ſelf, ſhe may caſily find joy: 
; health, and innocence are the true ſprings, 
$ but perſons, who have had the niisfortune 
of being uſed to violent pleaſures, loſe the 

guſt of thoſe that are moderate, and are 
| alwaies diſquicted in a troubleſome ſearch 
after joy. 

Thereliſh for diverſions is ſpoil'd in like 
manner with that for viduals, forme ſo uſe 
themſelves to things of a high reliſh, that 
ordinary meats and plainly ſcafoned, be- 
come flat and inſipid. Let us be afraid of 
thoſe great convulſions of the Soul, which 
prepare diſquiets and diſguſts : they are 
more eſpecially to be feared for Children, 
who leſs reſiſt what they feel, and whoſe 
Conſtitutions naturally keeps themin acti- 
on more vividly. Let us continue in them a 
reliſh of plain things; that there may be 
neither great preparations of victuals to 
nouriſh, nor of Sports to recreate them. 
Sobriety gives alwaies appetite enough 
without having need to raiſe it by high 
Sawces,which lead to intemperance; Tem- 
perance ſaid one of the Ancients, 2s the 
beſt Miſtreſs of Pleaſure : With this Tem- 
perance, which makes the health of _—_ 

an 


EE 
44 The Education of 


and Sou),-one is alwaies in a ſweet and: : 
moderate joy; there is no need of Ma | 
chines or Sights, or expences to recreate 4 
our ſclves, a little Play which they may in 
vent themſelves, a Reading, a Labour :- 
which one undertakes, a Walk, innocen 
Converſation , which relaxeth the mind 
after hard labour, cauſe a Joy to be [kt 
_ than that of the moſt charming Mu ' 
lick. 

Ie is true, plain Pleaſures are leſs lively, 
and leſs ſenſible. Others carry away the 
Soul by pulling away the Springs of the 
Paffions. Bur plain Pleaſures are of bet: 
ter uſe, they give aneven and durable joy, 
without any malignant conſequence. They 
are alwaics wholeſome 5; whereas otheis 
like Wines that are upon the fret, may 
pleaſe in going down more than natural 
ones, but yet will diſturb and hurt the 
health ; the temperament of the Soul is 
ſpoiled as well as the taſte by the ſearch 
after theſe lively and picquant Pleaſures, 
All that we can do for the Children whom 
we govern, is to accuſtome them to this 
plain way of Life, to fortifie in them this 
habit the longeſt time that is poſlible, to 
prevent them with the dread of inconve- 
niences which attend other Plealures, and 
not 
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mot to give them up to themſelves, as is or- 
Eivarily done, in the Age wherein the pal- 
' Fions begin to be moſt ſenſible, and where- 


— = 


: in by conſequence they have the greateſt 
; meed of being kept 1n. 
: It muſt be acknowledged , that of all wm 


*the pains of Education, there 1s not any 
comparable to that ot the bringing up 


Children , who lack ſenſibility. Quick War a 
« and fentible natures are capable of terri- oP 
: ble excurſions : Paſſions and Prefumprtion r/o 
1. 


draw them on; but they have likewiſe 
grcat Recoverics, and fpring back often 
| when at a far diſtance ; Inſtruction in | 
them is like an hidden Eud, which puth- t 
eth forward, and fructihcth ſometimes qi 10" 
when experience comes into the fuccour "1 
of Reaſon, and when the Patltons fink ; 
at leaſt one may hereby render them at- 
tentive, and ftir up their curiolity. We 
have in theſe wherewith to intereit them 
in what we teach them, and to ſpur them 


on with honour 3; whereas we have no- My 

thing to win upon [:dolent Natures, All ©. 

their thoughts are diitractions, they are | 

never where they ought to be 3 we can- i. 

not touch them to the quick by Correcti- 4 
| 


ons ; they hear all and perceive nothing, 


This indolence makes Ciitdren nevli- 
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gent, and diſreliſhes them, for whatever ſavor 
they do : it is then when the beſt educati- Body 


on runs an hazard of being diſappointed, 
if we haſte not to go before the miſchict 
from the very infancy. A great number 
of Perſons, who ſound not mirters to the 
bottom, Conclude from this ili {uccefs, that 
it is Nature, that doth all in forming men 
of merit, and Education nothing ; where- 
as one ought only to conclude, that there 
are ſome Natures, like ungrateful !21ds, 
upon which Tilling hardly doth any thing, 
It is {till much worſe when theſe 1ſo dith- 
cult Educations are croſled, or negle&- 
ed, or badly ordered in their begin- 
nings. 

Jt muſt likewiſe be obſerved that there 
are ſome natures of Children, in which 
people are very much miſtaken. "They ap- 
pear at the firſt to be brisk, becaule the firſt 
Graces of Childhood have a Luſtre which 
covereth all. "There is teen in it I know 
not what of that which is tender and a- 
miable , which hinders trom examining 
more nearly all that is particular in the 
Face. Every thing that 1s tound in them 
very. brisk ſurprizeth, becauſe not expect- 
ed trom their Age. All the faults of juc'g- 
ments are permitted them, ar.d have the 
ſlavour 
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favour of ingenuity ; a certain vivacity of 
Body, which never fails to appear in Chil- 
dren , is taken for that of the mind. 
Hence it is that the Childhood ſeems to 
promiſe fo much, and to give fo litcle; 
Such an one was famed for his wit when 
he was five years old, who proportionably 
as he was ſeen to grow up, fell into ob- 
ſcurity and contempt. Of all the Quali- 
ties which are ſeen in Children, there is 
but one, upon which one can make any 
account, that is good reaſoning ; It grows 
up alwaies with them, provided thar it be 
well cultivated ; the Graces of Childhood 
wear away, their Vivacity is extinguiſhed, 
the tenderneſs of Soul which we call 
Good Nature is likewiſe very often loſt ; 
becauſe their Paſſions and their Commerce 
with the Men of Politiques, inſenſibly har- 
den Young Perſons who enter into the 
World. Endeavour therefore to diſcover 
through the Graces of Childhood, whe- 
ther the Nature which you have to Go- 
vern lacks Curioſity, and whether it be 
inſenſible of an Honourable Emulation. 
In this caſe it is difficule, but that all the 
Perſons charged with its Education ſhould 
be ſoon wearied, and leave off fo un+ 
gratctul and thorny a Labour. It :sthere- 
fore 
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fore neceſſary to ſtir up briskly all the 
Springs ofthe Child's Soul to draw her ou: 
of this drowſineſs. If you foreſee this in 
convenience, do not preis it immed; ately 
with continued 1tructions ; carefully a: 
void loading her Vic:nory,for it isthis winch 
aſtoniſhes, and which weighs Cown th! 
Brain. Tire her not witn Tormentin! 
Rules 5 Encourage her, as long as ſhe faliz 
not into a contra V extream into Preſump: 
tion : Be not afraid Gifcreerly to ſhew her 


whereof ſhe is capable. content your felt 
with a little : Gi:\.rve to her her leaſt Suc- 


ceſles ; Repreiczi to her how improperly 
ſhe was afraid oi 1:0 5ingable to ſucceed 
in the things which {hc hath well done ; fer 
Emulation to worx. !caloufie is violenter 
in Children than ca': b2 imagin&cd ; fome 
of them have been teen to dry up, and 
to droop away with a ſecret lavguiſhing, 
becauſe others have keen more loved 
and more Carelled then they. It is to9 
ordinary a Cruelty in Mothers to make 
them ſuifer this Torment ; but yu one 
muſt know how upon prefling necetiicies 
to apply this Remedy againlt Indolence: 
Set beture her other Children who do not 
much better than ine : Examples-that are 
much :boveher weaknels will ferve total 
tally to Giſcourage ior. Giy? 
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Give the Child from time to time little 
Vicories over thoſe of whom the is jea- 
Jous : Engage her if you can, to I aught 


tfrecly at her own Timorouſneſs ; ler her 


dec that thole who were quite Us Timo- 


:rous, have at length overcame their 'Tem 


per ; Teach her by indirect Inftrutions 
which may be offered to another, how 


Fearfulneis and Sloth GQeaden the Soul 5 


how ſuch as are ſoft and without Applica- 
tion, whatever Genius they may have, 


are yet rendred Fools, and degrade thz m-* 


ſelves ; but with all this you muſt have a 


care of giving chele Inſtructions with an 


Auſtere and impatient "Tone ; for nothing 
makes a ſoft and fearful Child fink ſo much 
into her ſelf as Roughneſs : On the con- 
trary double your Cares ro ſeaſon with 
calic Pleaſures that are proportioned to 
her Nature the Labour which you cannot 
il»are her irom undergoing ; Perhaps too 
it may be now and then needful ro ſpur 
her torward with ſome kind of Coricempt 
and Reproaches z which you muſt not do 
your ſelf, bur it muſt be done by :n infe- 
riour Perſon, fuch as another Chile vith- 
out your ſczeming to know of it. 

St. Auſtin gives us an Account that a 
Reproach given to his Mother J4onica in 
her 


Tho, LA]. $2.4 | 


to make uſe ot it. 
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her Childhood by a Servant Maid touche! 
her ſo very much to the quick, as that ſhe 
corrected her ot an ill Habit 'of Urinking 
Wine unmixt, trom which the vehemence: 
and ſeverity of her Governels was not a 
ble to preterve her. To conclude , you 
muſt as much endeavour to give a Palate 
to the Souls of theſe kind of Children, a; 


you do to give one to the Podies of Sick 


perſons. Th Cy are not lett themſelves to 
jeek that which may cure their want 0f 
reliſh, they may be jn4ulged in ſome I Far. 
Ciesto the expence even of Rules, provi 
ded they go not tO any dangerous excels, 
It is much more difficult to give a Habit 
of Relitning tO diol who have no Tatts 
at all, than to-torm the Palate of thok 
who have itnot yet ſuch as 't ought to | 
There is another kind ot fentibility {i 
more difhcult and more important to |: 
given, Wiich 15 that of Friendſhip. it 
toon as a Child is capable ot, it, there i: 
10 queſtion of turning her Heart rowac 
the Perſons who are profitable to her 
Friendihip will well near Iead to all thok 
things which you can expect from her 
You have a certain Bond to draw her « 
Goodneſs, provided that you know how 
There remains 7:0 


MOi: ; 


*Atkections. 
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Exceis or bad Choice in it: 
Pur there are other Chil- 
> Policick , Sly, Indifferenr , 


NAIR 1 Pa 
more DULL 


dren who are 


that ſo they may draw every thing ſecret- 


ly to themſelves ; they chear | their Parents 
whom Tenderneſs rendecth Credulous ; 
they pretend to love them, they Study 
their inclinations that they may conform 
to tnem 3 whey appear more Vocilc than 0- 
ther Children of the fame Age, who act 
wichour Ditguite according to'their Hus 
mour ; their Flextbleness, which conceals 
a ſower Will, looks like a true Seetreſs 
and their di{lembled Nature untol\s not 
it felt quirc, bur afcer tis time is pait co 


© ſ 
have 1t redreited 
I- I > 1*, ho Aqyy N y p11 n.> #*fY/* e% T1 J 
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may be faiak to !;s that ; in th; mean 
white the Numer cf tem is preater 
than 15 _uſtall, imagine: 3 Farents can- 
not be brovs ct to thunk that their Chil- 
dren are of .; pervertc 4enner : When 
they will not ive it of tl 2mictves. ,no boy 

Lares undertag to convince them of i 

and the Milcict encrialtes daily. The 
principal Rem: :..y would be to invite, and 
uſe Children from the very hirſt to a great 


Liberty of (ilcover; PERU their Inclinations OG 
f \ 
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You muit know them thorowly , before 


you go to correct them. They are Na- 


turally Plain and Open ; but it you but 
rack them a little, or give them ſome Ex: 
ample of Diſguiling ; they return no more 
to this firſt ſimplicity. It is true that God 
alone giveth Tenderneſs and Sweetnels of 
Temper, we can only endeavour to raik: 
it by generous Examples, by Maxims oi 
Honour and of LEifintcereſtedneſs, by the 
content of ſuch as love themiclves toc 
much. Ir js needtul totry togive an earl; 
Reliſh to Children, of the Pleaſure of an 
hearty and reciprocal Friendſhip, before 
they have once loſt this natural ſimplicity 
of Temper. To which nothing will con 
duce fo much as to place them immediate: 
ly near {uch Perſons as ſhew them nothing 
ever that is Stiff , Faiſe, Mean, or Selfiſh 
It would be better to ſuffer ſuch to be nea: 
them who may have other Failings, anc 
who may be clear from thoſe, than t 
permit any perſons of a tricking diſpoſiti 
on to be about them, upon any accoun 
whatlvever; you mult likewiſe commer. 

Children for what ever they do out « 

Friendſhip, provided that it be not to 

much diſplaced, or too violent. Ir is necc 


ful too, that Parents appear full of a tin 
ct: 
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ere kindneſs for them : For Children 
I:arn often from their _— themleclves 
to be kind to no body. In thort I would 
have al ſuperfluous Complimeats towards 
Friends, all £ 1g1zd Demo: "trations of 
Friendſhin, and all falſe Careilzz, where- 
by they arc ta oake to pay with vain ap: 
pearances the Perſons whom they ought 
to Jove to be avcuuitd in their fight. 

There 1s a detect oppoſite ro t NS Now 
repreſe: nted, which is _—_ ordinary in 
Giris, w hich 1 1s, to b2 too much affected 
with the moit indifferent things. They 
know nor how to ſee two perions at diffe- 
rence one with the other, without taking 
part with one of them in their heart a- 
gainlt the other : They are always tull of 
Aﬀctions, or Averſions without ground ; 
they perceive no Defect in what tazy E- 
ſtem, and no good Quality in what they 
de ſpile. It is nut proper ummediately to 
oppoſe this Humour ; for Contradiction 
itrengethens the(e Fancies ; : but iris proper 
by little and little to take notice to any 
young Perſon, that you know better than 
the doth all that is Good in whar the loves, 
and all that is Bad in what ſhe diſlikes : 
Take care art the fame time to make her 
ſenſible upon O :caſions of the great con- 
2 ſequence 
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fequence of the Defects that 'are found 
te moſt Charming Perſon, and of the 
Convenience of thoie advamagions Qua: 
ities which are to be- met with in tar 
which diipleaſes her; do not at all pre 
her, you will ſee the will come to herſe}: 
Atter this let her obſerve her former Palit. 
ons, and reflect on them with their mol! 
unreaionable ' Circumſtances. Tell her 
gently ſhe will look after the ſame manne 
uponthoſe whereof ſhe is vo! yet Wk 
as her Judgment g grows up. Recount to 
her ths like Errours that you have fallen 
into at her Age. Eſpecially ſhew her in 
the moſt ſenſible manner that you are ab: g 
the great mixture of Good and Evil,whic! 
is found in every thing that we can love 
or hate, that{o you may moderate the hea: 
of her kindnefles, and of her Averſions. 
Never promile to Children fine Cloathz, 
cr Daintiesas Rewards ; this is to do two 
Evils, firſt, to inſpire them with an elteem 
of what they ought to deſpiſe ; aad 1c 
condly to take away the means from you 
of tixing other Rewards which might tx 
cilitare your Labour: Þe ve Cry Care ful nei 
ter to threaten them into . Study, nor 
tubject them to a Kulo. Tie Sour X 
the lealt or Rule tat can be, anu wan 


h 
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it i; not poſlible to be ablolutely avoided, 
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a time, and in it fac & Diace. Fi "Nan in 
any other. A Kit 112 w ald bs 
ditcouraging Clhiioren, 1t they were never 
commended when they do we:l. 'l hongh 
Com menGations are to be teared by reaſon 
of Vanity, yetit is gocd to try. to make 

uſz of them to hearten Chilurcn; bur 
in fach a meature as not to mac them 


We ſee that S. Pen! ulzs them often for 
encouraging the \ weak,and to make Corre- 
con paſs more gentiy, The Fathers have 

made the {ame ule of rhem. Ir is true that 
tothe rendring them uictul it 1s neceſlary 
to ſeaſon them ater ſuch a manner, as to 
take from them all Exaggeration, and 
Flattery, and at the fame time to reler all 
the Good to God as to its Fountain, Chil- 
dren allo may be rewarded by Innocent 
Plays that have a mixture of ſome indu- 
Itry ; by Walks, wherein the Converlati- 
on is not fruitleſs 5 or by little Preſents 
which ſhall have ſome fort of Worth,ſuch 
as Pct; ICs, © p Cit Cc, 
Or (314, Kea 1 ['Þ {0'% Ks, 
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'S H A P, V I. 
Toe Uiz of F:torws for Childron. 


Hildren are paſſionately in love wit! 
with ludicrous Stories 5 they are 
icen daily Tranſported with Joy, or bz 
dewed with Tears at the Relation « 
thoſe Adventures, which are told them 
fail not to make good uſe of this Propen- 
lion : when you ſee them. diſpoſed to 
hearken to you, tell them ſome ſhort mer: 
ry Fable; but chooſe ſome Fable from 
Animals which are ingenious and Ir: 
nocent. .Give them for what the 
are, ſhew what is ſeriouſly intended 
by them. As for the Fables of the Hca 
thens a young Woman will be very happy 
to be Ignorant of them all her Lite tim, 
becauſe they are impure and full of imp: 
us Abfurdities. If you cannot hinder 
Children from knowing ſome of them,in 
ſpire them wich a Horrour for them 
When you have told a Fable , wait til 
the Child ask you to tell more ; thus wi! 
you leave in her always a kind of Appe 
tice to Learn turther 5 when her Curio! 
(\ 
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ty is hereby raiſed,then you may recount 
C:rtain Choice Hiſtori ies, but in few 
words ; Connect them together, and pur 
{ome.part off from one day to another , 

ſ» ro hold her in ſuſpence, and to give 

her ſome impatience to ſee the End : Enli- 
ven your Relations with quick and fami- 


= Ka - * make all your Perſons to 


ſeak : Children who havea quick Imagi- 
nation will beheve they feeand hear them. 
For inſtance recount to them the Hiſtory 
of foſeph ; mak 2 his Brethren peak like 
Churls, and Faceb like a Tender and affii- 
&ed Father ; ler Jojeph himiclt give an Ac- 
count, how he taxes Pleature being Ma- 
lter in e£gy2t ro hide himſelt tron his 
Brachr2n, to pur them into a Fear, and 
then to diſcover himdelt : "I his liv lv Re- 
prete: Cation joyned with the ſu ri TIZINg- 
nels of this Eiltory will Charm T's nild , 
p"ovid:d that you do not burthen it to0 
much v/ith lik ke ROT at you let her 
ficit defire them, that. you promiſe them 
too for Rev. rd, when the h [| be Good 
and Wiſe, that you give them not a ſtu- 
died Air, that you do not oblive her to 
repeat thum : Thoſe Reperitions, at leaſt 
it they bs not lad to them of themiclves, 
torcure the Children, and take away from 
1) «c them 
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them all the pleafantneſs of theie forts of 
| Hiſtories. 

It is nevertheleſs to be obſerved that , 
a Child have any Facility of ſpeaking, {h: 
will of her own accord be lead to tell to 
ſuch as the loves, the Hiſtories, which 
ſhall have given her the moſt Pleature ; 
but lay not any conſtraint by a Rule. You 
may ſerve your ſelf of ſome body who 
may be free with the Child , and who 
may ſem to defireto Learn trom her the 
Story, She will bc overjoyed to rel] it ; 
Ict her cell it without reprehending her 
for her faultss When the fall be more 
uſed to tell theſe, you may Initract he 
in the beſt mannzry oi Teiling a Story , 
which is, to render it jnort, Plain , And 
lively , by the choice of Circumſtanc 
which repreſent beft the Nature of each 
thing. li you have 1everal Children, yo 
may by littlz and hittle acct om them to 
repreſent the Perſons ge __ Hiſtoric; 


which they have learn mnt c3.© mult be - 
braham, the other Tj: {Say Sarah, and 


*?? 


that Rebeccah : Theol io ac ah ot will 
Charm them more than other Plays, will 
2Cccuſitcn them to think and f>eak of fe 
F:0US MATCETS Vi ith Pleaſure, and W1ll ren- 


der theie Eiftories fied in their Memories 
Du 
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z2vond danger of being Loft. 

You mult ftrive to give them wore Re- 
ſh tor Holy Hiſtories than tor others, not 
by telling them that they are finer, which 
they will not believe pe haps; but by ma- 
king them feel it, without ſaying it. Make 
them to remark how important they are 
how ſingular, how ſurp:izing, how full 
of Natural Painting and of a Noble Vi 


_— Thoſe of the Creation, of the Fall 
of Adam, of the Call of 4braham, of the 


Cacrifice of Iſaze, of the Adventures ot 
Tofeph which we touched upon , of the 
Birch and Flgnt of Alofes, are Not only 
proper to ftir up the Curioſity ot Chit- 
dren ; but by dricoverings unto them the 
Original of K-t:gion, they lay the Founs 
Cation of It 1:) tieir Souls. One mult be 
profoundly ignorant of the Eſtentials of 
Relicion, not to ice ther it is all Hiſtori- 
cal: It is by a Connexion of worndertul 
Facts that we find its Eftabliihment, its 
Perpetuity, and whatever ought to make 

us practice and |clieve it. b mult not 
be imagined that one would dehgn to en- 
gage perions in the Depeds:: : {earning , 
when one piopolcs to thum all theſe Hi- 
ſtories; they are ſhort, Iull of Variety , 
proper to plcaſe the gro:icit Folks, God 
who 
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who knows better than any one the Spirit 
of Man, which he hath formed, hath 
placed Religion in popular Facts , which 
are fo far from over loading the Simple 
that they help to conceive and to retain 
the My ſteries. For Example, tell a Child 
that in God there are three Perſons which 
are but One Nature : Tell her how Jeſus 


Chit , coming out of the Waters of 


Terdan, the Father cauſed this Voice to 
be heard trom Heaven, This ts my below 
Sonu in whom 1 am well pleaſed ; Hear him: 
Add how the Holy Ghoft deicended ho: 
veiing hke a Dove over our Saviour z $0 
you will ſenſibly ſnew ber the Trinity in 
an Hiſtory, wh ich ſhe will not forger, ard 
vou nced only teach her that thei 4 hree 
Derto ns altcegether make but one God , 
whoic Nature is infinitely above our com: 
preheniion. This inſtance is cnough to 
Mew the Ulctulneis of Hiltos1es 3 th=\ 
ihorten and take away in a very great 
meature the Drinets cf orcu {1 ao? Late 
chilms which are without theſe. Antient 
iy the Catechurmens were always Inſtruced 
in the Thitory of the Chriſtian Reirgion, 
The admirable manner wherewith S. 4« 
fin wiſheth all the ignorant to be inltruct- 
ed, was not a Method which this Father 
introduced 


wh 
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Introduced of himſelf, but was the Uni- 
ver{al Practice of the Church. "Lhis con- 
ſifted in an Hiſtorical Account of the 


Religion as Old as the World, of Jcſug 


Ch2 iſt hopzd for inthe OldTeitament,and 
of Jeſus Chiiſt Reigning in the New 
which is the whole Subſtance ot Chriſti- 
aniry, This requires a little more time 
and care than the uſual Method ot Teach- 
ing ; but then thoſe whom you Inſtruct 
are truly accuainted with Religion, of 
which otherwiie they would tave had but 
confuſed Ieas. 

Let us add to tne Fiiftories whicn I hay: 
mentioned, the 7/-2c/:tes Valiag2 oye: 290 
Red Sea, tne (Cu rning in the Wilternets 
where they wcre Fed with Bread whic 
tell from Heave! 1, cl 10 Grank W acl wi ICH 
Meſes mage to ow iron a R Ock DY 1:11K- 


4 
I, 
(] 


ing it with hs Rod. R = lent the Mi- 
raculous Conguelt of the promiucd Land, 


where the Waters ct Tord, in fled Back to 
their SPprii 95, and the \ W Rl 11s of 7 ICHG (ell 
of themſelves, wii! eft tl F 

looked on : Vailnt to tne L Ie me 1: 

of Sau! and of Dewvid, Ceiciibe Ds. 
trom his youth in his Arms, and a Shep 
hcrus Habit, Conqueror of that ficrcc e Gi- 
ant Geliab ; torget not the Glory ay Wit- 
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dom of Se/omon, make him decide between 
the two Women who diſputed for a Chile, 
but ſhew him falling f.om the heighth of 
this Wiſdom, and diſhonouring hinſel: 
by ſoftneſs, which is an almoſt inevitahl; 
Conſequenc2 of too Great Pr a5, 
Make the Prophets ſpeak to the Kino 
from God, and deſcribe things to come a 
it they read them in a Book 3; make + 
_—_ appear Humble, Auſtere eand ſuffer | 
2g, of continual Perfecutions tor ſpeakiny | 
the truth : Make mention of the firſt ruin 1 
of Feruſalem in its Place. Via! ie the Tem | 
ple be ſen as it lay in Athes ; the Holy * 
\®; 6 ma T_ becauſe of the Sins of the [ED 
ple. R late tho Caprivity of Babylon vainere 
the Jews wept over their dear Sion, Be 
| f0:e ney return you May run curforily 0 
þ py v3 {elightful Advent = of Tobtas, and 
Y ; Aich, " Hf & and Daniel : It wovid b: 
Ui:iul toogto Clear up tot Ns Children the 
C — Characters of theſe Saints , that 
4 | iey may know thoſe ED the y like 
| mot 3 One wr: uid preter Heſter, another 
Ty Judith , and this would excite gig I! 
them a perty Contention which would © 
more ſtrongly imprint thoſe Hiſtories in 1: 
their Minds, and form their Judgme:t V 
tt. berter. Then bring back che p? 2ople to f 
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eru{aſem,and make them rebmid its Walls, 
Graw a finiling Picture of its Peace and 
Hap: nels, ſoon after make a Deſc: 1ption 
of che Character of the cruell and imp! 

pus Antiochus, W ho died with a falſe Re- 
2ntance. Take natic2 of the Victories 


+ the Maccabees, and the Martyrdom of 


the Seven Bre thren « Come to the Mira: 
culous Birch of St. 7o5n, tell more particu- 

|; chat of Jeſus Chiiſt After which 
= ait chooſe out of the Goſpel ail the 
molt iHluitrious parts of his L if, his; wYeach 
inz in the Temple when he was "I'w eve 
Years Old, his P Go, h13 retreat into 
the Deſert, and his Temotation, tio Vos 


C 
cation of Ins A polt.es, the multiplving of 


Loaves, the Converi:on or the S: nner wh 

anoinred our Saviours Fees and waſkt 
them with her Tears, and cried thzm 
with her Hair. Revreicat | likewiſe 
tis Samaritan Woman Iniiructed, thoiz 
tat were born Plind C ured, La%,2:5:;5 ri” 
{en trom the De: 0, Ch 


it enting +y i | I _ 
Um; 211 1 a Jeru|, He, {:t forch | l is n Pall: M1 
in th . ; MOL lively Shape. . Pat 431 tem $01! vu 


out of his Sepulcher, _ afterward take 
rotice of the f- m1! iarity wherewith kc 
Was forty Gays With lis Diſciples ll his 
das into Heaven ; tnen go on ro 

the 


64. The Education of 


the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, th2 Stcn- ! 
ing of St. Stephen, the Converſion of $. | 
Paul, the Call of the Centurion Corel: ! 
us, the ſeveral Journeys of the Apoſtles, | 
and particularly of St. Paul which are y: | 


ry pleaſing. Chooſe the moſt wondert.! 
of the Hiſtories of undaunted Martyr, 
and mix fomerhing of the Hcave: ly Ii 
of tne firſt Chriitians. Take notice al 
of the Courage of young Viry,ns.and ti. 
moſt aſtoniſhi: »g Charity of ti: V orari 
to Chriſtianity , the C G27, verfion of i&; 
Emperours and or the Empite, the bl 
nefs of the Few:, 511 rity terrible 7 
ſhment vii C1 CONTliice tO T1: > Very c a: 
All theſe liiftorics diſc: cerly mana 
would imp-int a vwho'e feries of Re 
from the Creation of the Vo: ld even t 
ovr times, in the weak and tender mind 
of Children, and that in ſuch a manne 
as WUuiC ful their Heads with very Not 
Ideas oi it, and which would never t 
defac'd. 'Ihey would ie too in this Hi 
ſtory the Hand of God continually littci 
up to deliver the Jult and confoun' t1: 
Vicke:l; they wouid be accuſtome; 
ſee God wor king all in all, and fecrct): 
leading to his deſigns, thoſe very Creatur: re 
which 1 appear th e molt remoy'd from *! 
Put 
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But it would be well to gather into theſe 
Viſtories all thoſe things which leave the 
moſt delightful and moſt magnificent I- 
mages behind them, becauſe every thing is 
foto be uſed as to make it agrecabie,that to 
Children may find Religion Finz, Lovely 
and Auguit:ior as they ordinarily repreſent 
t, it looks like ſomething that 1s Sad an 
Mclancholly. 

Beſides the ineſtimable Advantage of 
teaching Religion thus to Children, this 
ſtock of pleaſant Hiitories which is early 
caſt into their Memory, awakens thei; 
Curioſity for ſerious matters 5 renders 
thzm ſenſible of the pleaſures of the Vind, 
and brings them to a concern for whit they 
hear told of other Hiitories, which have 
ſome cunncxion to thoſe which they knew 
b:fore. But once again great Caution is to 
be had never toimpoſe on them a Law of 
hearing, or of retaining thoſe Hiſtories, 
much leſs of making of them regular Leſ- 
ſons, ic muſt be all pleaſure thorowour. 
Preſs them not, you will thereby compaſs 
the deſign even in ordinary Tempers. The 
chict thing is, not toovercharge them, but 
tolet their curiclity come on by degrees. 
But you will ſay, how are theſe Hiſtories 
to berokl? Afﬀer a Lively, Short, Natu- 
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ral andagreeable manner *- V'here are tl! 
Gorverneſles that know how to doit ] 
this I anſwer that I 0 nly p1 _ it tO Pt: 
people upon a ſearch aftzr Perſons « 
Tempzrs fic for Governing Childrenz an 
who may be kept tothis Viechod : Ever 
Governets will make uſe of it according F tc 
the meaſure of her Talzne. Bur latitly 1 
they have ever fo little Wir, the matte; 
will not go fo ill, when they thall be forma 
after rhis manner, which is natural and 
plain. 

They may add to their Diſcourſe th: 
fgnt of P iGtures, or Prints, which v 
in a pleaſant Del; re ——_ the Sacred | li 
ſtory. Prints may lufice and th: ey may| 


i 
ſerve for o! dinary uſe, but when you ſhall 


have opportunity of ſhewing Children 
Good Pictures it muſt not be neglectcc. 
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How the Fir /? Princigles of Religion are 16 ve 


mſtulled i:to the Ain 5 of "bill! '4 / 


E have obſerved that Childhord is 
not proper for Þ. caloniry, ; : Not 
? 


that they have not alreacy all tne Ideas, 


and all the gene _ Pri nciples of Reaton 
which they ſhall e hereaiter, but be- 
cauſe for lack of yd nowiig a great many 
matters ot Fact they are not able © apply 


their Reaion zand beſices the Agitation of 


the Prain hinders them ifrem pur _ Teir 


thoughts, and connecting the m togetner. 
You mult gently and without prefling 


:{t Ute of their Reaſon to the 
knowing God, perfwade them of the 
Truth; of Chriftianity without giving 
them Reaſons of doubt ; they fee for un- 


turn the 6 
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Soul then his Body ? No3 his Soul 1s no: 


then Dead ? No; it ſhall always then live; 


and will you be ſaved? Yes ; but what j 
it to be ſaved 7? It is when the Soul goe 
into Heaven after it leaves the Body at 
Death ; and what is Death ? Ir is when 
the Soul quirs the Body, and the Body 
turns to duſt, 

I pretend not that one ſhould tead Chi! 
dren immediately to anfwer this, I can n:: 
verthzlefs tay, that niany have made mz: 
theſe Anſwers at the Age of four years, 

ut I ſuppoſe one of a more backwar! 
Temper. However wait ſomewhat longer 
without impatience and you may bring it 
equally to a period. You muſt ſhew 
Children a houſz, and uſe them to com 
prehend how this houſz was not Built of it 
ſelf. The Stones (you may lay to them) 
were not put here without ſome body to 
bring them hither. Ir is well coo to thew 
them the Maſons who build, then make 
them look upon the Heaven, the Earth, 
and all the Principal chings in them. That 
God has made them for the uſe oft Man. 
Say to them you ſee how the World is fi- 
ner and better made than a Houſe. Is it 
made of it ſelf ? No doubtleſs it is God 
who has Built it with his own Hands. 
Follow 
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Follow preſently the Method of the Scrip- 


ture, ſtrike lively upon this imagination , 


and propoſe nothing to them -at firlt but 
what is cloath'd with ſenſible Images, 
The time will come when you may make 
all thoſe notices more exact. Obſerve all 
the hints which the Childs Natural Temper 
ſhall give,try ſeveral ways to diſcover thoſe 
ways by which great Truths may bemade 
to enter; eſpecially tell nothing that is 
new without making it familiar by ſome 
ſenſible compariſon. 

For example ask your Daughter whe- 
ther ſhe would rather dye than renounce 
Jefus Chriſt ? She will anſwer you , yes; 
then ſay further, but wherefore will you 
give your head to be cut off ? To go into 
Paradice ? yes. Hitherto ſhe will believe 
that ſhe has Courage enough to do it. 
Bur if you would make h-r feel that ihe can 
donothing without Grace , you will ycr 
gain ncthing, if you do not tell her plainly 
that there is need of Grace to be faithful. 
Now the doth not at all underitand what 
theſe words mean, and it you uſe her to 
ipzak them without underRtanCing them, 
you will not hereby go much iorward, 
What muſt you do then ? 'Tel her the 
Hiitory of St, Peter, repreſent him, who 

ſaid 
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faid with a preſumptuons Air , tho Tſhon!1 dye, 
I would follow yougwnen all the reff ſhall leave 
= I will never forſake you. Then "Jeſcribe his 
Fall, and how he thrice deny'd Chritit,how 
a Servant Maid made him tremble. Tell 
her wherefore God 4 oma that St. Pe. 
rer ſhould be ſo weak ; then make uſe f 
the compariſon of an Infant who is not 
able to goalon?, and make her underſtand 
how much need we have of God to bear 
us up as a Nurfe bears up her Child. Here 
by you will render the myltery of Grace 
very intclligible 
ut the mc W difficult Truth ro make 
Chiidren uncerſtand, 3s, that we have a 
Soul more Precious ; than our Body : We 
preſently uſe them toſpeak of their Soul, 
and its well done, fr this Language which 
they underſtand not fails not to ac + 
tem to the contuied notion of the diſtin 
ction of SO! 1 and Eody, till they may be 
avle afterwarC more Clearly to conceive it. 
As much as the prejudices of Chiidhood 
are pernicious when they lead to Errour, 
ſo are they uſeful when they habituate the 
Imagination to 'Iruth, wet g til] rcaton 
may - be able to work the {ame effect by 15 
principles. But it is neceilar Y however t2 
eſtabliſh a true perſwaſion. FHow is this 
ro 
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* to be done ? Muſt this be by throwing a 


young Girl into the ſibtilcics of Philoſo- 
phy: Nothing worle : You muit contine 
your ſelf to render if it be potfible all the 
hears and ſpeaks every day plain and ſen- 
ſible, that 10 ſhe may be brovghtto a noe 
tion of all ſhe ſays. 

As for her Body ſhe knows it but too 
well. Every thing carries her to flatter 
ic,to adorn it, and to make an Idol of it, 
he thir ks every thing Capital which mi ;gh 
inſp! re into her the contempt of it by 
ſewing her ſomething better within her 
kt. 

Say therefore to a Child who firſt be« 
£1Ns | 70 reai ON, 15 1t Your $0:; 1 which Eats z 
ifſhe makes a wrong Antiwer do not ac 
all chide her, bur gently teli her that thz 
Soul eats not —_ It, is the Body (you 
mult lay) which eats, it is th2 bocy watch 
15 hke to Beatty, Have the 1 Ars any 
Soul, are they Learned ? No, the Chi Al 
wiil Anfwer; bi it they eat; you mult con- 
>vingr tno they have ro Sou, 10 ou there- 
fore ſec that it is not the Soul wiiich cats, 
it is the Body winch takes V ictu ou LOT 1! 
nouriſhment, it is that which Walss, it! 
thar which Sleeps. And what duh the 
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Soul? It Reaton:, it knows all the World; 
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it loves ſome things, and there are others 
which it looks on with Averſion.Y ou may 
alſo add by the by, do you fee this Ta 
ble 2 Yes. Do you know it then ? Yes. You 
ſee that it is not made like this Chair, you 
know that it is made of Wood, and that 
it is not like the Chimney which 1s Buil: 
with Bricks? es, ſhe will anſwer then, 
Proceed no further withcut having per: 
ceived by the tone of her Voice, and by 
her Eyes, that theſe. plain Truths have 
made fome impreflion. Then you may 
g0 on, but doth this Table know you ? You 
{hall fee +he Child will ſmilz at this Que: 
ſtion. It is no matter ; go forward : 
Which loves you beſt this Table, or this Chair! 
She will Laugh again. Continue, Ard is 
not this a wiſe Windew 2? Then try to £0 
turrher : And doth this Puppet anſwer you , 
when you ſpeak to it * No, Why: Is it not 
becaule ic hath no Soul? No, zt has none 
at all. It is not then like you, tor you know 
it; and yet it Cath not know you again” 
Bur after your Death when you ſhall bz 
in the ground, will you not þe like this 
Puppet ? 2es. Shall you fee nothing more* 
No, Shall you know no boGy any longer ? 
No. And ſhall your Soul be in Heaven * 
Tes. Shall you not there re Ged? It 5 
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;rue. And where is the Puppets Soul ar 
pretent? You will ſee the Child will An 
{wer you lmiling, or at leaſt will Ict you 
underſtand that the Puppet hath no Sou! 
at all. 

Upon this Found]: tion , and by the 
means of theſe little ſenſible Turns, you 
may be able to uſe her by lictle and littte 


{to attribute to the Bot'y what pro perly 


pertains to it, and to the Soul what com- 
eh from that ; provided that you do not 
v0 1nd! (creerly © propole to her certain A- 
ctions which'are common to the Body 
and Soul. You muit avoid all thoſe ſub- 
tilties which may embroil theſe Truths ; 
and you n1 vaſt be contented to clear well 
all thzſ> chings wherein the diftcrence of 
Soul and Pody is more fenfibly Marked. 
Perhaps ſome Children may be fo dull as 
not to be able wicth'a good Education to 
underſtand theſ2 Truths : Put beſides that 
we ſometimes clearly perceive a thing 
which we are not able to cxplain 1o fully. 
God fees better than we what ne hath <A 
into the Spirit of Man. As tor Children 
in whom there is P-rcelved a Spirit capa® 
ble of going further, they may withour 
being th: own upon "Phil: fophy, be madc 
t underitand according to their pitch, 
E wha: 
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what it is they ſay, when you make them 
ſay, that God is a Spirit, and that their 
Soul is a Spirit too, TI believe the beſt 
and ſimpleſt Method of making them con- 
ceive this Ep'rituality of God, and of the 
Soul, is to make them obſerve the diffe- 
rence Which is herween a dead and a 1li- 
ving Man : In the one there is- only the 
Bocly, in the other the Body joyned with 
the Spirit. Next you muft thew them 
how that which reatoneth is much miore 
perfect than that which hath only Figure 
and Motion. Then teach them by civers 
Examples that there 15 not any Pody 
which periſheth, but that they are only 
ſeparated ; thus the parts of burnt Wood 
either fall into Aſhes, or elſe fly up in 
Smoak. It therefore, you muſt add, that 
which is in it ſelf but Athes, uncapable of 
knowing and thinking, doth never peri{h, 
by a much greater Reaſon our Souls which 
know and think, muſtnever ceaſe to be. 
The Body may dye, that 15, it may qui: 
the Soul, and turnto Aſhes ; but the Soul 
muſt live, for it muſt always think. 
Theſe Ideas which are the Foundations 
ot all Reiigion, ought by*their Inſtructors 
to be cleared up as much as 15 poſfible to 
the Minds of Children. But when they 
aic 
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are not able to ſucceed herein, they oup 
inſtead from rejecting theſe gull and - 
Tempers, to hope that God may inward- 
ly enlighten them. There is likewiſe a 
{:nfible and practical way to hen 
this knowiedge of the Diſtintion be- 
rween Soul and Body ; which is to ulſc 
Children to an Habir of deſpiſing one, 
and eſtecming the other throughout the 
whole courſe of their Lite. Commend 
that Inſtruction which feeds the Soul and 
makes it grow - eſteem thoſe ſublime 
Truths which animate it to become Wile: 
and Vertuous Deſpiſe good Eating , 
Drene:, and whatever foftens the Body ; 
make them FoeL, not by abſtracted Rd. 
ninzs, but by their ©wn experience, how 
much lionour, Conſcienc? and Reli 1S10N 
are above grois Pleaſures. 

The Clu Romans taught their Chiidren 
to deſpiſe their Bodies,and to Sacrifize then 
to th: Common- Wealth, that they mighr 
21ve the Soul the P leafure ot Vertue and 
Glory. ' Nor \.a2  -'y the Perſons of 
Quality, but -ven the wiole reople who 
Were "4 emp2rate, 1 ubbick-S, £17 £3, full of 
content :0r Lug, only ©; Fi .f Honour 
and Wiſdom. Whe ere by t:cOlc Romans, L 
mean thoſe who lived betore thy cacreaſe 
L 2 ot 


PoE 
- 


—_— > 
- _— 
c _ — - 
SERIES On, ARES; 


> To Twi 


——_— hn 
$2: Ge I 
Ig, . Sn Ws; ES - 

> 
hy, 


- £ 
5 - ” 
—_— CEN C#s 


7, nn 2 
S2-. 


* - 
w d 
- 


, 

xv 

4 £ 
” 


© POO Soon bee ow wen wwe —_—_—_—— 
- 


- COIORDI 


mu da LT. > i an ct AS RA, -—— 


76 The Fducation of 


of tiiz Empire ſpoiled the ſimplicity of 
their manners. 

None oughtto fay it is impoſlible to in- 
{till ſuch Principles as theſe by Education. 
How many Maxims do we ſee eſtabliſht 
amongſt us contrary to the impreffion - of 
the Senſes, by the force of cuſtom ; for 
Example, that of Duelling tounded upon 
a falſe Rule of Honour, It is not by 
Reaſoning, but by ſuppoſing without 
thinking, t that that Maxim eftabliſhe upon 
Point of Honour , is juſt and reaſonable. 
There are many other Prejudices we daily 
ice, which are contrary beth to ſenſe and 
reaſon, and have no other Foundation 
but a cuſtom which was taken up with: 
out Ground, If then the Prejudices of 
Education when contrary to theſe are 16 
{trong, how much ſtronger will they be 
for Virtue, when they ſhall be upheld by 
Reaſon and the Hopes of an endleſs Hap: 
pineſs. Let us confider the unequality ct 
the Reaſons and Hopes, upon which th: 
Spar tans and Romans as long as their Re 
publicks flouriſhed, bred up their yout! 
© a contempt of Luxury and Sottne{s,and 
to a love of Honourable Labour, whenc: 
they periormed incredible things , from 


theſe Maxims fo oppoſite to the reſt 
the 
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the World. The Example of fo many 
Martyrs and the other Primitive Chrifti- 
ans of all Conditions and \gzs, demon- 
ſtrates how much the Grac: of Baptifm 
being added to the Helrs of Education 
may make Impretito:ns ſtill more wonder- 
ful in the Toithful, to the mai ing them 
contemn what belongs to the Bouy. Seek 
therefore all the moſt pleaſing 'Þ urns, and 
the molt ſenithle Comparitunsto repr font 
to Children, how in our Bodies we are 
like to Beaſts, and in our >ouls to the An- 
gels. You may comparethem toan Horle- 
man mounted upon a Horie whom he 
guides: tell them that th2 Soul 1s with Ie- 
ipect to the Body as tne Horteman to 
the Horſe. And ſo you may conclude 
that a Soul is very weak, and very unhap- 
py, when it lers its ſelr be carried away 
by 1 its Body as by 6 furious Horie which 
tarows it into a Precipice, Make them 


take notice likewitce how the Bean Ity of 


the Body is a Flower which opens in the 
Mornt: 1g,and which in the Evening fades 
and is trodden u::cer fzer 5 but chat the 
Soul is the Image or the Immortal Beau- 
ty of Gol. There is you mult add, an 
Order of th mgs ſo much the more Excecl- 
lent, as they are not to be ſen by the 
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groſs eyes of the Fleſh, as every thing is 
fcen with us here below ſubje to change 
and Corruption. To make Children per- 
cave that thereare molt real things which 
ro the Eyes and Ears are unperceivable, 
vou muſt ask them whether it be not truc 
that ſuch an one is Wiſe, and that ſuch a: 
nother has a great deal of Wit : When 
they ſhall have Anſwered yes, ask further 
whether they have ſeen the Wiſdom of 
ſuch an one, and of what Colour it is: 
Then ſay, have you heard it, doth 1 
make much Noiſe 2 Have you touched it : 
Isit Hot or Cold ? Your Child will laugh: 
She will do as much at the ſame Quetltt 
ons about Witz ſhe will appear quite a- 
ſtoniſhed that you ſhould ask her, of what 
Colour a Spirit is, whether it be round or 
ſquare: Then you may make her take no- 
tice that ſhe knows ſome great Truths 
which can neither be ſeen, nor touched , 
nor heard, and that theſe things are Spiri- 
tual. But you muſt enter very ſoberly up- 
on ſuch ſort of Diſcourſes to Girls, and 
muſt regulate your {clf according to the 
Capacity of their Minds and to their nz 

cellitics. 
At the ſame time you mult make the I: 
M2gination Come in to help them, to giv? 
ten 
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them charming Images of the Truths of 
Religion which the Body cannot fee. You 
mult paint io them the Glories of Heaven 
ſuch as St. Job reprefonts them to us , 
with the Tears of every Lye dried up, no 
more of Death, no more of Sorrows, nor 
of Cries, Sighs hall tiy away, Evils {hail 
be gone, an Eternal Joy upon the Head 
of the Elefſed, like the Waters upon the 
head of a Man who is funk to the bottom 
of the Sea. Shew them this glorious 7e- 
rſalem, whz:reof God himfclt thall be the 
Sun, to make their days witnout End, a 
River of Peace, a Torrent of Delights, a 
Fountain of life jhall water it, all thall be 
Gold, Pearls, and precious Stones. I am 
not ignorant that all theſe Images do fix 
the mind to ſenſible things, bur after you 
have made your Children attentive with 
the relation of ſo tine a ſight, than the 
means hinted by us before may be mace. 
uſe of to bring them back to things Spirt 
tual. 

Conclude that we are not here but as 
Travellers in an Inn, or under a Tent, 
that th2 Body is periihing, that one cain- 
not keep it irrom Corruption above a teiy 
years, but the Soul muil fly away inco 
this Heavenly Country, wacre it ought 
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tor ever to live with God. If you can 
= Children the Habit of beholding 
theſe great Objects with pleaſure, and of 
judging of common things, with relation to 
thetic excellent Hopes, there are 1nfnnite 
dithcultics winch are thereby explained. 

E would likewiſe ſtrive to give them 
ſtrong _ refitons of the Reſurrection of 
the Body ; you may teach them that Na- 
cure 15 nothing but a common Order fer: 
tled by God 1 in hiz Works, and that Mira- 
cles are but Exceptions from theſe general 

Rules :. That fo it * colts God no more to 
do an hundred Miracles, than it doth me 
to £0 cut of my Chamber a quarter ot 
an hour ſooner than I uſed to go. Then 
put them in mind of the Hiſtory of the 
Reſurrection of Lazarus, and afterwards 
of cur Saviours, and of his familiar appa- 
rittors for forty days before fo many per- 
ſons ; ſo that there could not be the leaff 
pretence Iett tor Fancy or Im »olture, 
Shew them laſtly how it cannot be diff 
cult tohim who made Men, to mak e them 
them over again» Forget not the Com: 
pariſon of a Grain of Corn , which 1 
{own in the Earth, where it Gics, that it 
may be raiſed again and niuJcipt lied. Pu: 


to conclude , theſe things are not to be 
Catigh! 
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tauglt Children like a Carechiſm, which 
Merthod would ſtgnifhe little, unleſs to 
turn Religion into an atfeted Language, 
07 troubleſome tormalities. 

Bar it is carefully to be taken notice of 
that nothing is ſo dangerous, as to talk to 
= about tha contempt of this Lite , 

out Mating It appear to taem by the 
_ —_ 3 your behaviour that you 
ſp-ak f-riouſly, In all the Ages cf our 
Lie Exaimpl: has a molt w onderful POW- 
in Childhood 1t can go every 

eli ning 5 CUnildren are mightily delighted 

Vit Imitation and they have not yet 
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ain, So which renders the inncation of 
another Citncult to them £$ Beſides heing 
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rcaion of things, they jute better, from 
what they ie2 in thoie who propoſe the 
Reaions.than from the Reaions themſelves 
which they urge : A crioNs 0 are much 
more {enſible than words;1it theretore they 

ſee the contrary done to what is taught 
them, they accultom them the! nſelves to 
look upon Religion as a fine Ceremony, 
and \ertue as an impracticable Idea. But 
elpecial! Y be {ure IWVCT TO Ta iy betore 
them, upon things which have any Relas 
tionto Religion, or upon the indiſcrecion 
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of ſome pious Perſons ; for tho there may 
not ſeem to you ſometimes to be much 
hurt in it, yer it may tend to very dange- 
rous Conſequences in them, and to the 
diſcſteem of Religion it ſelf. 

When the Child ſhall have made the 
necetlary Reflexions tor the knowing her 
{clf, and the knowing God : Joyn to theſe 
the matters of Hiſtory, wherein ſhe is al- 
ready Inſtructed ; 'this connexion will 
bring all Religion into her Head at once. 
She will with pleaſure obferve the relation 
that there is berwixt -her own Reflexions, 
and the Hiſtory of Mankind : She will 
acknowledge that Man is not-made tor 
himſelf, that his Soul is the Image of God, 
that he was formed with fo many admira- 
He Springs by a Divine Induttry and 
Power, atfoon as ſne remembers the Hi- 
[tory of the Creation. Afterwards ſhe will 
think that the was born with inclinations 
contrary to Reaſon, that ſhe is deceived 
by Pleaſure, tranſrorted by Rage, and 
that her Pody drags the Soul, asa furious 
Horſe Turns away with his Rider; jhe will 


-- — . " = , ' 1 - +7 tb * / >» - \ / 
Yerceive the caule of this Giforder 1n the 


Hiſtory of Adams Sin; this Hittory will 
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make her exp2& the Saviour, Who 1s t9 
reconcile Men with God, 1o that here 
15 
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is the whole ground ot Religion. 

When Children are thus Grounded in 
Religion, it will be fit to put them upon 
the careful reading of the Holy Scriptures. 
They will be mightily pleaſed to tind 
thole very Retlexions and Hiſtories , 
wherein they have been inſtructed before. 
You muſt ſhew them th2 credibility and 
the Excellence of the{: Books: You muſt 
explain to them their Antquity ; as that 
the moſt Ancient Writer among the Heaz 
thens lived five hundre:! years after Moſes, 
that the very Jareit Wiiters of the Old 
Teſtament were near iis hundred years 
betorc Chriit, and before moſt of the Ol 
Pagan Hiitorians : Make them fee the 
manner of their Writing, that whatloc- 
ver is ſet down intheſe Ancient Writings 
was either taken immediately from the 
Mouth of God, as the Law and the Pro: 
phecies, or elſe collected trom time to time 
as any great, or Miraculous Actions hap= 
pencil, by perſons of thoſe times, of a 


publick capacity, ara Ceputed by God : 


Then how they were aumitted into the 
(Canon upon great Deliberation and mcſt 
evident Teſtimonials of their undoubted 
Truth, by eſtabliſhed Prophets, and the 
whole Sanhedrim, who Gd molt certainly 
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know whether the Actions and Miracles 
therein recorded were true or not: That 
after this they were carefully preſerved, 
that the firſt thing was to copy out twelve 
Authentical Copies for the twelve Tribes, 
and out of thele as many as there were 
particular Synagogues in that Tribe, by 
Notaries appointed for the ſame pur; pole, 
har being carctully reviewed, they wei: 
laid up in the Treafury of the "Temple, i 11 
the fieht of the People , under love ral 
Locks ar, id Keys,never to be touched bur by 
particular M C113 and that to alter, Ccor- 
rupt, diminith, or add to them w as C2. 
pical by the Laws of that Pec ple. They 
MaKC them to perceive the lincerity ot 
theſe Writers, how free they are from 1- 
ny iufpition of Deceit, that the Hiſtoric: 
Were Written | in the very times they we: 
a-eed, by publick Authority ; the Prep: 
lics by the Prophets thernlelves, w ho 
e plain honeſt Men, whoſe Commitlt 
on vas atteſted by conſtant Miracles, wh 
WAN they read their Writings in thi 
hearing of all the People proteſted that 
they ſpake not their own , but Geds 
Word, and orgercd then to be GEpolited 
in the Treaſury , till the Events ſhouid 


prove their Veracity and inſpiration : 
'Thcz 


_ 
- 
CO & 


h, — 


declared. 
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They were Men free in their Lives trom 
all Temptations of Prive or Ambition , 
and by their Deaths moſt of them were 
Marcyrs for the Truths for which they 
Explain likewiſe to them the 
Conſent and Coherence of the ſeveral 
Writers one with another, whence 1t muir 
_ tollow that they were guived by 

he ſame Holy Spirit , which in a cout: 
of lo many Ages would nor ſufter one to 
impugn che other ; but heli cr Frophets 
always fuppoſce, approved of, ans builr 
upon the former. All which "will attord 
matter - of great delight to them, aiioon 
as thev {hall be capable hereof, be ing be- 
fore hand prepared by iuch previous dit- 


as we have touched upon al 


Atter this you may Proceed tO 10; ine 
InwWarc: Cont: era Ions LU PO! 1 thete Divin 
Writings, but take heed ot Cciogging or 
pretiing thofe you delign to tnfruct. Bil 
them co nſider the Subj. -t which LCy 
treat of, and the eng which they ay ar, 
that the former 15 nothing but the e Acts 
of one Si.n"cam, Inanite, and Beneticient 
Being, 
the lame 
the caleaicn oi Mankind : 


ternal God, with reference to 
i cach them 
how 
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2nd che ſecond only the Glory of 
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how much the Subje&t and End of the 
Scriptures {urpaſles whatever is to be 
found in all the other Writings of the 
World. Then you may give chem ſome 
light into their ſtile, its wonderful fimpli- 
city accommodating, it felf to the weakeſt 
underſtandings, its great protundity ex- 
cceding the capacity ofthe moſt Wiſe and 
Learned, its commanding Majeſty with» 
our flattering any body, with no more re 
ſpect to the greateſt chan to the meanelt : 
Shew them too, how theſe Scriptures with 
this plainneſs of ſp2ech reta'n 2 power of 
Perſwaſion, Inſtruction, and moving the 
Paſhons, incomparably beyond all \Wri- 
tings inthe Worid belides. Br ir you mult 
teach tnem how to tice! thi S themlc] ves ant 
not barely tcil them fo: / ow there will 
be ne ed of a great deal or Art to make 
them reliſh theſe Book | wo the chieteſt 
dithcultics are overcoine by. the Prepara- 
tories we have already ta vght, It woull 
be very well Lkewile tor this End to giv - 
chem tome familiar Expoſitions In the vul- 
gar Tongue, and to choc le Oy it T Ee MS 
Elegant Tranſlation or Paraphrates ot tt: 
Poetical Books, wherein the Poetry he 
no lefs delight than hz matter inſtruct, 
Thus the moſt patherical Pozms that Hu: 
mane 
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mane Wit has invented, will ſeem to them 
to bear no Compariſon with the Pſalms, 
and ſeveral Hymns of the Bible, as to 
the kindling and ſtirring up the "Aﬀecti- 
Ons. 

It will be now: time to untold to them 
the contents of the Sacred Writings. And 
theſe former Conſiderations, with Gods 
> | Grace, will makethem eager both to ſeek 
- | them our themſelves, and to hear them 
: | of you. You muſt make them obſerve 
| | that they chiefly contain two things, ci- 
* | ther ſupernatural Truths, Propheſies, 
> | That there are mn them { le) _ {ublime 
- | and abſtruce Doctrines, Vautly above the 
| reach of hu mane C 1PAC My, and which 
| | could never of themſelves enter into 4 
| Þ Mans mind to make them ; as that the 
; | World was Created ; that Angels being 

Created poor Spirits, iome of them rec 

- | volted in Heaven, and are theretore Erer- 
| || nally Damned; thar the tilt Man by '1n- 
ning againlt a a poſi: We Inju LUC con of God l, 
drew all his Potterity 3 [no the obligation 

' | of his ſin; that the Seed of the Woma in 
| thould only deliver us here from ; thar 
| God is one in Eflence, and that thc re are 
Three Perſons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spiric, that the fecond ol the ele 
id 
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ſhould take upon him the Nature of Man, 
and die a painful and ienominious Death, 
tor the Ranſom and the R.cltauration of 
Mankind ; that the way to Haj pinCls is Dy 
{uffering. Next that thereare a vaſt con 

pany of Predictions d-livered many Yan 
and Ages before tnev were verified ; te: 
down ſo plainly and p: reicularly as tha! 
there could be neither m uit: tke nor cheat 
in the m3 with all boldneſs of fr-cech ar 
ſuch a time as there was not the leatt caub 
to coniecture, or probability that tiney 
ſhould ever be brougit to pais 5 by ws 
earned vlrin perſons, who could torclſce 
nothi::g by their Art 35 and yet none 6 
= Ve cverTia led, hit have been CON- 
irmed by their Even ts. For inſtance, 


" 1 
now manv Propneties were made to - 


5 : =_— T / A js : 
braham 0©f iis ite, when Re newther had 


Chilren, NOr Was þ=y to have any ; d 
his inhericing a very large and a very ir 

tul Country, of Lis P. fterici Qs ieCnur in I 

ro Egyp: ; their time of Pondage, an! 
manner ot deliveranc« :toreto!d more chan 
tour hi ras? years bceiore it was verifiG 
How alter tnis his Nephew loretold th: 
wrath time of the coming of Jeſus 
Chilt two thouſand years bhetore , and 
that his 1ouith Son ſhould have tlc Seer 


E 
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ter, when there was neither probability 
of any Sceprter at all, or it there were, 
that his Elder Brethren ſhould not be ſer- 
ved before him 5 and this NO was 
penned when there was the greateſt un- 
Iikehhood in the world for it ever to be 
fulfilled , the preſent Governcur teing 
Moſes of the Tribe of Levi, ahd his Suc- 
cellour de! ſigned by God © F Epbraing : And 
this above four hundred years before the 
leaſt appea ance of its accompliſhment z 
when after ail a Benjamite was Choſen tor 
the firſt King. Make them obſerve allo, 
that when the ſame Patriarch bleſſed his 
Nephews, he foretold the greatnels of the 
Youn ger above the Elder, which appear- 
ed not till that Tribe became Head of the 
Ten after their Separation 3 and that he 
foreſaw the particular places of his Chil- 
drens Habitarions, exactly as they tell to 
them by caſting Lots-abovz two hundred 
vears after” Ard allo that Moſes wio ne« 
ver entred the Lan d ol 2k omile, d! = 
It out to every Tribes, as tho' he had bee 

In actual poſieflion, and as the Lets man 
ctually v criti ed : Teach them to tare no- 
eice of the ſeveral other Pr 
he g 1ve of rieir Apo! LIC Y, EX 
laſtly total Detojation, as lik? 


| {ics \\ or Cil 
hi nviy,and 
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Meſhias; which were all faulted many A- 

ge5 afterwards. Such ilin's as chete will I 
both pleaſe, and incite them to obſerve 
th circumitances, and the Completion of 
thois Prophelies which they read 3 bur 
have a care of torturing them wita nice: 
ti2s or difficulties ; thoſe wich are cali 
and plain will be futictent to make them 
aumire thoſe Books as they read them, 
rogether with their Author the dilpoler 
and knower of theſe things, I will give 
ſome more initances, to inſtruct you tho- 
rowly in this Method. As they read the 
wonderful Hiſtory of the fall of the walls'at 
Tericho, bid them obſerve the Curle upon 
the Place where it ſtood, and the Perſon 
who ſhould ever go about to rebuild it, 
ſignifying that before the Foundations ot 
it ſhould be laid, and the Gates builded, 
hz ſhould loſe all his Children: And then 
ſhew them how this was accordingly ful: 
filld in one Hzel about five hundred years 
afrer. Letthem take notice that Joſias was 
toretold by Nam?2, and his a&tions were 
mentioned , above three hundred years 
beior2 he was born, and that the Prophe- 
tie was immediately regiſtred together 
with the Miracles that accompanied it ; 
and that the Sepulchre of tie Prophet 
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was fo long afcer accidentally found by 
that very Prince, who bore that miracu- 
lous Name which had been foretol to 
Jeroboam fo long before. Shew them how 
the Birth, Lite, Actions and all tie Par- 
ticulars of the Paſtiton of Chat, arc de- 
Icribed by 1/aiah that Evangelical Prophet, 
as it he rather Writt an Hiitory than a 
Propheſie ; and that when this ſame Pro- 
phet lived in a. time of profperity and 
peace, when his Nation was in Fiend- 
ſhip with the Babylonians, he toretold not 
only the Deſtruction of Teraſalem by that 
very people, and the Captivity of his 
Country Men ; but aiſo that Bavylor ic elf 
ſhould be deſtroyed by a Perſian Prince , 
whoſe Name and Greatneſs he diltindtly 
deſcribeth near two hundred years belore 
he was born, and nameth two Witneiles 
expreſly, Uriah and Zachariah, who Were 
not born, the firit till an hundred years 
after this Propheſie, and the ſecond not 
till fourfcore more ; and in the mean time 
theſe Propheſies were diſperſed into many 
thouſand hanils nor only in his own 
Country, bit in Ch:!da too by means 
of the Captivity. They may obſerve 
this ſame Capivity torerold again by an- 
other Propher, a littls beiore it came to 
pals, 
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paſs, together with all the Circumſtances, 
tho' he was hereby made a 'I raitour, Im: 
prifoacd, Whipp:d, and Threatned dai. 
ly wich Death : And that he told too th; 
very determinate time how long it ſhould 
lait; and that this was publickly known, 
by the Heathens themſelves; and that all 
theſe matters came to be exactly verilied, 
Teach them to obſerve that another great 
Prophet forewarned a mighty King when 
he was in the heighth of his impious Lux: 
ury.before all his Nobles,of a Deſtruction 
which followed the ſame night : "I hat he 
torecold to the firſt Perſian Monarch the 
number of the Kings who were to reign 
atter him, and that the laft to be over 
come by a Grecian Monarch Alexande 
the great : That he ſpake of the four grea: 
Monarchies which were to ſucceed each 
other afterwards, and deſcribed them as 
it he had lived in them; and that h: 
was ſo particular as to foretell the very 
Fight between Darius and Alexander 
Theſe Examples are enough to inſtance 
in: When Children come to years of di 
cretion, and are Curious and capable,you 
may proceed with them to the reſt: 
You will tind very many more as 

and Giltinct as theſe 
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'Eward, your be{t way is to go on gencly 
and ſurely. 

ns They being thus initiated, it will be 
TUE well it you give them a more particular 
n,F Pemonttration of the Writings of Moſes : 

Obſerve to them the impoſltbility of their 
| being forged, their Original Ay F 
eaUV and their chietclt heads in very oblervable 
Particulars owned hy the greatelt Ene- 
iS mies to his Name and Law : Obſerve to 
91 F them that the Civil and Religious Obſer- 
vances of the Jew s to this day, are 
grounded upon P rincipies which are not 
SF to be found bur in the firſt Book which 
TJ bears his Name : As the beginning the 
"pg day by the Evening', the Obſerving the 
-TF Sabbarh, the uſing Circumciſion, the ab- 
ſtaining from ſuch a Muicle in the Thigh, 
and ſeveral others : That this Book {up- 


ti poſes that th C Poſterity () f Abraham a> W ell 
") as his Anceſtours conltantly practiced fuch 
"'$ Conſtitutions : And how, it being orGdain- 
w ed that this 'Law jhould be continually 
” reacl iN every Fanly, a: nd CvCry Sabbath 
Mt more pecu! arty aP-ropl cd tor this, as 
+ every Seventh Year to = id ic G Ver W; hole, 
F it was alrog: —_ Inp31bc that any o- 


1 | ther than Mofes ſhould be a hips co make it 
to be receiv = Y ou may (ſhew to them 
low 
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how it was very eaſie for Moſes to receive 
the notices of what he relates to be done 
before his own time : Thar Facts which 
were 10 notorious could not be loſt in to 
few Generations betwixt him and the De- 
luge : Obſerve how he wrote his own 
Acts which every man preſent knew to 
be true, who alſo were Witneites of the 
Conzmunicacions of God which he con- 
firmed TH x very terrible and und ubted 
Miracles : That 57s cauſed the wiolz 
to be read to th? Pe ople, and laid - ths IN 
the Ark,and cauted all the Army t > we. 
to the Oddervation of it : he as oa what 
was tranſacted in tie fight of ſeveral hun 
dred- thouſand people, many of whom 
envied him, and were his Enemies ; up- 
on which account he durit never have 
put fallhood into ant. Mark his in- 
genncuſneis,that he concealsr.ot the offence 
ot his Brother, of h:is pr ot his 
Siſter, or of Ne re:f of his Kindrec,or e- 
Ven his own : Thar he went not about to 
bring any of his own Sons which he lack- 
ed Nor, into the Sto ernment, bur Jft it 
inger, By this you will convince 
__ that hy wir 5 have no wor My dc: 
ſign. : 
But I would caiefly have you Teach 
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them that Jeſus Chzilt is the Subſtance 
o* the Old Teſtament; and that there is 
adumbrate@; all that was to be accompl- 

24 in him, For this End make them 
perceive that Adam might he convinced 
of his Creation both by Rea fon and Au 


thority ; thar his Children could not but 


be convinced of the fame ; t1:1t they were 
effeftually convinced boti: 1 tro Creati- 
on, and of the Promiſe of te 244109 , 
and that a preſent accompli 1ment hercof 
was expected, you may mat ws probable 
from fome Hints in Eve, Cam and : 


mech, and alto give no abſard Account of 
the Jealouſic and Polygamy of tii2 tio 
latter joined with Murther. Then few 
them that Ncab, being not above hali a 
Lite diſtant from the firſt Mani: om him 
his Chil:iren and their Poite:ity camez to 
be convinced of thefe Facts and theſe 


Predictions, till Abraham in wiom they 
were molt eminently ren. wed: L t them 
lze how viſih le the periiwalſie!s oi th: fame 
Truths w-re 1n his Famity : bereby 


you nay explain feveral hard patioges mn 
the Pook of Genel!s, AS tC NC L (| [s 
Daughters, by ſuppoH fins their \tiom to 
be commicted with 2 proliecc of £7ing 
Birch to the Meſs a, Ct Miu ng | 
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are repreſented as having lead a very 19: 


neſt and clear Lite in the midſt of the im: 
purities of Sodom, and that they were not 
carried to commit this Inceſt til after 
their Mothers Death, that they conſented 
together in an At which naturally cm: 
broils perſons otherwiſe the moſt united, 

when Governed by a Spirit of Lew dncf:; 

that they perſevered not in this Incelt; 

that they. were ſo far from being athame: [ 
ct ſo criminal a Fact, or from concealing 
it from their Poſterity, as that they gave 
to the Children born of their Inceſt, ſuch 
Names which might perpetuate the me- 
mory of their Action. Upon the lame 


Foundation you may proceed to teacir 


them to Conſider the ardent <6 for 
Children in S:r4ab and Revecea ; the jealou- 
ſie etween I/mael and Iſaac; Eſau and fa 
cov, the Oblation of Iſaac, with all the 
ſ:veral Circumſtances of that ſtrange Co 
remony which vrahbam uled in live 2Aaring 
Eleazar: That Thc e ſame "ruths were firms 
ly bclieved by 7acovs Poſterity till 24s/; 
maik his Blefiing, his Polygamy , hi 
Travels, thc Actions of Thamar , tic 
Dream of ' Jojc zh E the jealo! fie of his Br 
tren, their vP erlect tion th rtly a atter | 
the Egyotans, By all which you ma) 


C011 
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confirm to them th's following Propoſiti- 
en, that many very ſtrange Actions, the 
memory of which Aoſes preſerves, and 
which Atheiſts look on as full of abſurdi- 
ty, had for their Foundation a firm Per- 
{waſijon of the Truth of theſe Facts, and 
a Cifferent Idea of tne ſenie of the Pro- 
mite concerning the AZ72s, being in ſe- 
quel of time lormed by cvery one acs 
cording to his Inclination and Prejudice. 
In Ike manner rep-efent ro them Jeſus 
Ci)21ft torecold by all the Patriarchs and 
the Prophets from the beginning till the 
fulneſs of time. Eſpecially make thenr 
remark his Divine Nature, in that he was 
to cruſh the Serpent; to be a Ruler in 1- 


/ J 


{ras!, and his Name Ged; to becalled Fe 


29a our Righreoutnels n Immanuel the 
Son of God, the Word of t5e Father, that he 
ſhould have full Commiſſion to change 
th2 Law of Moſes, and to eſtabliſh a New 
and better Law that ſhould endure for e- 
ver : That all the particulars of his Incar- 
nation,Nativity, Liie, Death and Refſurre=s 
(tion were forclcen,and expreltled asclicarly 
as it they had been already paſt ; ſome 
tour thouſand years, fome two, and ſome 
one thouſand, and the laſt of all more 
than four hundred years betore he was 
born, Þ Þut 
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But above all things you mult diſpoſe 
young perſons to read the Goſpels, that 
ſo they may ſufficiently underſtand the 
Myſteries, the Actions, and the Com- 
mands of 4Jicfts Ch2ift. Here ic will be 
well to obic v to them that the different 
Qualicies and Circumſtances of the Evan- 
gelifts, their Number and Nature ſeveral 
hundred years were before preiignified : 
That they wrote their Goipels in ſeveral 
Countries, fo that there could be no ca- 
balling together ; at. ſeveral times, -one at- 
ter the other, and yer che latter corrects 
not any thing in the former ; that they 
publiſhed their tHiſtoites while vaſt nunr- 
bers of Men were alive who knew the 
Facts, and many more who ſtudied to 
oppoſe them ; that they are tor the molt 
part particular in their Narrations , as to 
the Time, Day, Hour , Place, Village, 
Houſe,Perions ; that they wrote of things 
done in the ſame County, in Towns and 
Cities publickly known, in the Suburbs 
and Hills about the City, in ſuch a ſtreet, 
at ſuch aGatc,in ſuch a Porch of the Tem- 
ple, which were ſeen every day by all in 
Feruſalem ; that they publiſhed their Hilto 
ry in their own lite time ; that they died 
Martyrs in detence of what they had 

W iceten 
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Written: Teach them to obſerve the fin- 
cerity and plainneis of their Stile , wich- 
our all Kind of Art : "That th _ {latter 
none, not even Jeſus lumtelf whom they 
Worlhip, concealing not his infirmities of 

Fleth, as Man; his Hunger and Thirſt , 
his being wearied, his Paflions of Sorrow 
and Fear ;- that ths y ditiemble not ning of 
he Apoſt les, which might turn to their dit- 
cicdit, as Chzilts rebu uking their dulneſs, 
their propoling atter a long Inſtruction Ve- 
ry rude and impertinent Queſtions , the 
Ea, land Pe; Jury ot St Peter , the incredulity 
of St. Thomas, the Am vition of St. Toh 
and Sr. mes, whic!i: la't being clear ly 
expreſſed by St. Mark while St. Jobn was 
living, was ne - denied ©: taken ill by 
him, nor was St. Mart: Goſpel the leſs 

approved by $S mn v.19 lived longeſt, 
and wrote lat P and w nich is {ti]] more 
obſervable, make then: to take notice of 
luch a ſincericy in thete Writers as to re- 
late more particularly th®:c own In:perte- 
ions and thoſe of ſuch others as they 
chiefly eſtcemed. So St. Matthew names 
himlſelt the Pubhicane, St. Mark being pars 
ticularly allicd to >t. Peter not only relates 
his denial of his Lord, but relates ic with 
all its aggravating circunltances , being 
0 Ot, 
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St. Pauls Diſciple isthe only relater of the 
differences between him and Barnabas. 
Then obſeive. to them how theſe Writ- 
ings were rece:ved as containing unCor.þt- 
ed Truths, by thoſe who lived in the ſame 
Age, and were Witneſſes of all the par- 
ticulars: How they were diſperſed abroad 
in infinite Copies, rcligioufly preſerved , 
read in Churches over all the World, Ci- 
ted, Expounded, Preached, Taught and 
Commented upon ircm time to time z 
fo that it was impcflidle for any Enemy 
to corrupt fo many Copies diſperſed 
throughout all Nations, ſo read, and fo 
{tudied, without any diſcovery or oppoſi- 
tion. But eſpecially teach them to obſerve 
the Excellency of the Podrine here 
taught, how much it tends to the Exalta- 
tion of Gods infinite Glory and Love, and 
to the Depreſſion of Mans Pride and Va- 
nity ; to the Mortification of fenſual Ap- 
petites ; toa ſincere univerſal Charity ; to 
Peace of Mind; Purity of Pody ; and the 
perfection of Þoth; and to the reducing 
Humane Nature to the nearcſt Union 
and Dependance on the Divine, by a re- 
ſtauration here to a ſtate of Innocence , 
Simplicity, and Angelical Sanctity, and 
the ſure Hopes of a great and incorru = 

c 
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hl2 Crown given by the Son of God. 


You muſt endeavour to give them the 
ſtrongeſt —— tiiac are pothble, 
tor theſe murers, that to they may draw 
by themſclves a loveiy Ia of the Chris 
ſtian Religion, and eygeriy {tugy ro tran 
{cr;be it in their Lite. 

As for Sermons, You muil give thvim a 
relijh not for che fine and Rhetoric il, but 
tor th2 moſt plain aad tiz moſt edrying 
Diſcourſes. Make them to avoid cenfu 


() 
r1ng and cricizinz on che Pre ©: = tho 
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it ſhould my T1; 
great Comme:1:at 0:2. 1 each them now 
they may draw no im Nall DOC CVEN FrONY 
very ordinary Sermons z and that ne be- 
ing affe&ted with, and reilz&ing on the 
Texc 1s no ini! mare? r towards infuen- 
Cing a prepared Mind. Let them fee 
that great = ais not always the 
moſt Eminent Preachers; and thar fom<* 
times even very goo. Men alter long ſtu- 
dy donot perior m great things in their Dit- 
courſes upon the Scripture: Bid them con- 
ſider that God hath given ſeveral Talents 
to {zveral Perlo: 15, tO {om2 more, to fome 
leſs ; thataccording tothele he will judge, 
m_ we muſt not require, where he doth 

ot ; that they as Men are ſubject to the 
Py {ame 


102 The Education of 


lame Imperfections as others, to the ſame 
ſame Pallions, the fame Temptations ; 
that the ſlighting of Gods Miniſters mutt 
rebound upon God himfz}f, 

Teach yours perions ro remark, that 
the Soul of Chriſtianity, it one may to 
ſay conſiſts in the contemp: of this Lite , 
and the Loveof the next. They may fcc 
probably a grear many perſons or Courage 
and Piety, who ar not abÞl. to think on 
Death without trembling : You may meet 
with others ſo ſuperſtitious, as to grow 
pale when there are thirteen atthe Table, 
at certain Dreams, at the overturning of 
a Saltſeller ; the dread of all which ima» 
ginary Preſages is a groſs Relique of Hea- 
theniſm, and of Popery too. Make them 
ſee the Vanity and the Ridiculouſneſs 
hereof : Tho Women have not the ſame 
Occaſions as Men, to ſhew their Courage 
they onght nevertheleſs ro have it. Cow- 
ardiſe is contemptible every where, every 
where it hath miſchievous effects : It is 
needful that a Woman know how to re- 
ſiſt vain Alarms; that the be firm againſt 
unforeſeen Danzers ; that ihe weep not 3 
that ſhe be not frighined but for great 
Matters at a ſurprize, and then too that 
ſhe bear her ſelf up gallantly by Vertue. 
Ic 
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It is not lawtkul for a Chriſtian ct cither 
Sex to be a Coward. 


CHAP. VIIL 


InſtruG ious for ihe Practica! Dart 

Rcat Car? iS to be taken, which T 
(ae tioned before, to fet betore Chil- 
dren cit 5 | EVzilh, | the Author and Fi- 
nijher of our Faith, the Center of all Re- 
11zion ang cur only Hope. Having ſhew- 
ed them py the former Mctnod the Di- 
VINC Authority , and thc i-xccllency « of 
the Goipel; you mu{t reform both the 
Judgments, and the Actions of the Pere 
lon whom you Initruct, according to the 
Model of Jeſug Chziſt him'clt ; who 
took upon him a mortal -_ tor no other 
End than to Leach usto live and to dye,by 
ſhewing in his Fleſh like to ours whatever 
we are to believe ard practice. 'I his 1s not 
meant that you oughtevery momeiit to com: 
pare the Childs Sentiments and Actions 
with the Litz of Ch:1lt : This Compart- 
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fon would be weariſom and indiſcrect ; 
but you muſt habituate Childr: en to look 
upon his Bleſſed Life as our Pattern ; and 
kis Word as our Law. Strive to allcct 
them with thoie of his Ditcourſes and A- 
G10nNs which are moit accommedatec ro 
their capacities.If they cannot refolvejupon 
any hard Labour, repreſent Jeſus Chit 
Labouring at a hard and mean Trade til] 
he was thirty years old; It they would 
be eſteemed and commended , ſpcak of 
the Reproaches and Cruel "Mockirgs 
which he endure1: It they be not able 
to agree with ſuch as are about them 
make them to conſider J cus Chill con 
verſing with Sinners ; and with the mot 
abominable Hy ocrites. If they fthew 
any reſentment ;5 make haſt to repreient 
to th:m the ſame Jeſus Cheilt tying on 
the Crois even tor thols who were the 
Authors of his Death : It they fulle: 
themiclves to be tranipo: 2d with an inr 
modeſt Joy, rant the Sweetneſs and the 
Modeſty of Felus , whoſe whole Lite 
was fo very Grave and Scrious. Laſtly 
nake them ao reprcſe1it to themſclyes 
what Jeſus Chi} would think, and 
what he would ſay of our Converſations, 
of our Amaſements, and of our moſt 
ſerious 
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ſerious buſineſſes, if he had been {till vifcib'e 
in the midſt of us. Proceed to urge what 
would be our aſtoniſhment, if he ſhould 
appear ſuddenly in the midſt of us, when 
we arc in the molt profound forgetfulnets 
of his Law. Bur is nor this, you muit 
add, that which will happen to every one 
of us at our Death, and to che whole 
World, when the ſecrec hour ot the day 
ot jadgment ſhall come ? Then you mutt 
defcribe the overturning of the Univerſe, 
tho Sun darkined, the Stars fallinz from 
their places, the Elements muiting with 
fervent heat, and the Foundations of the 
Earth ſhaken. With what Eyesougnt we 
to behold this Heaven which covers us, 
titis Earth which be:rs us, tiiels Houles 
Wiiica we inhabit,andall theſe otzer objects 
which ſurround us, ſince they are all re- 
ſerved 1or the Fire. Shew them atcer- 
ward tiie Graves open, the Lead who 
ſhall gather together again the wiecks of 
their Bodics, Jeſus Chaiſt, who thall 
deſcend in the Clouds withgr-ac Majeity, 
the Book opened, wherein ſhill be writ- 
ten even to ths molt tecret thoughts of 
the Hearts, the Sentence pronounced 1n 
the Face of all Nations anc! of ail Ages; 
the Glory which ſhall be GQitcovered ro 
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Crown the Righteous everlaſtingly. Laſt- 
ly the Lake of Fire and Brunſtone, the 
Night, the Eternal Horrour, the gnaſhing 
of Teeth, and the Rage which will be 
common to Men and Devils, which ſhall 
be the Lot of all ſintul Souls. 

Fail not thorowly to explain the Ten 
Commandments : Make it appear how 
they are an Atridgment of Gods Law, 
and that there is in the Goſpel all thar is 
contained intheſe in more remote Conte. 
quences. Repeat to the perſons you in: 
{ſtruct that it 1s the Letter that kij!s, 2nd 
the Spirit that makes alive ; that Got! re 
Guires that all ſhould Worthip him in S>:- 
rit and in Truth ; that he wii! be loved 
inwardly, and will be reſpe&ed oi us as 


1i there were only he and our fclves in 
all the World ; that he has no need of 
cur Words, our Geftures, or even of ou: 
Riches, but that which he deltres, is only 

ty to 


gzT7 


our i{plves; that one ought not ont; 
pcriorm what the Law oidains, but I:ke: 
wiſe to perform it for the ſame End ior 
hich the L yd ordaii it : tha Iv 
w UC 1 4 1G aw Cl CIec all It 3 tat O!} 3 
outward Actions, and crying Lord, wiil 
never be enough ; that if we enter not into 
the true Sentiments cf the Love of God, 


Renunciation of Temporal things, Con- 
tempt 
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tempt of our ſelves, and a Horrour of 
the World, we make Chriſtianity to be 
nothing more than a cheating Phantaſm 
tor our ſelves and others. 

Be ſure to put Children in mind of the 
Vow that was made in their Names when 
they were initiated into this moſt Holy 
Religion : Remember to them conſtantly 
as occaſion ſerves, that they are ſworn to 
renounce the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh; and to believe and practice the 
Chrittian Religion with all Refolution 
and Conilancy. Infinuare theſe promiies, 
into their Minds, fſhewing them that the 
Examrles and Maxims of the World , 
ought to be ito tar rom having any Authos« 
rity over us,thatthey ought to make us tus 
ſpect ali chat come: rrom 19 odious and fo 
poiioned a Spring : Fear not likewiſe tore- 
preſent to them, with St. Faul, tne Devil 
reigning in the World, anti moving the 
hearts of Men by all the violent Paſſions 
which make Men feeck atter Riches, Glo- 
ry and Plealure- Ir is thts Pomp, you 
muſt tay, which 1s more that of the De- 
vil than of the World : '} tis is the ſpecta- 
cle of Vanity whereto a Chriſtian ought 
to 0p2n neither his Heart nor Eyes. The firlt 
flep you mult perſivace them to in Chit 
Jtianity 
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ſtianity, 15 a renouncing of all worldly 
Pomp: Let them fee how they ought to 
trample under tet ail groundleſs contempts, 
impious Ralleries, and even the Violences 
of the World ; ſince they are now become 
Souldiers under the Croſs : Teach them 
to offer up their ſenſes and their Paſſions, 
all their Deſires, Deſigns, Studies and en 
deavours to the honour of their Saviour : 
Make them perceive that all they have 
will be ſafeſt in his hands, and nothing 
elſewhere can be ſafe; that tor whatever 
they depolite here, they are ccrtain to rc- 
ceive an hunarec times as much ; and ask 
them whether they would not be content- 
ed to {ell all they have at this rate : Ask 
them whether tney were not very much 
pleaſed with their Babies formerly ; whe- 
t1cr they do not think themielves now a- 
bore them ;z whether they flight them nor, 
tho they once thought they never ihould. 
They will aniwer yes, What 1s the rea: 
lon you may urge, that you continue not 
ſtillto cry atter them? Becauſe I now find 
T maj be bappy Without them, Was there 
therefore” no real happin:fs in them * 
None at all, Put you thought io once * 
Where therefore was the Happinets you 
fancied? I was in my Imagination. "Lhcn 

asK 
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ask them w -Wy i they do not fancy now 
the ſame Happineſs in the Pomps of the 
World which they did ſometime fince in 
their Babies * Tcll them they will come 
to be as ſenſibly convinced of the former, 
as they already are of the latter : Thas 
they will find all the Happinels place! 
them to be meerly Imaginary 5 but that 
this is not all, for that theſe are infinitely 
more dang CrOUsS AS to their conlequences, 
than thoſe Yay things of Intle Childre: 
This way I would have you Tak co Arm 
them againſt the Allurements ci the wo: I, 
and the ſame Methods will [1 Ve tO tortifie 
them amongſt the reſt of thei: Een | 
Weapons. Eſpecially make them to con: 
ſider theſe Refilexions before you bring 
them to Confirmation. Particular] Iy then 
pur them in mind of thetr being! lakes 
with the fign of the Crois 11 to..v tiiey 
ſhould nor be aſhamed ot - heiſt Cruciti- 
ed, or of Fighting under ns Banner till 
their Lives Er :d, and that tlcy mult be 
Crucified with him, it they would par- 
take of his Reſurrection. We are nur-, 
God be praiſed, you may fay, in the time 
of Perfecutions, wherein thole who would 
not Renounce the Goſpel were pur to 
Death ; but the Wortd which can ncver 
Czaie 
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ceaſ2 to be the World,that is to ſayCorrupt, 
makes con:inually an indirect P erſecution 
2Lainlt Piety, it lays its Nets to catch it, 
it "decries i it, it mocks at it, and makes the 
practice of Religion fo dilficult in almoſt 
all the conditions of Life, that in the ve- 
ry midſt of Chriſtian Nations, and where 
Chriſtianity is ſirengthned by the Sove- 
raign Authority, we are in danger of be 
ing aſhamed of the Name ot Telus 
Chaiſt, and of the imitation of his Lite. 
It will be kkewile necdliul. ro explain to 
young perſons the Nature an! the Necet: 


tity of Prayer founded up — 5 vgs 1] 
want of the Grace of Go-!. God you muſt 
{fiy, requires that we 1h "1 1 Pray "ns his 


Grace, not becauie he is 1znorant of our 
neceſlities, but becauſe he would {ubject 
us tO a requeit which CXcitzs Us to ac- 
knowledge this necellity ; 'T kis will work 
In us a Humi ::ation of our } :carts, a feeling 
of cur Miſety and of our impotence; and 
laitly a confidence in his Goodneſs which 
he exadts from us. Theite Requeſts which 
hc would have made to him conliit only in 
the intention and the defire: Forhe has 19 

need of our words. We often repeat a great 
many words wit hout praying, and we of- 
tein Dray inwardly wichout Pronouncing 


rn 
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a Word, Words are nevertheleſs very 
uſeful for they excite in us thoſe thoughts 
and Sentiments which they expreſs, it we 
are attentive to them: Wherefore Jeſts 
Ch2ift gave us a Form of Prayer : What 
comfort i3 it to underſtand by the Son 
huw his Father will be prayed to? What 
force ouvhe there to be in the Petitians 
which God himſelf puts into our Mouths ? 
How will he not grant vs that which he 
has taken care to teach us to ask ? Aﬀer 
this ſhew thzm how very plain and ſub: 
limethis Prayeris, how very ſhort and full 
of whatlocver we can expect from ahnve, 

After chis it will be high time to ſpeak 
of the molt Solemn Ad of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. The firft Communion ought to 
be at the tir when Children being come 
ro the uſe of Reafon, fna!l appear more 
Docile,and more exempt from ali confid:- 
rable faults. It is amongle theſu fir{t 
Fruits of Faith and Love of God , that 
Teſus Chyff will dcrght to dilcorer 


himſelf in the Graces of Communion : 
It ought to Þþe a long time expected, [ 


mean y ou ought to give Chikiren hopes 
of it from their eariieit Childhood , as 
of the greateit Good chat can be had up- 
on Earth, and a Talte oi the Joys of Hea- 
Ven; 
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ven : I am of the Opinion you ought to 
render 1t as Solemn as 1s polhlbe ; that it 
appzar to Children, that your Eyes are 
fixed upon them during this Blefſed time, 
that you eſteem them happy , that you 
take part in their Joy, that you expe 
trom them a Condudt above their Are 
fic for ſo great an Action, Put though 
ver, much is required to prepare Chil- 
dren for the Communion, 1 think when 
they are prepared , you Cannot be too 
ſpecdy in preventing them with 1o pre- 
Cicus Grace, beiore their Innocence he 

expoled ito thole dangerous Temprations 


wherein it begins to face. 


Remarks Upun ſer veral F.:ulis of 


1 ung IV 041, 


E procecd to ſpeak of the Care 
which muſt be taken to preierve 

Gitls from ſeveral Faults incident to their 
Sex. They are bred up with a fottnels 
and Timorouſneis which renders them i: 
capable of a firm and reguiar Conduct, 


In the beginning here is a great deal of 


Afﬀectation 
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Aﬀeation, and afterware a great deal of 
Habit in theſe ill grounded Tears, and 
theſe Tears which they { rin? torth fo 
cheap! A 1 [hg CONC; 3T ON ICH AtteRa- 
tions might ſerve very much to correct 
them, Vaniry having in them fogreat a part. 
It is necetiary tkewiie to repreſs in 
them too rence: Loves, 11tic lealouſics p 
exceſiive Co mplements, i iatteries, iran: 
ports ; all this {poils, a: uics rem to 

look upon whatever is Grave and Serio 
as too dUry and fower, Ir is n2cetia:y too 
to try to mak2 them ſtuily now to ſpeak 
in as ſhort and preciſe a manner as they 
Cal. 15 Vir Conlifts 1:1 F2LTCNCIINg al 
ulcl2is D:itcourſs, and | in {iying a creat 
deal in a fow words ; whereas moir Wo- 
_ ak a little in a great many 3 they 
rake catine( of ſ5e:ch ain} vivacity of [- 
magination IG; it; chey chuoie not their 
thoughts ; they put them not into any 
Order with roipet to trols things they 
are to CXpiain 3 they are pillinate 1n al: 
molt cvery £121. "g they fa Y > and Pailion 

makes them talk a great Gcal:; Into mea, 
while nothing very good can hb. c expected 
tom a W Oman, un! lels the Le Ro 2:t to 
confider what is to follow, to examine her 
thoughts to explain them afrer a ſhort 
MANner 
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manner, and that done to be able to hold 
her peace. 

There is another thing which contri- 
butes very much to long Diſcourſes of 
Women ; which is that they are Artifici- 
al, and uſe long windings to come to their 
point, they are taken wich Craftineſs,and || p 
how ſhould they not be taken with it, Þ: 
Ince they know no better Prudence than I \ 
that 3 and th's is the firſt thing that Ex fo 
ample hath taught them : "They have a Bc 
Natural ilexiilencts fo as to be able to act Fa 
any part. Tears colt them nothing, their Þri 
Paſſions are quick, and thzir knowledge FC 
Iimited, whence it is that they neglect no- Bat 
thing whereby they think taat they Canſſer 
fucceed, an tte means which would nat fa 
be liked by perions of a more regular 
Temper appear to them to be good ; they Pd: 
hardly have reaſon to Examine whether Jot 
ſuch a thing is to be deſired, bur they are Þg: 
very induſtrious to attain it. p1 

Beſides they are fearful, and full of falſe $i; 
ſhame ; which is likewiſe a ſpring of Dif: Fcr 
ſimulation. The means of preventing 10 Þki 
great a miſchief, is to avoid putting them PU 
upon any neceflity for it, and to accuitom la! 
them to ſpeak ingenuouſly what they think I C 
as to all lawful matters, They ſhould beFly 
at 
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at liberty to teſtifie their diſlike , when 
they are dilpleaſ:d, They ſhould not be 
forced to appear to like fome Perſons, or 
ſome Books which do not pleaſe them. 

When they ſhall be {o unhappy, as to 
hive got an Habit of dilguiſing their Q- 
5'nions, the way to let them ſee the folly 
of ir, is to inſtruct chem ſolidly in the 
Maxims of true Prudence; as the mears 
of diverting their Relith trom the trivo- 
lous Fictions of Romances, is to give them 
a true taſte of uſeful and delighttul Hitto- 
ries. If you allow them nor a Regular 
Curioſity, they will have a diſorderly one; 
and if you do not form their Minds to 
rue Prudence, they will adhere to the 
talſs which 1s Craft. 

Shzw them by Examples, that witnout 
deceitfulneſs we may be Dilcrect, Cauti- 
ous and Diligent in the lawſul ways of 
gaining our point, Tell them that the 
principal part of Prudence conſiſts in 
leaking little, in being more dithdent of 
cur {:lves than of others ; but not in ma: 
king falſe Diicourſes and thifting Perſons. 
Uprightneſs of Conduct, and the Univer- 
lal Reputation of Probity attract more 
Confidence and Eſteem, and conſequent- 
ly at the long run procure more Advair 
Ages 
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tages even in Temporal Matters, than 
winding Methods. How much dot this 
Judicious Probity diſtinguiſh Mankind, 
and renders them fit for the greatett un. 
dertakings. 

But moreover how contempritle 1s al 
that which Craft fecks aticr; it is ein 
a trifle that one dare not 13eak tor, or a 
pernicious Paſſion. When we with tor 
that which we ought to with for, we C& 
ſire ic openly, and ſeck for it by right 
ways wich moderation. V hat is there more 
ſweet cr more convenient than to be in 
cere, always Quiet, at Peace with our 
ſelves, and having nothing to tear, or to 
invent; whereas diilembling perſons are 
continually in Agitation, in Remorlſe, 1 
Danger, inthe deplorable necef{i:y of co 
vering one Cratt by an hun«Ired oth2rs 

With all chis ſhameful uneaſincſs , per: 
ſons of a crafty Temper can never avoid 
thoſe very incoaveniencies which they 
ſhun, Sooner or later thzy pals for what 
they are. If in ſome particular caſes they 
overreach the greatcſt parc of Makind, 
yet they cannot doit in the main Act:ons 
of their Lite: They are by one part or 
other always found out , and very com: 
monly they are bubbled by thoſe very 
Perſous 
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Perſons they deſgn.d to put upon. Some 
make a ſhew ot being dazled by them, 
that they may ſee their Tricks the better, 
and they believe themſelves Efteemed, 
tho' they be deſpiſed. Pur if they ſhould 
prove ſomewhat Ilucky, at belt they are 
lure to lie under juſpitions ; they warn 
Mankind to ſtand upon their Guard. Peo- 
ple will be as much afraid of their Com- 
pany, as if they had the Plague ; and 
whecher che Diſeaſe be real or imaginary, 
there 1s no Phytick that will be able to 
Cure it : Upon this bid them conſider 
what can be more contrary to the Advan- 
tages which a Prudent Love of one ſelf 
ought to feek, than to ſee cur elves al- 
waics ſuſpected. Say theie things by lit- 
tl: and liccle accoi ding to the Occalions, 
the Needs, and the Capacity oi tae Tem- 
pers VCU gave to deal with. 

Obterve likewiſe that Craft proceeds 
alwajes trom a mean and a littl: Spit, 
We are Crafty, only when we Ceiice to 
to be conceale(, not being tuctz, as we 
ought to be 3 or when deligning lawtul 
matters, WE take unworthy Means to 
come at them, tor want of knowing thoſe 
that are Honourabie. Tho the later be- 
trays greater weakneſs of Spirit; ye: thers 
15 
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is the ſame littleneſs of ſoul in both of 


theſe. Nothing is ſo much to be pitic/ 
as the proſecution of what is Lawfil, by 
unlawful Courſes. Teach Children t 
obſerve the impertinence of ſome lite!: 
Crafty Tricks which they lee practicei, 
and the NR—_ which they bring on 
thoſe who commit them ; and lafily 
make them aſhamed of themſelves when 
you catch them in any thi ng bike diiten: 
bling. From time to time deprive them 
of the thing thzy love,becauſe they would 
come at it by Craft, and declare that 
they ſhall have it when they ack plainiy: + 
Neither be atraid of bearing with thu 
little Infirmities, þut give them the Cor 
rage of letting vou ſee them ; which elk 

may be an hard task ro diſcover. Shane 
when it is wrong placed is a very Gangs 
rous mifchief, = which can very hard 
ly be Cured ; and which if it be not ta 
ken heed to, will render all the re:!t incu 
rable. 

Teach them the folly of thek 
wretched ſub:ilties whereby ſome cot 
trive to have other people deceived in 
ſuch ſort as not to be able to reproac! 
thoſe who were the Deceivers. There 
{till greater Baſeneſs and touler Play mn 
thee 


| 


| 


Toung Gentlewcmen 119 


theſe Refinings, than in the common 
Cheats: 'T hz others maxe an honelt pra* 
ice, if one may ſo lay of Crait ; but 
theſe add hereto a new Uiſ-uiſ: to Autho- 
rize it. Tell your Child that God is 
Truth it felt; that to pl. ly with "Truth in 
ones words, 1s to play with God ; that 
ſe ought therefore to be preciſe and ex- 
at in them, and to ſpzas but little, that 
lo nothing may be {pc ken by her but 

what is fir, and with reſpe& had to the 


Truth, 

For this reaſon take a particular care of 
imitating 'thoſe who applaud Chiltren , 

when they obſerve them to have ſhown a 
kind of Wit in ſome Craft. On the con- 
trary you muſt be ſo far trom commend- 
ing theſe litcie Tricks as in! Tances ot their 
Wit, that you muſt ſeverely ckide the 
up97 ſu. h occafions, and deſtroy a!) heir 
Arclic:s meerly becauſe thzy arc 19 ; that 
lo experience may leave in them a Gif- 
vult of thoſe contrivances tor No future. 
By praiſing o them for fuch Faules, It 15 not 
ſtrange if they become at laſt perſwaded, 
that ro be Prudent and to be Cratty are 
all one. 

But befides this, Curioſity generally fills 
the Minds of Women ; * an;| atlords them a 
Large 
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large, but empty field of Diſcourie. It 


!l ſellom, or never agree with filence ; 
Thoſe who are defirous of Learning a 
great deal of News, are not alwa'es reſol- 
ved to concealit, and Obloquy intfallibly 
make: the {als of that which Imprudence 
heaps together r. Whatever it hy and let 
it go which way it will, there muſt be 
ſome vent tor it. The minds of curious 

erſons arc like to thoſe Veſlels which are 
empticd at the ſame time one thinks to 
f1}l them. That which comes in by the 
Ears, goes out again almoſt as foon by 
the Moth q becauſe indifcretion, which 
1s as well the Miſtreſs of thoſe who ſpeak, 
as of thoſe who hear lightly, {tops not 
the paſſage to Lies cither at going out or 
coming in. "This Levity creates a bad O- 
pinion of their Temper, and it gives no 
very gool one of their Conſcience; Pco- 
ple ordinarily judze of them , that they 
co not ſo wholly ſpend their time 11 
hearing what is vain and fi CErtil.ous ," as 
not to catch at what is evil. "Bu t elpeCia | 
ly the eaſineſs which they {ew ro believe 
a Vice, ts looked upon as a ſure roren that 
they know themſelves guilty of the ue 
There are {ome who hear with delight al 

kind of 'Obloquies and Scanuals ; Who 
can: 


we. = :. a. ARS. . A.. 


Toung Gentlewomen. 121 


cannot ſuffer one to ſpzak advantagiou!ly 
of any Body : Who think by blaming all 
the World to make an Apology tor their 
own Crimes, and to give Authority to 

1211 Guilt by the Number of Criminals : 
W hen they hear the Vertues of ſome com- 

mended, they = preſently the ſame 
Paftions as the Ugly have, when the Fair 
are Courted in their preſence. Repreſent 
to Children the ſenlſzelefsnels, as well as 
the Odioutzeſs of this Humour. Tell 
them, that the Yerwwous excuſe Faults f 
ſt:ad of publiſhing them : "That the Vi 
cious on the other lide are alwaies vitiless; - 
thinking to Witneſs by their Deteſtation, 


how fre2 they are from any knowledge of 


the like Crimz in themſelves, Put Deeds 
give the Lis to cheir words, and this Ar- 
tifice iu2222ds fo very 1}, that they are 
herchy Gilcrediter od, '1 \ftead ot be 10g er 
ſendzd, Tell them that 'the Vertuous 
Women Gf their Sex diire 
the Wo rl by their - Larity 3 that. Liber- 
times banith Verive by their Slanders. ir 
15 cate to dilcover the Woman that is 
C i} ur, [om ner tat 15 nor {o. One CX=- 
amines every thing even to the minuteſt 
Clicunſtances: Her Wickedneſs —— 
lor a Paitzrn to juig G Wickedly : : Her 
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Experience and hor own intrigues teach 
her to give bau Interpretations to the bolt 
Matters.Procris when jne had betrayed her 
Husband, was continually ſpying his A- 
Et1ons ; being hardly as to that, able to 
believe him Innc cent, wherein ſhe her ſelf 
was guilty, The Vicious are alwaies in 
an Alarm ; they are afraid people will a- 
buſe their L ibe:ty 3 anc they cannot ima» 
gine that a Walk or a Converſation ſhould 
be Innocent. They cannot apprehend 
why theſe ſhould nor Jo the fame that o- 
thers have done: It they fail they ſuppoſe 
it to be for lack ct opportunity, not cf 
Inclination. 

There arc thoſe too who uſe Art in ca- 
lumniating : T key will not wound bur 
with Gu: ded Arms : They Giguiſe their 
blame under the a PPCAras ICC Ol taint caulcs 
if they Mention any harm of another : 
they will icem to do it with a great deal 
of unwillingneſs. Pe carefii! to brea! 
Children of the leaſt tendency, to fo ui- 
ſhonourable, and fo Cangero..s a cuſtom : 
Make them fce that they can never bu pecr- 
te&t at it, unleſs they be fi. ſt Cowards , 
Malicious, and Hypocrites. Shew them 
that nothing is more commendable tha: 
ro prevent "Errour and Vanity in the 
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Judgments of others, and that nothing 
will contribute more to the ſettling of 
their own Reputation,than Candour, and 
Ingenuity in cenſuring thole of whom 
they may have occaſion to Dilſcourle. wa 
Repreſent to thzm that thoſe who have {hol 
committed but one Sin, ought not to be yt 
called Vicious: That thoſe who have com- 
mitted many, may perhaps continue inth= 


ſame no longer. The tormer are Correct- + 
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that they can hardly have ever any aſlu- 
rance when they ſpeak of any ones Wick- 
edne6, that they are out of Danger of 
lying ; ſeeing there is required but a mo: 
ment, or bur a "Thought to make a Peni- 
rent of a Sinner. 

Flattery tzems very oppoſite to Calum- 
ny ; Ent they have a ſtricter Relation be- 
ewixt each other than 15 imagined : You 
cannot prevent hborh, but by the ſame 
means, that 13, inip1111g into young per- 
tons 4 trus generolity. ihe one Attacques 
us by Poiton, the other by Steel; if we 
coniider them well, we ihall find that 
more bear up agaiivt Calumny than Flat- 
tery : Pecaule felt Iove which tortifies us iN 3 
agattift centure, WCaKkens us to Flatterics. + 
A3 widely diſtant as they apyear, they 

(2-0 are 
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are almoſt alwaies inſeparable : There are 
tew Calumniating Tcmpers which are 
not likewiſe Flattering. Peoth procecd 
from Baſeneſs, in as much as it is want 
of Courage, both not to dare to ſpeak 
freely the Truth, and nor to be able to 
excuſe Faults. Infſi1!l into Children tiue 
Courage, and that will A:mihcm agair.it 
thermoit, ard the moſt Cargercus milſcar- 
riages they are in danger to tall into. 
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CH AP. Xe 


? 
Beauty aud Ornaments. 


UT you ought to be atraid of nothing 

ſo much as of Vanity in Girls ; the Y 
bave an inborn violent detire of Pleafing. 
The ways which lead Men to Authority 
and to Glory being ſtop'd upfrom them : 
They ſtrive to make amends for that loſs 
in the Charms of Peauty and Converſari: 
on. Hence comes their ſweet and infinu- 
ating way of talking : Hence comesit that 
they aim ſo much at Feauty, anc ac all 
outward Graces ; and thar thcy are fo 
paſſionately in love with Dreſling;a i3 00d, 
an cnd of a Ribban, a Curl of i 1air, that 
15 
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p 
1s too hizi1 or too low, th2 choices o! a 
Co.our arc way them 1mport, ne M.MC21S, 

'This ex<:t; is bzcom: very excrav.1' 
The Sat Humour which Ry uae 
ly rules amongit us at this day, with 
the-1miration of our Ne'ghbours, who ) Cat's 
ry this incon! [tancy to fo great a degree as 

tizreby to give 1tz Laws to the reit of the 
Wo. 11, cannot but pro.luce a continual 

variety ot tainions. "Thus to the Love of 
Cloaths there is ſuperadded that or INo- 
veity, which has ſtrange Charms over lic- 
tl2 Souls. The - _ Oes Þ ut tog pre T\ 


and diltuih all thz " he of manners. No 
longzr than there 1s a Rule kept u» tor 
Habits, and for Goods can there be any 
eftectual Bounds fr, which jhall bz fic for 
EVery ONCs Condition : For the Table: of 
ry Perſons,that is not I&i: in th: Powe 
Authority ro Reguilzue ; every on? 
chal according to his Mony, or rather 
without Moy, accorving to his Amhirtt- 
on and his V Aru y Ae: this is 49 trug, tht 
the molt con! Ids lor ab. Nacion witch eve 
made Laws to reguiate Ex928 1025 in £at- 
ing, who wers the Od Roms, could 
never bring tem co b2 itrictiy oblerved, 
when on:2 they had corrupted their man- 
nets 
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ncrs by introducing the Afratick Luxury, 

This Pomp ruins Families, and the ruin 
of Families draws after it the Corruption 
of Manners. On the one hand it excites 


in perſons of a mean Birth the Paſſion of 


acting a great Fortune ; it proſtitutes them 
co all meaſures that may help then quick: 
ly to gather up an Eſtate : On the other 
hand Perſonsof Quality finding themtelves 
dipt without recovery, do conmit- things 
which are horribly mean and low to main- 
tain their Expence ; whereby they inſenit- 
bly extinguiſh Honour, Faith, Probity , 
and good Nature, even among th2 near: 
elt Relations. 

All theſe miſchiets proceed from che 


Authority which Vain Women have of 


deciding concerning Faſhions : They laugh 
at all thoſe who are willing to preſerve 
the Gravity, and the ſimplicity of the An- 
cient Manners. 

Apply your ſelf therefore ſeriouſly to 
make your Daughter underſtand how 
much Honour which comes from a good 
Conduct and a true Capacity, is pretera- 
ble to that which is taken from ones Hair 
or Habits. Strive to give a good Reliſh 
of theſe matters ; but be not importunate. 

Be induſtrious to divert their thoughts 

tom 
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_ 2 vain aftectation of outward B2au- 
ty, by Urawing Com inward : It 1s nor 
wb wondred ar, if chew Anverites car 
- t1em to that, in which Nature 5 fo " 
ae oO tem. 'Yo 1 muſt ave a care of 
l-ing your ] Piitourſes concering it imell 
too much of Philofoohy, Ieait t | 
lteve 2 YOu no! - It has loſenitble ciicdts in 
thoſz who ! Cn, and fo maniie!t Charms 
on the rogheit Natures * that 1t will be 
very dit Ficulc, It not mp1 'Oper, to try to 
make them b ol! eve that ws Tre 15 nctung 
at all init to be regarded. It you preach 
t© them at any ume, yo 1 a muſt not ; O a- 
[1lC ti {6 ra L! 'n 00 Nature. When CiCf 
= is done, they disbelicve you, or clie 
deſpair. "The chiefelt thing is to give 
young Perſons tru2 Notions of —_— 
and to ſhew them how Religion improv. 
and betters % + How tt makes ule of eve- 
ry 4 why and turns it to its End ; that it 
caches 3 Us nzither to 19> ie ON the one 
nd; nor to atuicon the other any of 
= Prejents which we Rs trom tlea- 
yen 3 Ihat Te mporal Bizihngs do not 
binder tholz that are Eternal : What great 
Wiſdom it is to make thole in{trumencal 
to theſe, and th 2 Excellencies of the Bo: 
dy ſubſervient to thoſe of the Soul : Latt- 
G4 ly, 
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ly, that Chriſt anity is that which moſt 
-eautifies its Profeſſours , and that it 
is the higheſt Exalcation of Nature, and 
o1 right Reaſon. 

You mult ballance the Injuſtice of ſpeak- 
ing againit, and the danger of ſpeaking 


= 


tor Beauty. It is a natural Splendour in 
it ſelf lovely, which hath the power of ra- 
viſhing ths Soul with the Eyes. If a love- 
ly Body ſhrouds a more lovely Soul, the 
lovelineſs of the latter will ſend forth more 
powerful Charms to commend Piety, and 
to raviſh the vicious into Admiration, 
which in them appears ſo captivating. 
Vertue and Beauty united together 
have great Advantages above Vertue alone 
when it appears in a homely Dreſs. Put 
this latter as it gives not ſo much Luſtre, 
ſo it hath fewer Temptations. Beauty 
vichoutthe former is {uch a Vanity as can 
no where elfe be parallePd. Let them ſee 
how much it 1s in their power to turn a 
Blefling into the greateſt Curſe to Hu- 
mane Nature; and how eaſi2 a matter it 
is by ſuffering themſclves to be comple- 
mente] into Angels, to fink down into 
Devils. Commend the Beauty of the 
Mind to them, but deciy not too much 
that of the Bedy. Thoſe who Worſhip, 
and 
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and thoſe who deſpiſe it, are both alike to 
be blamed, for reterring too much, or too 
lictle to this Gift of God. "Thoſe who have 
received this preſent muſt keep ic chearily, 
and attribute whatever worth there is in it 
to the Bounty of the be{tower. There is ſmall 
danger in themſelves, or others of referring 
tO0 l ecletro it : But the gre irett care is hard: 
ly enough ro gaard them from the other 
extream. Ir is ſaid of the Judges at Athens 
who were lo Celebrat:d over all the World 
tor their Juſtice, that by a Won ian they lo!t 
the Nam? of Uncorrui ; becaate believing 
her Ianocent, they, atter ' they lad [een her. 
coulil not jm ige her Guilty : Another .L a- 
dy as fami'd for her Einq (ence, as the was 
tor her Þeaury, had by her pleading won 
the cauſe, tillthe bare oref-nce of this Char: 
ming Creature terved tor 21 Aolovy. Noe 
thing more cheats, and impols ron thy 
Jadgment, tian Beauty ; and tie Hondiom 
have by fnewing themſelves, more than 
once gaiacd the Cauſe, Et tlic Vidtory 
attcr all conii{ts more 1 the Imavination , 
than in Reality. Ines mors Victorious 
Bzauty is, ic is th? more expoled to Cons 
queſt. That is not eatily guarded which 
many Love, and there is n9 gre eat f{2curity 
in the po.tst{ton of athing to which all the 
Yorld aſpire: 'Fowns ar: often beſieged 
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lo long, and Attacqued in ſo many places, 
that at laſt they ſurrender. Handſom wo-+ 
men the more they Conquer, have fo ma: 
ny more Befiegers ; they are more in dan- 
ger, they are expoſed to more Attacques, 


and in more places. No fſinall meaſure of 


Courage and Prudence is ſufficient toguard 


this Cittadel that has ſo many Aſſailants. 


Theſe all the while they cail themſelve; 
Captives, ſtudy ro make reprizals : They 
bring ſeeming Triumphs, to give ſolid Dit- 
graces, Thus you ought Yo perſwade tholz 
under -your care, that nothing i5 more ha- 
zardous, or more deceitful than folitary 
Beauty. Aflure them that it deceives more? 
the perſon who poſſeſſes it, than thois who 
are dazled with it, that it diſturbs , that it 
inebriates the Soul, that one may be a more 
dottiſh Idolater of hzr own perſon, than the 
moit paſſionate Lovers can be of the per- 
jons whom they Adore: There is but a ve- 
ry little number of years between a Beau- 
titul Woman, and her that is not. Peauty 
cant be hurylif it ſerve atleaſt to Marry 
a Daughter advantagiouſly. But how will 
it ſerve tothis, unleſs it be upheld by Me- 
rit and Vertue; ſhe can expect no other 
than a young Fop for her Husband with 
whom ſhe will be certain to be unhappy : 


If her Wiſdom and Modeſty make her not 
ſeek 


— 
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ſeek for one among men of regular 'Tem- 
pers, and ſuch as are ſenſible of folid quali- 
tices Mak? them likewiſe obſerve that per- 
ſons who receive all their Glory from their 
Beauty become preſently ridiculous, that 
they arrive without perceiving itat an Age 
wherein their Beauty tades, and that they 
are {till Charmed with themſelves tho” the 
World is ſo far from being ſo, that it is dit- 
ouſted at them. Thar laſtly, it is as unrea- 
ſnable to rely merely upon Peauty as with 
the Barbarous and ſavage Nations to place 
all Merit in the ſtrength of Pody. 

From Peauty we come nex: to Drefling. 
The true Graces depend not on a vain and 
an affected Dreſs. Iris true none are to be 
blamed for ſeeking Neatneſs, proportion 
and decency in the Habits nece:iary tor cor 
vering their Podies. But after all,theſe Stuffs 
which cover us, and which may be made 
both convenient, and handſomi? can ne- 
ver be Ornaments that - give a true Beau 
tY. 

| I would have you too, ſhew young Girls 
the Noble ſimplicity which appears in the 
Satues, and in the other Figures which re- 
main of the Greek and Roman Women where 
they would {ce how Hair negligently ty'd 
behind, and draperies full, and careleſiy 
hanging are agreeable and Majcitick. it 
wou!l 1 
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would be well alfo, if they heard Painters 
ipzak, and others who have this cxquilitz 
reliſh of Antiquity: And tho amongſt usthis 
advice may ſeem to be uſcleſs,who have very 
little of that part of the Old Rowan Great- 
neſs preſerved here ; yet there are ſo many 
and fo Excellent Prints to be found, that one 
may form as true an Idea of that piece of 
Majelty which is ſo viſibly to be ſeen inthelc 
Noble Remains of Antiquity, as it we lived 
in Rome it {clf. ; 

Were theirSouls but never fo lictle elevated 
above the Prejudice of faſhions, they would 
preſently have a great contempt for their 
Curlings, which are fo remote from their 
Natural Hair, and for Habits of too faſhio- 
nable a Figure, I am ſatisfied that it 1s not 
at all to be deſired that they thould take an 
Antic outſide, it would Le an extravagant 
1:11ng to delire it, but yet they might with: 
our any ſingularity take the reli of this 
ſimplicity in habits which is ſo Noble, 16 
Gracious, and belides fo proper for Chriſti: 
an Manners. Thus conforming themielves 
to the preſent cuſtom they would under: 
ſtand at leaſt what they ought to think of 
this cuſtom. "They would hereby Learn to 
fatish2 the Mode, as troubleſome Slavery, 
and they would only allow toit what they 
could not retuſe. 

Make 
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Make them to mark often and betimes that 
Vanity and:Lightnels of Spirit which cauſes 
the inconſtancy of Modes. It is a thing 
hardly to be underſtood tor Example, why 
they Cover the Head with I know not how 
many Hoods heaped upon one another ;the 
true Graces alwaies follow never torture 
Nature. 

But the Mode deſtroys it ſelf, it aims al- 
waics at what is pertect, and never finds it; 
at leaſt it will not ſtop thefe , it would be 
reaſonable if it changed, only that ir mighe 
change no more aiter having tound perfecti- 
on both for Convenience and Comlineſ: 
But to change for the ſake of changing, is 
i: nor to fezk rather inconltancy and irre- 
vularity, than true Neatneis and Decorum: 
Commonly there is nothing but fancy and 
Caprice in the ! Mad - the Women claim 
the r.ght of deciding them, there are non: 
but tho le whom one will believe concern: 
ing tham. Tius Women of the molt fickle 
Trbbas and who withal have the leaſt 
Underſtanding, draw others after them , 
the Y either chooſe, nor giveoverany thing 
by Rule, it is ſuiictent that a thing well in- 
vented has continued a good w hile Ala- 
mode to make 1t that it ought not to be to 
any longer, and that another never fo ridi- 
culous with the Title of Novelty ihall take 
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its place, and be admired. Afﬀeer having 
laid this ground, ſhew them the Rules of 
Chriſtian Modeſty ; we Learn you muſt 
ſay, by our Holy Religion that Man is born 
in the Corruption of Sin, his Body being 
vexed with a contagious Dileaſe, is an in- 
exhauſtible ſpring of Temptation to his 
Soul. TFeſus Chzilt Teaches us to place 
all our Virtue in the Fear and ditfdence of 
our ſelves, would you, you may fay, hazard 
your own Soul, and that of your Neigh- 
bour for a fooliſh Vanity ? Be afraid there- 
fore of the Nakedneſs of the Neck, and all 
other immodeſties, tho' theſe Faults ſhould 
be committed without any ill paftion, it is 
at leaſt a Vanity, that is, an immoderate 
deſire of pleaſing. Will this Vanity juſtifie 
before God and Man fo raſh and fo conta- 
gious a behaviour ? Agrees this blind deſire 
of pleaſing to a Chriſtian Soul, which 
ought to look upon whatever diverts us from 
the Love of thz Creatour, and from the 
contempt of Creatures as Idolatry : Burt 
when one ſeeks to pleaſe what is there pre- 
#ehded ? is it not to excite the pailions of 
Men? One has the Government of them 
fo keep them from going too i." ; ought not 
theretore all the efte&s to bc ied unto 
{uch, and do they not alwaies excced roo 
far if they be but a little kindled ? You pre- 
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pare a ſubtil and a deadly Poiſon,you pour 
it upon all the Spectators, and you believe 
your ſelf innocent. Add the Examples of 
thoſe perſons whom their Modeſty has ren- 
dered commendable, and of thoſe whom 
their immodeſty has injured : But eſpecially 
permit not any thing inthe outſide of your 
Daughters which exceeds thc1: Condition. 
Severely reprehend all their fancics : Shew 
them to whatdanger they are expoſed, and 
how they make themſelves deſpiſed by wiſe 
perſons by forgetting themſelves. 

That which remains to be done is to 
teach your Daughters to beware of the re- 
putation of being witty z if you take not care 
hereof when they have any vivacity, they 
will be intriguing, they will be willing to 
ſpeak of every thing, and criticizing upon 
things which ate not propurtionable to their 
Capacity, they aftect to bs troubleſome by 
their Niceneſs : A Maid ought not to ſpeakin 
publick but for neceſſity ; with an Air of 
doubt and deference, jhe ought not like- 
wiſe to ſpeak of things, waich are above 
the common reach of Young Women, the! 
ſhe her ſelf be inſtructed in them, though 
ſhe have as much Memory as ſhe deſires, as 
much Vivacity, as many pleaſant turns, as 
much eaſinefs of ſpeaking; all thele quali- 
ties will be common to I::r, with a great 
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Number of other Women of very little ſen 
and very contemptible ; but the mult have 
an exact and a regular behaviour, an even 
and orderly Temper, that ſhe may know 
how to hold her peace, and to manag?: e- 
very thing which comes in her way : this 
ſo rare a qualicy will diſtinguiſh her from 
the reſt of her Sex. As for Delicacy and 
Aﬀectation of a Critical Taſte of things, 
it muſt be expreſt by ſhewing them that the 
good reliſh conſiſts in accommodating our 
ſelves to affairs according as they are ulc 
ful. 

Nothing is eſtiniable but good Senſe and 
; Virtue, both of which make diſguſt and 
Giflixe to be regarded not as laudable De- 
licacies, but as weakneiles of a Dileaſed | 
Conſtitution. 

Seeing we muſt live with dull people, and 
in buſineſſes which are not delicious. Rex} 
ſon which is the only good Delicacy conliti:|* 
in being groſs with thoſe who are fo. 4 | 
Temper which relliſhes Neatnefſs,but hea 

T 
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knows how to raiſe it felf above it, when 
there is need to berake ones ſelf ro more 10- 
lid matters is infinitely ſuperiour to thoſe 
fine Women who make every thing unealt 
ro theinſelyes by their viltaſt:, 
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{:q}Ponourabiy, anc 1 ſometimes with Farming 4 
and with Receiving the Ei iTatos 7s. 
nd} The Knowledge of W: Men, lite that £48 
ex Men oight to ve hmiced with Relation | 
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What a diſcerning Judgment 1 1s TNCTC 1:0» 

flaty for her to underitand the Natuiz 

ad the Genius of Every one of her Chil 
dren, to find the Manner of behaving hr 
ſelf with them that is moſt proper to 1 
yer their Humour, their Propenſion, th n 

a [ en, thereby to Prev cnc ri! ng Pao : 
= inſtill into - 4awk, co0d Maxims, and t 
cure their Errours? What Prudence ought 
ſhe to have to acquire and preſerve Auiho 
rity over thl m, without lofi ing Friendihiy 
and Confidence ? But has ihe not nee too 
of obſerving, and knowing thorowly the 
perſons whom ſhe pla "ab, out chem 
Without doubt a Mother = a Family oug! 
therefore to be fully Inftructed 1n Religion, 
and to . have an Uunderſtanding which i 
Ripe, Stayed, Induſtrious and Exoericncel 
tor Government. 

Can it b2doubtec ag omen are char 
ged with all theſe 's, {ezing th wy Nara 
rally fall upon them, evea during the Lit 
of their Husbands, wito are bullied abroad 
They relate ro them till more n -arly = 
they become Widows ; and ſom? thin St. 
Paul fo fixes their Salvation in general, to 
ts Education of their Children, as to at 
{ure them that it is by that they {hall be {a 
Ve 

I explain not here all that which V'o 
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men ought to know for the Education of 
their Children, becaule this hint will be fut- 
ficient to make them perceive the Extent oi 
that knowledge which they ought to have. 

To this Government joyn Houle keeping : 
The moit part of Women neglect it as a 
mean Employment, which is fit only tor 
Peaſants or Farmers, cr at beſt for an inn- 
keeper, or ſome Woman of charge ; cipe- 
cially the Women bred up in Softneſs, A- 
bundance and Lazineſs, are unconcerned 
and diſdainful of all that falls uncer that 
lame. They put no great difterence he- 
tween a Country working Lite, and that 
of the wild Indians in New-Eng!and. It you 
ſp2ak to them of the Price ot Corn, of che 
Tilling of Lands, of the ditic:e:t Natures 
of Eſtates, of the raiſing of Rents, and oi 
other Rights of Lordſhip, of the beſt man- 
ner of making Farms, or ſetling of Re- 
ce:veis, they believe you intend to reduce 
them co Employm:rts unworthy of them. 


Ie is yet o::ly ihrough Tpnorauce that 
this Art of Houſe keeping and Governing 
of Families is deſpiſed. Th Oid Greeks 
and Romans who were lo skiltul, and fo re- 
hned Inftruced themiclves in it with great 
| care : The greateſt Men amongſt them 
made upon their own Experiences in this 
Art, Books which we have ſtill, and where: 
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in they have not ortted to handl2 eve 
particular of Agriculty'e. It is known hai 
their Conquerours Gifdaincd not to till t 
Ground ; and to return to the Plouzh, g 
ing off trom Triumph. This is fo ditfernf 
from our Manners, as it would not wy 
lteved, were there but in Hiſtory any pr; 
tence to douht of it, But is it not mor 
natural than to think on defending, or e 
larging ones Country, to culciv ate ir PCac! 
ably ; to what ſerves V; ictory, unleſs to 8; 
ther the Fraits of Peace. After all, folid! 
of Underſtanding wan FY 11 endeavour 
to be exattly Inſtructed abut the Mann: 
wherewith thoſ2 things are don2, waichar 
the Foundations of Hamane Lit: T's 
greacelt Aﬀtairs rarn upon this Ti 
Streng:h and the Falicity of a State confil 
not 1n having a gr ear many Provinces bal 
ly cultivated ; but in drawing trom the Lan 
which is poit: fied whatever is ne2dful © 
warcl the eaſte maintaining ot a Numer: 
People. | 
There is neceſſary doubtleſs a Gen 
much more Elevated, and more Extence 
to be inſtructed in all the Arts which har 
reſpet to Houſe-keeping, and to be in 
Condition of ordering 2 whole Famil 
which is a Ittle Republick well : Then t 


play, to Difcourle upon the Faſhions, an 
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be taken up with the Jictle Graces of 
converſation. It is a very contemptible 
1"Srt of Temper to aim at nothing beyon\l 
 Uihzaking well; there are generally ſeen Wo- 
9-n whoſe Converſation is fill of folid 
faxims, and who ior want of having ap- 
Wicd themſelves and been ſerious betimes, 
ve nothing but what is trivolous 1a their 
chaviours 

But take heed of the oppoſite Fault. Wor 
*XFhen run a riſque of being extream in eve- 
P ching ; it is good to accuſtom them from 
cr Cluldhood to Govern tfomething , tO 
& Accounts, to fee the manner 6f the 
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Joll n tO Ava TiCC 3 {now them ai UCUIATIY all 
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17 rad. tate heed, Avarice gains 
ta Frele, and diſhonours a g:car deal ; 
zextonable Perion ought not to 1e2k any 
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Freat gain to know how to loſe when it i; 
fit; it is good Order, and not fordid fa. 
ring which bring in the great Profit : Ia 
not to repreſent the grois miſtakes of {ich 
Women,who are intent upon ſaving an Inc! 
of Candle, while they ſuffer themſelves t 
be cheated by a Steward in tih2 main 9 
their Eſtate : Do for Neatnels as you do ty 
Houſe-keeping : Accuſtom them not to ft 
ter any thing that is naity or miſplacerl, by 
that they mark the leaſt diſorder in af 
Houſe : Make them alſo to obſerve that n: 
thing contributes more to Houle ke2ping 
and to Neatnelſs than to keep conſtantly ; 


very thing in its place. "This Rule anpean 
almoſt nothing, yet it goes very tar it exact 


ly kept. Have you need of any TINg,! 


15 no trouble, or diſpute, or contufton whe 

there is need of it ; you preſently put you 

hand upon it, and when you have do: 
with it, you immediately part it again in 
Its place whence you took it. Gond Ort 
15 one of the greateſt parts of Neatneliſ 
nothins more pleats the Eyes, tha: 
this lo exact Giipotition. Belites tl 
VIICh 1s given to cach thing, being tio 

wiich moſt agrees to it, not only {ſn 
handfomnets and the pleature of ol:e Eys 
but allo for it: plpiervation , ic is uſed | 
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t if domer than it would be otherwiie, is not 
Ma4io ordinarily ſpoiled by any ide >nt, It is 
a neatly kept. 'To theſe Advantages add that 
cho raking away by this Habit trom Servants 
1chlthat ot Idlene and Confuſion. It is more 
s toithan a little to render their Service quick 
1 offland ealie, and to take away from our klres 
»fgſebe Temptation of turning impatient often 
fy the letts, which come from the things 
bwhich are ſo miſplaced as to be hardly 
ound. But at hole 8 time avoid the ex» 
els of Finery an 1d Neatnel . Neatneſs when 
It is. moderated is a Vertue, bit when one 
ollows hercin too muci on2s own Humour, 
peanſit is turned into littlenels of Spirit: A Juit un- 
erltanding rejects excefſlive Delicacy. It 
- v0Wreats licrlz macters, as little: and 15 not art 
ehothll hurt with hem: [angh rn-retore before 
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Temper to be voluntarily Groſs, than i, 
be delicate about matters of ſo ſmall i Impor- 
tance; This evil Delicacy, if it ke nor re- 
preſſed in Women who have Wit, it is {till 
more dangerous in Company, than for al 
the reſt : Almoſt all _ will be to them 
inſip:d or troubleſome. "The leaſt defect of 
Policeneſs appears tw them a Monfie: 
They are alwaies {cornful and naulcaring 
You muft make them underſtand betim 
that there 1s nothing fo injudicious as © 
judge ſuperficially ot a Perſon by his Man: 
ners, inſtead of thorowly examining be 
Soul, his Notions - thin 25, and his ufefu] 
Qualitics: Make them ſee by ſeveral Inſtan 
ces, that a Country-Man of a grofs, or ii 
you w j1l have it, of a rid! culous Air, with 
his unſeafonable Compiemet Ss, 1t he hav 
a good Heart and a reguiar Underitandiryh 
is more to be Eſtcemec| than a Courtier, 
who under aa accomplitht Politenets hid] ; 
an Ungi rateful, unjuſt Heart , and which iff , 
, 


Capable of all _ of difimulations and 
baſenefſſes. Acd that there is _ weak: 
neis in the perlons who have a great prof . 
penſion to LDillike and Naufcaring. 4:7] | 
are not any has Converiar.on is fo bal ; 
that fomerhing of Good may not by dt awil 1 
trom them : ti01ever We Ou?! it to CIO 
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have wherewith to comfort our felyes, it 
we be reduced to it, fincs we may ſpeak 
to them about what they know, and inge- 
nious perſons may alwaies draw ſome [n- 
ſtructions from thoſe of an indifferent Un- 
derſtanding. Bur let us return to the things 
wherein a young Woman is to be Inftruct- 
©d. 


CHAP. AIL 


A Continuation of the Duties of 
tcung Women. 


T Here is an Art in being ſzrved which 
15 not ſmall: There muſt be Servants 
choſen who have Honeſty and Religion. 
The Dutics particular to their Places are to 
2 underitood ; as likewile the tme and 
the pains that mult be allowed for each 
thing; the manner of doing it well ; and 
the Expence which it neccHlarily requires. 
You will untcafonably, for inſtance, chide 
a dervant, it you would have him ſooner eft- 
fect any thing then it is poſſible, or if you 
know not pretty near the Price of all the 
Ingredients which are neceilary for that 
which you would have him to make ; fo 
that you are in danger,cither of being _ 
Cc 
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ed by,or a Plague to your Domeſtiques,if you 
have not ſome inſight into their employ- 
ments. 

It is ncedful likewiſe to be able to under- 
ſtand their Humours, to manage their 
Tempers, and Chriſtianly to order this lit- 
tle Republick , which is commonly very 
tumultuous. There 1s tor this doubtles; 
need of Authority : For the leſs Reaſonable 
perſons are, it is more neediul that they 
ſhould be reſtrained by Fear 3 but as they 
are Chriſtians, who are your Brethren in 
Teſus Chtilt, and whom you ought to re- 
ipe& as his Members, you are obliged not 
to make uſe of Authority, but when per 
fwaſion fails of its End. 

Strive therefore to make your ſelf belo- 
ved by your Family wicthour any baſe fami- 
liarities: Enter noc into Converſation with 
them ; but alſo be not afraid of ſpeaking 
to them pretty often with Afﬀection, and 
withot havghtinels concerning their own 
wants. And that they may be aflured to 
find in you Counſel and Compatlton, do 
not uſe ſharp Reprehenfions to them for 
cicir failings, neicher appear ſurprized, or 
diſcouraged at them, as long as you have 
hopes that they will not be incorrighl- : 
Make them to underſtand Reaſon gent: 
ly ; Bear wich them now and then Ree 
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their Service, that ſo in cold Blood you may 
be able to convince them, that your ſpeak 
tothem not out of pettiſhnels or impatience, 
that you doit not fo much for your ſervics 
as for their intereſt, Ir will not be caſte to 
accuſtom young Perſons of Quality to this 
gentle and charitable Behaviour : For im- 
patience and heat of youth joyned with 
the falſe Idea which is given them of their 
Birth, makes them reſpect Servants almoſt 
like Horſes ; they believe themſelves of an- 
other Nature than Footmen, they ſuppoſe 
them made for the convenience of their 
Maſters; nor can the Lady think her felf 
of the ſame Mold wich her Women, Shew 
them how very contrary theſe Maxims are 
both to Modeſty toward our ſelves, and to 
Humanity toward our Neighbours. Make 
them to underſtand, that Men are not made 
to be waited upon ; that it is a brutiſh Er- 
rour to believe that there are ſome born to 
flatter the Sloth and the Pride of others ; 
that Services being ſet up againlt the Natu- 
ral Equality of Men, they muſt be {weeten- 
ed as much as is pollible, that Maſters and 
Miitretizs, who are betcer Educated than 
their Servants, being themſelves full of 
taults, 1t mult not be expcctcd that Servants 
jhould have none, who have wanted Inſtru- 
&ions and good _—_— and laltly, that 
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if Servants be ſpoiled in ſerving ill , that 
which is commonly called ſerving well,doth 
more ſpoil the Matter, or the Miſtreſs : For 
this eaſineſs of being ſatisfied inevery thing, 
doth but weaken the Soul, doth but render 
It eager and paſſionate for the leaſt conveni- 
'ences, 1o as to give it up at laſt to its deltres. 

For this Domeſtick Government nothing 
is better than to uſe your Daughters betimes 
toit; give them ſomething to order them- 
{elves upon condition, that they ſhall give 
you an Account. - This Confidence will 
Charm them; for youth feels an incredible 
Pleaſure, when they are truſted at firſt, and 
admitted into any ſerious bulinels. There 
is a Remarkable inſtance of this in Queen 
Margaret : This Princeſs relates in her Me- 
moirs, that the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure that 
ſhe ever had in her Life, was to ſee the 
Queen her Mother begin to ſpeak to her 
while ſhe was yet very young, as to a ſtaid 
perſon : See felt her ſelf tranſported with 
the joy of being admitted into the Conh:- 
dence of the Queen, and oi her Brother the 
Duke of Anjou,and of beingmade acquainted 
withthe ſecrets of State,when ſhe had known 
hitherto nothing more than Childrens play, 
You muſt ſuffer a young Woman to comniit 
ſome Faults in ſuchEſſays ; you muit Sac-ilice 


ſomething to her Inſtruction. Make her 
tO 


to obſerve calmly what ought to have been 
done, or 1aid, that fo ſhe might have a- 
voided the inconveniences whereinto ſhe 
tell : Give her an Account of your patt ob- 
ſervations, and be not at all atraid of tel- 
ling her of Faults like to hers which you 
committed in your youth : Hereby you will 
inſtill Confidence into her, without which 
Education is turned into a heap of torment= 
ing formalities» 

Teach vour Daughters to Read and to 
Write correctly, It isſhameful, but ordina- 
ry to fee Women who have Wit and Polite- 
neſs not tobe able to pronounce well what 
they read; they either heſitate, orelſe chant 
in reading ; whereas they ought to pro- 
nounce with a plain and natural Tone, 
which is alſo firm and uniform. They are {till 
more grofly deficient in Orthography, orin 
ſpelling right, and the manner of forming or 
connecting Letters in Writing : Ar lea!t ac» 
cuſtom them to make their Lines ſtrait, and 
to have their Character neat and legible. It 
would alſo be requitite tor your aughters 
to under:tand the Grammar of cn2:r Native 
Language ; by which it 15 not meant that 
they ſhould be taught by Rule, as Scholars 
learn Latine: Ut: them only wicliour Aﬀe- 
&ation nat to tak one Tenſe for anorher, 
to exprich themſelves in the proper Terms, 
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ro explain clearly their thoughts, wich or- 
der, and after a fhort and preciſe manner ; 
you will put them into a Method, by 
which they may teach their own Children 
afterwards to ſpeak well, without any ſtudy. 
It is well known that in Old Rome, Serapronta 
the Mother of the'Gracch contributed very 
much tothe forming the Eloquence of her 
Sons, whojbecame afterwards ſo great Men. 

They ought alio to underſtand the four 
firſt great Rules of Arithmetick 5 you may 
make good uſe of them in teaching them 
thereby to keep your Accounts. This is a 
very troubleſome Employment to a great 
many, but a Habit from their Childhood 
joyned with the eaſineſs of keeping readily 
by the help of Rules all forts of Accounts 
though never ſo intricate, will very much 
diminiſh this diſlike, It is ſufficiently known 
how much the exa&neſs of Accounts con- 
duceth to the good order in Families. 

It would be well alfo if they knew fome- 
what of the principal Rulcs of juſtice; as 
for inſtance, the difference that there is be- 
tween a Teſtament and a Donation, what 
a Contract is, a Subſtitution, a Partition of 
Coheirs, and the principal Rules of the 
Laws, and of Cuſtoms of the Country 
where they live, which render theſe Acts 
valid ; what it is to have a propriety in a- 
ny 
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ny thing, and what it fs to be in Commer z 
what Goods are accounted Moveable, and 
what fixt; what the Perſonal and the Rea, 
Eſtate is : If they Marry, hereupon will 
turn all their chief Aﬀeairs. 

Bur at the fame time ſhew them how un- 
capable they are of- diving into the difiicul- 
ties of I aw, that the Law it felt by the 
weakneſs of the capaciiies of Micn, is full 
of obſcuritics and doubtful Rules, how it 
varies; that all that depenc's on a Jury, 1=t 
it be never ſoclear in it f2lf, may becore 
uncertain after they have given in their Ver- 
dict. That the delays of the beſt Cauies 
are often ruinous and inſupportable. Which 
Conſiderations will be ot uſe to hinder Wo- 
men from being greedy of going to Law , 
and of giving themſelves bV'ndly up to fucl 
Counſellors as are Enemics to all Accom- 
modations, when they arc Vidows, or 0s 
therwiſe Miſtreiles of their Eſtate. They 
ought to hear their Lawyers, but not to 
deliver themſelves over to them. Jt is ne- 
ceſlary for them to be Uiſtruſttul,in the cau- 
ſes which theſe Men would have them un- 
dertake ; they ought to conſult diicreet and 
experienced Men, ich as are moſt atten- 
tive to the Advantages of an Accommoca- 
tion; and laſtly co be perſwaded that the 
chiet Prudence in Cauſes, is to foreſee the 
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iNCconveniences, and to avoid them. 

Gentlewomen of Quality and of Eſtates 
have need to be inſtructed in the Duties of 
the Lords in their Mannours. Tell them 
therefore what may bedone for hindring A- 
buſes, Violences, Wranglings, and Tricks, 
which are fo ordinary in the Country. A&d 
to this the means of {etting up little Schools, 
for the comfort of the poor and Sick. Shew 
them allo the Trade or Manufacture, which 
may be brought into ſome Countries to en: 
rich them ; but eſpecially how there may 
be procured to the people thereby opportu- 
nitizs of a ſolid inſtruction and Chriſtian 
Polity. All which would require too large 
a Diſcourſe to be here inſiſted upon. 

After thefe Inſtructions which are to hold 
th: firſt Rank, I beFeveit would not Ee uſe- 
leis to ailow young Women according to 
their leifure,and their capacity, the reading 
of profane Authors that have nothing dan- 
gerous for the Paſſions. This likewiſe is the 
means to give them a diſtaſte cf moſt Come- 
dies and Romances : Give them therefore 
the Greek and Roman Hiſtories, they will 
ſee in them wondertul inſtances of Courage, 
and a too great contempt of the r own ac 
vantage, when publick concerrs itood in the 
ballance. Tet them not he ignorant of the 
Hiſtory of Ergland,which hath allo {o gical 
Initances 


Toung Gentlewomen. I53 


inſtances of brave Actions, that nothing in 
the Old World fo much cryed up by all 
Mankind, will be found to exceed thoſe il- 
luſtrious Patterns which have been ſet by 
their own Nation, and perſons oftheir own 
Sex. You may joyn alſo thoſe of Neighbour 
Countries,and the relations of remote Parts, 
which are judiciouſly written. All which 
will ferve to cnlarge their Souls, and to ele- 
vat2 them to great and Noblethoughts,provi- 
ded that Vanity and Aﬀectation be avoided. 

Bur Vanity is not fo to be avoided by 
them, as to believe themſelves uncapable, or 
thisuleleſs. Reading is neceflary for all Gen- 
tlewomen, whatever meaſure of under{tand- 
ing they may have; it adds a great Luſtre 
to thoſe that have Eminent Parts, and takes 
off a great deal of the imperte<tion of thoſe 
who have but indifferent : It renderstheſe 
ſupportable, the other admirable : It ſhews 
nany things which Reaſon alone could ne- 
ver diſcover : It makes us have more folidity 
in our Thoughts, and more Swcetnels in 
our Diſcorrt:s :; Laſtly, it ftiniſheth that 
which Nature doth but begin. I would 
have you efp=cially ſhew them the folly of 
thoſe who think good Wits may appear 
without Stuuy, as good Faces without Or- 
nam:nt. For onthe contrary you mult tell 
them that Stomaciis which have the greateſt 


tH 5 tleat, 


TX ? = 
—_— TIES 


of = 
SB 


. % - " $>&- & 
es rac He +2442. 


— # S 4 a = > - %— 
$4 ma vm. 4-5. <a 


- n—O—_—  - 
LE 


154. The Education of 


Heat,have the moſt need of Aliment ;for that 
maintaining that is an cxact faculty of dige- 
ſtion; which demonſtrates the healthfulneſ; 
of its Conſtitution. That thoſe whoſe parts 
diſtinguiſh them from others the moſt ſeni- 
bly, have {till the moſt nced of Reading to 
acquire Politeneſs, and help their inventi- 
ons, and eſpecially to temper that hear, 
which can never be lucky, but by chance, 
when it is alone. By this is learnt what is 
moſt Excellent for the practiſing the Rule: 
of Converſation, and for the preventing 0: 
miſtakes in that kind. Reading and Coir 
verſation both together are abſolutely neccl- 
{ary to make a 1ound underſtanding, and 
an agreeable Temper : The one affords 
matrer for our Diſcourſe, the other - gives a 
Method for the explaining it. Hiſtories as 
they bring the greate!t ſtock, fo is there no 
Gifhculry to underſtand them: Moſt of the 
other parts of Learning have their Terms , 
which are notcafily i:rcliigible. Yet it 15 a 
very extravagant 0pii..0nto think that Rea- 
ſon ſpeaks not all Languages, and that any 
part cf Learning, may nur be expreſled as 
wellin Enpl:ſk,3s in Greck and Latine, What 
zecd is there of 2fti:ling obſcurity in our 
Diſcourſes, or in cur V/ritings ; as if cleai- 
neſs rendered Learning lels venerable, or 
Darkneſs added any thing to their Orna- 

ment 
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ment and I uſtre, or the forceof Reaſon was 
inſeparable from the roughn-<1s of "Terms ? 
It diminiſhes in my opinion no more their 
price, to tear the Veil which hides them 
than it doth the value-of Gold to draw it 
out of the bowels of the Earth, to have it 
refined and uſed in Commerce. 

Tho Natural Philoſophy ſzems not to be 
adapted to the underftancding of Women, or 
at leaſt not to fall within the Bounds of what 
concerns their Duty,yet Moral Philofophy 1s 
upon both Accounts to be ſtudied by them. 
There are three Sciences of the greateſt in- 
portance to itiumane Narure, Phyſick, Law, 
and Morality ; for Heakh, Commerce, and 
Mianne.s. For the Study of the two former 
there are Schools Erected ; the laſt 1s al- 
mcſt univerfaliy neglucted. Yer it people 
ved 2ccording to its Rules,the others would 
be ne:ulvis:1t the Laws of Temperance and 
right Reaſon were tollowed, there would 
10t be that Ccompiaint as there is, cither of 
the bitterneſs of Potions,or of the Charges of 
Law-ſuits, There would be fewer Diſeaſes, 
ang fewer peop!e ruined in tjicir Eſtates» 
This Art knows how to Cure, and to Com- 
mand : Ir has Laws and Remedies ; it has 
Puniſhments and Rewards. Itthe other parts 
of Philoſophy give a Mouthro Reaion, this 
gives not that only, but Hands toc. it isthe 
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true School of Wiſdom: Ir was the ole ſtu- 
dy of the Ancient Philoſophers. There was 
but one of the Sever who bore the Title of 
wiſe, who ever regarded any thing but the 
Philoſophy of Manners. Women,who in their 
Childhood have laid a good Foundation, 
will be able with a great deal of {acisfaRion 
and delight, to read Diſcourſes upon the $9- 
weraign Geod, upon the Principles of Humane 
Attions, upon the Natures and Springs of Ver- 
res and Vice, upon the Paſſions > upon 
Laws Naturs!, Divine,and Humane. 
Languagcsare 2xt to ke conſidered. It 
15 commonly believ2d 1 n France that a Gen- 
tewoman that would be well bred, muit 
Learn Talianand Spaniſh ; and withus French 
at leaſt. Put the ul that 1s 32 ade herecf, is 
gencrally to read dangerous Þ Pooks, at 1d ſuch 
as are capabls of encreaſing the Faults of 
Vomcn. There is often viore loſt tnan gain'd 
312 tis $t tudy 3 - preat caution therefore ought 
tO be, to purg 00d Books into their Han!s , 
lome think it wou!dnot be untcafonable for 
nem to Iearn Lat: ine, thole who icek aiter 
the Beauties of Diſcourſe will fir d the oor 'C- 
1 much mere pert: t, and rmore {oiid th 
11 the others, wherein a lp ort of Witand Vi- 
vyacicy of Imagination chiefly Ruies.But chen 
I would have none but thoſs, who are of a 
firm judgmer:t and of modeit behaviour to 
Learn 
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learn itzwho might beable to take this ſtudy 
only for what it is worth,might renounce vain 
curiolity,conceal that which they know,and 
ſeek nothing but their own improvement. 

I would likewiſe allow them, but with 
great choice the reading of Works of Elo- 
quence and Poetry, if 1 faw they had any 
relliſh for them, and that their Judgment 
was ſolid enough to be contin within the 
true uſe of theſe matters: Burt I ſhould be 
afraid of confounding quick Imaginations 
too much, and I would have a ſtrict Sobri- 
ety go throughout every thing. Every thing 
that gives a ſenſe of Love ; the more it is 
poliſhed and wrapt up, the more dangerous 
It appears tO MC. 

tAnſici :nd Painting have need of the 
like Cauc uns; alltheſe Arts are very much 
ot a kizu 4; they all require a quick and 
wori.ing fancy, and much the tains relliſh. 
As 1or Mulick it 15 well known,that the An: 
cients believed nothing to be more pernicis 
ous to a well regulated State, thinito ſuffer 
an ciien.naae Melody to be i{iirowvuced in 
tO it, It enerrates Nen, ati: renders their 
Soul; {ol and voluptuous. Loingiiihing ang 
palliorate Tones are only plcatant, becauſe 
the Soul gives her ſelf up to th? TChaims of 
thz Senſes fo far as to be wearicd with her 
ſelf : Whcictore at Srariz the Magiltrates 
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broke all the Inſtruments of Muſick whoſe 
Harmony was too delicious : And this was 
one of their important Policies. Plato in like 
manner ſeverely reje&s all the ſofter Airs of 
the Afiatick Muſick; with much greater Rea- 
fon the Chriſtians, who ought never to ſeck 
pleaſure for plcaſures fake, ought to haye an 
averſion for theſe poiſoned Allurements. 
Poetry and Muſick, it we retrench from 
them whatever tends nct to the true end,may 
be very uſefully employed to excite in rhz 
Soul quick and ſublime Notions of Vertue, 
How many Poetical Works have we of 
Scripture,which according to all appearances, 
were ſung by the Hebr2ws. Songs were the 
firſt Monwmnents winigh © eterv'd more <:- 
ſtin&iy betore Writing tne Tradition of 
Divine things amoi:y Men. We have ſee 
how powertul Muſick was among the Hea- 
thens, to railc u7 their Souls above the yul- 
gar opinions of things. The Churchth« nght 
the could not better comto, © her Chiidr n, 
than by ſinging the prozics of God. Theſe 
Arts therefore may nor be forſaken whici 
the Spirit of God hiniicit hath conſecrated, 
Muiick and Poetry that is Chriſtian, would 
be the greateſt of all helps to difrellifh pro- 
fane picaſures. We muſt make naft to make 
a young Woman, who is very ſenſible or 
ſuch imprefiions, perceive that there are 
Charms 
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Charms to be found in Muſick without de- 
arting from pious Subje&ts. If ſhe have a 
\ oice and Genius for the Beauties of Muſick, 
do not hope to keep her always 1n Ignorance 
of them, the prohibition will increaſe the 
paſtion,you had better give an orderly courſe 
to this Torrent,than to undertake to ſtop it. 
Painting in like manner turns either to 
g00d or Evil, it alſo is peculiarly allowed to 
Women; withour it their Works can hardly 
be well manag'd. I know they might be 
reduced to plain Labours which would not 
require any Art; butinthe deſign, whichit 
ſeemsro me that every one ought to have , 
of poſſefling the mind, and the Hards of 
Women of Qualiry,at the fame time I couid 
wiſh they wouli make {uh works, wherein 
rt and Induſtry {hold feaion the Labour 
with ſome Pieaturse. Such employments 
cannot have any true Beauty, if the knows 
lzdge of the Rulcs of drawing Uo not guide 
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things pals for tine, Lecauie they cit a great 
and Moay to thoſe who buy ther: ; their 
Luſtre Gazles thoie who fee them afar 
off, or who do not unceritand them. Wo 
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men have made hereupon Rules after their 
Mode,which whoſveyer would Ciſpute muſt 
be thought to be phantaſtical : 'They might 
nevertheleſs be undeceived by conſulting 
Painting, and hereby put themſelves into a 
Method of making with an indifferent Ex- 
pence, and great pleaſure, works of a very 
Noble Variety, and of a Beauty , which 
would be above the irregular Caprices of the 
common faſhions. 

Thev ought equally to fear and todeſpite 
Idleneſs. Let them conſider how all the 
Primitive Chriſtians, of whatever Conditi- 
on thzy were, wrought with their hands,not 
to pals away their time, butro make of La: 
bonr 2 ſerious, continued, and profitable em- 
ploy:nent. The Natural Order, the Pen- 
nance impoled on the firſt Man, and in him 
upon all his Poſterity , but above all che 
Precept, aid the Examyle of our Bleiled 
Saviour, cblige us to a laborious Lite every 
one in thi way. Tlie mind of Man nc- 
ver cealcth to act; and it you give it nat 
rood matter, it will be bujied in that which 
is ill : When it wants necellary, it ſtrives 
by all forts of ways to amule it ſelf with ute- 
lets things. This as it is the moſt dangerous, 
fo is itthe moſt ordinary Chear of the gre: 
Enemy : He takes from us the occaſions of 
employing our Time, by preſenting ways of 
lo{ing 
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lofing ir. This Idlenefſs has two conſtant 
Companions, Irreſolution and Inconſtancy. 
Women who are infected with it, no fooner 
have a deſign, but they change it : They 
lay a great many Foundations, bur they ne- 
ver finiſh the Building:They {ay nocI Cefire, 
but I could defire z; they deliberate, but 
never reſolve. Their Motion is not progref: 
ſive, but Circular: They auvance no more 
than the perſon who walks inthe Labyrinth. 
And how ſhould there be any progreſs in 
the Labours of thoſe that have no aim, and 
propoſe nothing but to ſpend the time : 
They care not what becomes of it, 1o it be 
paſt away. Some work a little, but they do 
this to divert themſelves : They overturnthe 
Order of Nature, by which they are toreſt 


alittle, that chey may work much. They 


on the contrary take much reſt that they 
may work a little. Ir is not enough to ſay 
that work is neccary to avoid wearitomneſs 
it ought to be chietly tor avoiding Sin, or 
the'Tcmprations which lead us to it. Reli- 
gion ſpeaks atter another manner. Iris true 
it forbids us not to uſe Recreation, but i: 
requires alfo that it ſhould not be loſt. God 
gives Litzto no body, to employ it uſeleſsly; 
whether he treats us as Mefcenaries, or as 
Children : He requires always that we 
ſhould work, ſeeing. he works himlſelt. =_ 
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have to animate us, both his Command, and 
his Pattern. Ir is herein that we imuate 
him as a Father, when we ſerve him as a 
Maſter. None are diſpenſed with from this 
Law, either upon the Advantages of Nature 
or of Fortune : Ladies of the firlt quality 
are not exempt from this Obligation. 

In the Education of a young Girl there 
ought to be confider'd both her Quality, the 
places where the is in all probability to pais 
her Life,and the Proſeſfion, which the is moſt 
likely to Entbracze. Take heed leaft ſhe 
conceive hopes above her Fortune, and her 
Condition. There's hardly any perion who 
have not felt the ſmart or entertaining ex- 
travagant hopes. That which migat have 
made a Man happy it he could hare reſted 
there, has nothing that is pleaſant, when he 
has once looked up to a higher State. If 
ſhe ought to live in the Country, let her be 
brought betimes to the buſineſſes which ſhe 
is likely to find there, and let her [not caſt 
the amuſements of the Town : Shew her the 
Advantages of a plain and active Life. It 
ſhe be of an indifferent condition of the 
Town, let her not ſee the perſons of the 
Court. This corre{pondence would give 
her a ridiculous and diſproportionate Air ; 
Confine her within the bounds of her condt- 
tion, and give her the perſons who have fuc- 
ceeded 
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ceeded in itthe beſt, as Patterns which ſhe 
hould imitate. Form her Mind to thoſe 
things which ſhe ought to do all her Lite : 
Teach her the Oeconomy of a Citizens 
Houſe, the Cares which ſhe muſt have for 
the Revenues of the Countty, for the Rents 
and for the Houles of the Town,that which 
reſpects the Education of Children, and in 
ſhort ail the other Occupations of affairs; 
or commerce wherein vou foreice ſhe muſt 
enter when ſhe thall be Married. 


CHAS ALL 
Of Gowerneſſer. 


| Foreſce, that this Model of Education 
may pats with a great many perſons for a 
Chimerical Projet. There muſt be, ſay 
they, a Judgment, a Patience, and ſuch A- 
bilities as are extraordinary for executing it. 
Where are the Governeſles capable of un- 
der{tanding ic, much more where are thoſe 
that can follow it £ Burt ir you conſider at- 
tentively, that when a work is undertaken 
about the beſt Education which can be given 
to Children, 1t is not enough to give imper- 
tec Rules, they ought therefore not to tare 
It ill that the moſt perfect is aimedat in this 
| diſquilition 
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diſquiſition. It is true that every one maz 
not be able to go into the practice as far az 
our thoughts go when there is nothing itops 
them upon the Paper ; but laſtly,even tho 
one Cat arrive at pertection in this Work 
It will not be uſeleſs to have known it, andtg 
be obliged to attend to it,it is the belt means 
of approaching to it ; beſides this work tup- 
poſes not an accompliſht Nature in Children, 
and a concourſe of all the mott happy Cir 
cumſtances to compoſle a pert2ct Euucat.on.fþ 
On the contrary I endeavour co give Remefp. 
dies for evil, or depraved Natures. J tup: 
poſe the ordinary diſappointments in Ecu 
cations, and I have recourſe to the f:mplze!t 
Methods for redrefling in whole or in pait 
that whereof there isnced. Ir is true, there 
will not be found in this little work, where \ 
with to make a neglected and ill guided Ef. 
ducation to ſucceed : But is this to be worſ 
dered at ? Is it not the beſt that can be wiſh Þ* 
ed, to give plain Rules whole exact practice 
makes a folid Education. I contets that 
there may be done, and is done daily tor 
Children much lefs than what I propoie, but 
alſo 'tis ſeen but too much, how youth tut: 
ers through theſe Negligences. "The wayf, 
which I repreſent however long it appears, 
is the ſhorteſt, ſeeing it leads directly whe: 
ther one would go, the other way which i 
that 
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J&hat of fear and of a ſupzrficial managing of 
cir Temper,however thort it appear, is too 
ong, for one hardly ever arrives thereby to 
he only true End of Education, which is 
toperſwade their minds, and to inſpire into 
them the ſincere love of Vere; the 
moſt Children,who are led by this way, are 
et to begin anew, when their Education 
kems to be almoſt ended, and after that 
they have paſt the firſt years of their entring 
into the World, in commuting faults often 
rreparable, it is neceſſary that Experience, 
and their owa Reflexions, make them find 
out all th2 Maxims which this wracking and 
uperficial Education was not able to infpire 
into them. Ir ought likewiſe to be obſerved 
that theſe firſt pains which I require ſhould 
be taken for Children,and which unexperien- 
ced pertons look upon as overburden- 
ſome and impracticable are free from the 
ſh: "5 WF. w =_ : 
molt tirectome unplealantneſi2s, and take a- 
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way the Obttacles which become untur- 
lat CS become unkur: 
for mountabl2 1a the atrercourte of a l-fs exact 


and a ruder Education. Latitly confider that 
for the executing this Project of Education, 
the concern is not ſo much tor doins 
tings which require a great "'Lalent, as for 
avoiding groſs faults which we hav= parcicu- 
larly mirked. It is only often adyi{ed not 
to pres Children,to be alliduous abort them 


oc 


* - 
Fang WH —24 


166 The Education 6} 


to obſerve them, to inſpire them. with cor: 
fidence, to anfwer freely, clearly, and with 
good ſenſe to the little queſtions, to permit 
their Nature to act the better ro know it, 
and to redreſs them with patience when 
they are deceived, or commit any fault : lt 
is not juſt to wiſh that a good Education 
may be under the conduct of an ill Gover: 
nels, it is doubtleſs ſufficient to give Rules 
to make it lucceed by the cares of an ordi- 
nary perſon ; it is not to require too much 
to expect of this ordinary. perſon, that 
ſhe ſhould have atleaſt a right fenſe, a tr: 
able Humour, and a true Fear of Go.| 
This Governeſs will not find in this Writing 
any thing that is ſubtle and abſtracted, even 
though ſhe ſhould not underſtand it all, ſhe 
will conceive the main, and this will 1ſuthce, 
Make her read it ſeveral times,take the pains 
of reading it with her, give her the liberty 
of ſtopping you abqut what ſhe underſtands 
not, and whereot jhe feels not her 1elf per: 
{waded, afterward put her to the practice, 
and accordingly as you ſee her loſe the 
view in ſpzaking to a Child of the Rules in 
this Writing which ihe agreed to follow ; 
make her in private gently to Remark tt, 
This Application will be ar firit paintul to 
you, but if you are the Father or Mother of 
the Child, it is your eflential Duty ; beſides 
1 OB 
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you will not long have great difficulucs here- 
upon;for this Governefs, if the have Senle and 
Will, will learn more of it in a Month, by 
her practice and by your advice,than by long 
Reaſonings ; preſently ſhe will go of her 
ſelf ift the ſtrait Road, You will have alſo 
this advantage for your eaſe , that ine will 
find in this little work the principal Dilcours 
ſes which ſhe ought to make to Children up- 
on the moſt. important Maxims already 
made; fo that ſhe'll have littl2 more to do 
than to follow them. Thus the ll have be- 


fore her Eyes a Colle&tion of the Converſa- 


tion which ſhe ought to have wi:hthe Child 
about the Matters which are the moit diffi- 
cult to be under{tood. Ir isa kind of practi- 
cable Education which will lea! her as it 
were by the hand. It muſt yet be acknow- 
ledged thatſuch perſons of an orilina:y Ta- 
lent, to whom I confine my ſelf a:e net com 
mon. But lalily it is needtiul co have ay In- 
trument proper for Educati:n, tor the 

plaineſt things are not always {hone of them- 
ſelves, and they are done always il by pers 
lons of porver{c 'Cempers. "Fiieretore you 
may choo!e cicher in your Faniily, or with 
your Friends fome Woman v. 1:01 you be: 
lieve capable of being ilormcd ; enucavour 
betimes to form her tor this employment , 
and keep her tomerime ncar you co tiy her, 
betcre 
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before you truſt to her ſo precious a thing, 
Five or Six Governeſles formed after this 
manner, would be capable of torming pre: 
{ently a great Number of others. There 
would be perhaps ſome diſappointnyent in 
ſeveral of them; but of this great Number 
there would be always enough to make a* 
mends, and we ſhould not be put tothat cx- 
tream perplexity as we generally are now 4 
days. 

But tho' the difficulty of finding Gover- 
nelles be great, it muſt be confeſſed that 
there 15 a greater one {til}, which istheirre: 


eularity of Parents; all the reſt is uſeleſs, it 


they will not concur themſelves in this La- 
bour. The foundation of all is, that they 
cive their Children none but ftraic Maxims 
and editying Examples. Thereys general- 
ly in Families ſeen nothing but Contuſion , 
but Change, but a great company ot Ser 
vants, who have many Humours. A Git- 
mal School, this for Children. A Mother ot- 
ten who palleth her time in Gaming, at the 
the Play houſe,or in indecent Converſations, 
very gravely complains that ſhe is not able 
to find a Governeſs capable of breeding up 
her Daughters. Put what ECucation can 
be good tor Daughters in the ſight of fuck a 
Mother ? There are not lacking ſome too, 
who themſelves carry thei Children to 
Plays 
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Plays and other Diverſions which cannot 
fail of diſguſting them for a ſerious and bu- 
lied Lite, in which theſe very Parents would 
engage them. Thus they mix Poiſon with 
wholeſome Food. They ſpeak not but of 
Wiſdom, but they accuſtom the volatil I- 
magination of Children to the violent Com- 
motions of paſſionate Repreſentations; and 
of Muſick, after which they cannot more 
be fixed. They give them a relliſh for Paſ- 
ſons, and make them look on innocent 


Pleaſures as inſipid : After this they {till de- 


fire to have Education ſucceed, and they [- 
magine it dull and fowr , unleſs it ſuffer 
this mixture of Good and Evi). This is to 
rhink to get the Honour of deſiring a good 
Education for their Children, without being 
willing to take the pains, or to ſubmit to the 
molt neceflary Rules. 

Let us conclude with the Portraiture 
which the Wiles man makes of a Vertuous 
Woman : © Her Price, ſays he, is like that 
* which cometh from atar, and from the 
*ends of the Earth : The Heart of her Huſ- 
*band doth fately truſt in her, ſhe never 
* lacketh the ſpoils which he bringeth back 


- *from his Victories; all the days of her life 


*jhe doth him Good, and never Evil: She 

* feeketh Wool and Flax, ſhe worketh with 

* her hands full of Wiſdom ; laden as a Mer. 
I 


* chants 
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* chants Ship, ſhe bringeth from afar her 
* Proviſions ; ſhe riſeth in the Night, and 
* diſtributeth food to her Domeſticks, ſhe 
* conſidereth a Field, and buyeth it with 
*her Labour, the Fruit of her Hands, ſhe 
*planteth a Vineyard,ſhe girdeth her Loyns 
* with ſtrength, ſhe hardeneth her Arms, 
*©ſhe hath taſted and ſeen how her Com: 
© merce is uſeful, her Light is not pur out tor 
«all Night, her Hand is fixed to hard La- 
** bours, and her Fingers hold the Ditltaff, 
*ſhe openeth her' Hand to him who is in 
* want, ſhe ſtretcheth it over the poor, ſhe 
* feareth neither Cold, nor Snow, all her 
* Domeſticks have double Habits, ſhe hath 
« weaved herſelf a Gown, fine Linnen and 
* Purple are her Veſtments, her Husband is 
& {lluſtrious at the Gates, that is in the Coun: 
cils where he fitteth down among the 
© moſt Venerable Men , ihe makes Cloat!:: 
© which ſhe ſe!]:th, Girdles which ſhe dit- 
* perſeth to th? Merchants, Strength and 
* Beauty are her Veitments, and the ſhall re- 
*joyce in her lait Day,the openeth her mout|: 
*f with Wiſdom, and a Law of ſweetneſs i: 
* upon her Tongue, js obſerveth in her 
© Houſhold, even all their ſteps, ſhe neve: 
© 61teth the Bead of Idiencts, her Children 
« are bred up, they riſe up, and the 1s cal- 
fled Bleiizd, her Husband riicth vp him: 

* ſeit 
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*RIf, and he praiſeth her : Many Daugh- 
ters, ſays he, have nzaped up riches, you 
* have ſurpaſſed hem all : Graces are de- 
*ceitiul, Peauty is vain, taz Woman who 
* feareth God, jhe ſhall be praiſed, give her 
* of the Fruit of her Hands, and art the 
© Gates in the Publick Corncils let her be 
* praiſed by her own Wo: ks. 

Tho the extream difference of manners,the 
ſhortneſs and the boldneſs of Figures do ren- 
der at firt this Lanzuage obſcure, yet there 
is herein fourd a ſtile fo quick, and ſo full, 
that one is- immediately Charmed wirh it, it 
oN2 cxatnine itnearer : But that which T wiſh 
ſhouid-be chiefly here Remarked; it is the 
Authority of Solomon the Wiſeſt of all Men, 
it is that of the Holy Spirit himſelf, whoſe 
Words are io Magnificent, to make ſimpli- 
city of Manners, Ozconomy and Labour to 
be aimired in a Richand Noblz Woman. 


FERN 0D: 


2 
C 
v 
£ 


——_ - 7” 
4: 2 


— 


TH UL 


CS FSCRIPH 


Af i D A IM, 
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could nor be unpleaſant ro me, notwith- 

ſanding the dry Labour of Tranſlating , 
while I had quite rhrougho:'t a regard to 
YOUR LADYSHTIP, and kept in view ſo 
Noble a Pattern of what this Manual is de- 
ſgn'd ro form. I have ventured herein to take 
ſuch a liberrvy az few have done before me, 
bur for which 1 ſuppoſed ir would be never- 
thele's acceptable ro a Lady whom I have 
the Honour ſo well ro know, While I drew 
from a Forcign Model, I could not perſwade 
my ſelf to be a Servile Copier : As often as I 
mer with any thing I did not reliſh, I thought 
T had better lay it afide, rhan ro make ano- 
ther, whom I preatly reſpect for ſo uſeful 
and ſo approved a Piece, to lay what I did 
not like; thar [ mighr rake the i!] natur'd 
pleaſure of racking ro it a preſervative. Nor 
do I think, rhat in this I have much wrong'd 


the French Abbot; but haye rather ayoided a 
CI double 
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double impertinence. But the largeſt Scope l have 
raken is in this, that not being able ro confine my 
own thoughts, while I was putting my Author 
into another Dreſs, I have nor been very ſhy of 
Writing them down,when they were coincident 
with his Subject ; moſt of which I muſt acknow- 
ledg borrowed from a living Original. So thar, 
MADAM, it is not ſtrange if there be Rules 
and Reflexions found here ro which YOUR 
LADYSHIP may pur in a claim. Were ir 
nor for this, I ſhould have feared the De/ien 
might be ſomewhar Chimerical/, But by what 
I have ſeen, I am convinced it muſt needs be 
very praticable. 

Upon a Review of whar I have done, I do 
fo lirtle repent the raking this way, thar Iam 
of the Opinion, Many more things might be 
conveniently faid : Some of which that . have 
ſince occurr'd to me, upon the Heads of Read- 
ing, Converſation, and Frienthip, treated of 
Im che Fifth, the Seventh,and rhe Twelfrh Chap- 
rers; ſince they were omitted 1n their proper 
places, I ſhall here beg leave ro ſer down. 

It muſt be acknowledged rhar there 15 not lefs 
difficulty in chooſing good Books ro buſte ones 
ſelf withal in ſolirude, than good friends to en- 
reriain one in Converſation. TJ] hotfe which I 
. would recommend to a young Gentilewoman 
next to the Holy Scriptures, Tie whoie Duty 
of Man, The Ladies Calling, and the Govern® 
ment of the Tongue, are theſe chictiy, Dr. 
Caves Primitive Chriſtianity, ro give her an I- 
dea of the Lives and Manners of the Ancient 
Chi iftians ; with Which ſhe may ms 
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Lives of the Apoſtles, which will furniſh her 
with matter for her Reflexion upon the days 
Dedicated to their Memories. To theſe let 
her add a moſt Excellent Book, - called The 
Old Religion, with The Winter Evening Con- 
ferences, which rogerher with folid Inſtru- 
dion will be very divertive. Thar when 
ſhe approaches the Solemn Aſſemblies, ſhe 
may do ir with that Underſtanding and De- 
votion which ſhe ought, let her read Dr, 
Comber upon the Licurgy. Thar ſhe may read 
the Scriptures in her Cloſer with a greater 
reliſh ; let her look over the Honourable Mr. 
Bozles Conſiderations on their Stile. For 
the Pſalms, wherein I muſt needs ſuppoſe 
her particularly converſant, ſhe may have 
Dr. Patricks Parapbraſe, which is very plain, 
and will be of moſt excellent uſe. The reſt of 
the practical Works of this Author will nox 
be unworthy her acquaintance, but eſpecial- 
ly I would have the Parable of the Pilgrim gi. 
ven to her, the plealantneſs and eafineſs of 
which will incite her ro read forward , and 
will much help to infpire a lovely Idea of Re- 
iigion, For the ſame Reaſon thar I recom. 
mend the laſt, I would jikewiſe rhe Martyr- 
dom of Theodora, with ſome few Pieces of a 
like Nature. For Sermons, at her leiſure 
hours, when ſhe is diſpoſe to read them, ſhe 
may take thoſe cf Dr. Barrow, Dr. Calamy , 
bur eſpecially Dr. Til/otſon : Ler her not affect 
ro read ſuch as are roo Learned, or above 
ker Capacity. She may be directed likewiſe 
to Dr, Woodfſords Poetical Parapbraſes on the 

Plalms 
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Pſalms and Canticles, the Davideis ang 
Pindaricks of Mr Cowley : Tf the be Curious, 
her time will nor be Joſt in turning over 
the beſt Hiftories and Memoirs. For the 
Study of Morality, Seneca's Morals done by 
Sr. R. L. S$ 1s almoſt the only Piece. Laſt- 
ly, ler her be ſure ro have the Ladies Ner- 
Years Gift, 1 mention but a few, becauſe 1 
would not have her diſtracted by roo great Va- 
riety of Reading : If rheſe fatisfie her nor, let 
her take the Advice of rhe moſt Learned and 
the moſt Vertuous ; fo ro avoid either infe +. 
ing her Mind, or corrupting her Conſcience : 
Yer ir muſt nor be required thar the ſhould 
aefer 15 much ro the judgment of others, as to 
renounce her own.a4 grear Number of Books,ur:- 
leſs ſhe be of an exrraorcirary Capaciry,will ror 
be only uſeleſs;bur very hnrtful. Ler her confider, 
that in Reading feverai Books, 1tis as in feeinp 
ſeveralCountrieshro' which one paſſes withour 
ſtopping ; aficr hav.vg run over and ſeen a 
grear many, one muit be choſen our ar laſt ro 
abide in. Reguiar Nea1ing , proficeth , thar 
which is varicus giveth Pleaſure; bt whoſoe- 
ver Would arrive ar the End which is Props 

ſed, ought ro follow bar one way, for fear of 
wandring in ieveral. Multirude is nor the 

Meaſure of the Wi'e : One Pook, thar is very 
good, may ſerve initead of a Library, This 

is the Opinion of the greateſt Scho'ar among 

the Latine Fathers : tHe Wrires tro Furia a 

Perſon of Quality, to perſwade her ro ovit 

all other Reading, ro rhe end ſhe may pive 

her ſelf up entirely ro that of the Scripture, 
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«As you would fell, fays he, many 
'*Pearls to buy one, which ſhould have the 
* Value and the Beauty of all the reſt; to 
* onght you to leave all manner of Books, to 
©rhe ena you may Wholly fix ro one, where- 
* in you may find all that is neceſſary to con- 
*rent and inſtruct you. And indeed ro read 
a few Books,provided they be uſeful and plea- 
fant is not ro diminiſh the profit, bur 'ro 
refine it: Ir is not to be leſs Rich, bur only 
not to be ſo much imbroil'd, Let her uſe 
theſe as the Food of the Mind : Thoſe who 
are continually Eating, do bur head together 
il Humours, Thoſe who Read roo much are 
commonly incommoded with a Confuſion of 
Thoughts and Words. The Exceſs of the 
former debilitates the Natural Hear : The 
exceſs of the latter diminiſhes at length rhe 
Light and the Vigour of the Spiric. There- 
fore the Emperour Alexander Severus and Me- 
lan#hon compoſed their Libraries bur of four 
Books, which they maintained ro be enough ro 
make a compicar one. The firſt put intro ir 
Virgil and Horace, Tully and Plato : The ſe- 
cond choſe Ariſtotle , Pliny, Plutarch and Pto+ 
lemy. Much leſs is it neceſſary for Women 
ro real a grear many Books, bur only rocon- 
verſe wi h a few tharare Excellent, andeſpe- 
cially to bridle all Curioſity for fuch, where- 
in they cannot become Learned, withour bes» 
ing in danger of becoming Vicious. 

By Reading we converſe with the Dead, 
by Converſation with the Living : The for- 
mer enriches the latter poliſhes the Mind, 

Generally 
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Generally Women are more firred for thi: 
than for th2 former. Mzuny perfections arc 
TEquifite ro pleaſe in it : Various Humonrs 
will not be fatisfied with the fame; if ingeni- 
ity  occafions Contempt in ſome , Subtilty 
g1ves ſuſpition ro others; it the open are 
mocked ar, thoſe who are nor fo, are difſtry- 
fted; in one, lack of Behaviour is cenſured, in 
the orher,: thar of Solidity. . . Several Books 
have been Written on this Subject; bur. rheir 
Method is commonlyeo build a ſuperſtructure, 
withour laying any Foundation': They pals 
over the juſk proportions, . ro ſhow the lirtic 
Graces that are to bein the Picture: In ſhort, 
thar whole deſign ſeems ro be to reach an Arr, 
as it 18 faid of that of Raymond Lully to talk a great 
deal upon what one doth not underſtand; and 
to pleaſe with nothing but outſide. I do 
not ſay they are all uſeleſs : Bur unlefs ſolid 
grounds be laid before, rhere may be great 
hurr in them ; and at beſt there can be no great 
uſe. Bur werel ro commend any Diſcourſes of 
- this- kind they. ſhould be 

Converſation Nouyel- thoſe of Mademoiſelle Scu: 

les ſur divers Sujets, . dery, not long fince pre- 
bediesau ROI, ſenred tro the Frencl 
17 King. Afrer all, whetker 

there be any where berrer Rules ro render 
Converſation agreeable, and eaſter Helps to 
accompliſh. ir, rhan in this Treatiſe of Educat:- 
on, I do very much doubr. But what 1 vould 
chiefly Remark is, that irs Pleaſures w1l) be 
very weak, unlels it ſerve ro eſtabliſh, what 
'is the greateſt Help and Comfort of Humane 
Life, ſincere Friendſhip. There 
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There are indeed levera]! perſons who feenz 
incapable of ſo great Bleſſing, and who are 
inſenſible ro irs Contents and Delights. The 
Proverb thar Charity begins at bome, 1S mMatie 
uſe of by them ro ſubſtirure Intereſt in theRoom 
of that moſt Exceilent Vertue: And the beft 
Notion they, have of Friendſhip is ro be no 
Bodies Frie..d but their Own. They are 
willing ro receive reſpect and good turns 
from all, who cannor render them to anv 
body : They look on.whar theinſelves do 
as too much, whar all others as too little : 
They are never wanting to approve What 
themſelves do, who have ſomewhar to ſay ro 
every thing ihat others do, TIndeel it cannot 
be otherwiſe, bur fuch ſhould have a Con- 
rempt and Indifference for all the World, 
who keep all their Love, and rheir Eſteem for 
themſelves. Theſe, I think, are nor ro be p!: 
ned, if they be requited after their own Law. 
what I would cluefly caution, is toavoid and 
abhor ſuch Books, w _ pretending to give 


Rules for Civility, do firive ro eradicate all 
Generous Prin ciples out of the World : 
Which tay that Friendſbi; » 3S$ rather a Bur 
then, th2n an E:ſe; 12s it. is imprudence not 


0 be m:iiffereit for ail Priſons; that this un- 
concerncdneſs is the moit eflectial meats 7 
p:ve an andifturb'd. comeitr , that laitly, cve- 
77) ONES OWN CONRCTETNS ATC £11008 fi W (hout en: 
tring into thoſe of a Friend. Bur ſachas ca 
latisfie themſelves with ſuch weak fhacdows as 
theſe, are fir ro be Icfr ro receive the F: 
their ſhallow Reaſogmgs. "here calnort be 
worle 
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worſe Principles than theſe for a young woman 
ro imbibe; and when they are receive. they are 
hardly ever curable. She will certainly run 
her ſelf into all rhe inconveniences of a d: 
ftruſtful Life; and forego all the Ecnefits , as 
well as the Pleaſures, that: flow from finceri- 
ty, and Confidence. Let her therefore be 
thorowly inſtructed in rhe Excellency , the 
Meaſures, and the Offices of Friendſhip. For 
which it may not be amiſs to read Biſhop Tuy- 
lors Letter on that Subject ro Mrs. Philips. But 
MADAM,I am fenfible how great a faulr I com- 
mit, while I pretend to fay any thing upon that 
Vertue,unto a perſon who is of tharVerrue fo i1- 
Iuftrious a Pattersn,ſo that T1 am fure YOUR LA- 
DYSHIP is not wanting to inſpire the love of ir 
berimes into rhoſe Children, with whom it has 
pleas'd providence ro blefs yo1. As your con: 
ſtant care is ro beſtow on them rhe beſt Edu- 
cation, my hopes are that none of it may prove 
ſucceſsleſs; bur rhat they may apſwer rhe good 
expectations,which vivaciry cf Temrer culriva- 
red with rhe utmoſt diligence cai give, and may 
add freſh Luſtre to the Honourable Families 
from which they deſcend, To which if whar 
1s here in theſe Papers Written do in the leaf 
contribure, I think I can fay with all ſiricerity 
ir will be one of the greateft ſatis/attions rhat 
can attend him, V/110 1s 
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